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The Fear Factor - Lesson Ideas
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LO: To explain how Bram Stoker uses a range of techniques to scare his readers.

Success Criteria:

• To be able to identify factors which contribute to fear.

• To be able to identify key words and phrases within an extract.

• To be able to analyse the effect of those words and phrases on the reader.

• To be able to apply my discussion and notes to write a response to the question.

Starter:
What Makes You Scared?

Ask students to discuss, in pairs, anything that makes them scared. Students should think about why 
these things cause fear and what they have in common.

Once students have discussed in their pairs, widen out the discussion to the whole class and establish 
an understanding of what fear is, how it affects us, and what the key triggers can be (the unknown, 
previous experiences, the supernatural, loss of control, etc).

Main Activities:
Key Skills: Reminder

Explain to students that in their English Language exams they will be asked to read both fiction 
and non-fiction texts. They will need to identify key information and analyse how the writers use 
language to create effects.

This lesson, we will be practising these skills with an extract from Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel, Dracula.

Dracula – Bram Stoker

Display the extract from Dracula on screen. Explain the context of the extract: Jonathan Harker 
arrives at a mysterious castle after a long journey, to meet Dracula for the first time. Ask students 
to put heads on desks while they listen to you read the extract.
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Follow the Pathway

Display the first paragraph from the extract. Present the Key Question to students: How does Bram 
Stoker use language to make the reader feel fear in this extract?

Display the question pathway and ask students to work through the steps, question by question, 
discussing the answers in pairs. Allow three minutes for this, then bring the class together and 
discuss. Model annotating the paragraph on the board as students give their thoughts.

Distribute the Dracula Extract sheets. Explain to students that they will now annotate the rest of the 
extract, using the Question Pathway to help them. (A lower ability extract is available with key words 
and phrases already underlined, as well as a teacher’s version with annotations.)

Allow ten minutes for this task, and then bring together as a class and discuss answers.

Plenary:
Pull It Together

Students should now individually write an answer to the Key Question: how does Bram Stoker use 
language to make the reader feel scared in this extract? 

Demonstrate how this is done by using the Question Pathway on the board with the example 
answers.
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