
Christianity: Beliefs and teachings 

Name & meaning                                        Why                                                     Impact                                            Issues/challenges 
1. Nature of God 

One god, creator, sustainer, Holy (set 

apart, worthy of worship).  Jesus, son of 

God 

 10 Commandments 

 Nicene or Apostles creed (one God, creator, 

JC virgin birth, God’s son, resurrection and 

JC’s role in it) 

 St Paul said JC is representative of God’s 

being yet John said God is spirit 

 God as creator supported by ‘Design’ 

 Religious experiences  

 Other faiths accepting of these ideas 

 They can have a relationship with him through prayer 

 Showing gratitude for what he has done/given us 

 Avoid idol worship 

 Caring for his creation 

 Aware he is a punisher, avoid making him angry 

 Spiritual or physical 

 People worship only out of fear (just in case), 

it should be genuine 

 Science now explains so much, may be accepted 

or rejected by Christians 

 No proof in order to base specific beliefs on 

 Different interpretations including 

metaphorical or literal 

2. God: omnipotent, loving & just 

Omnipotent – creation, power to do good, 

power to punish.  Loving – given us 

everything, sent us his son.  Just – reward 

and punishment, against injustice 

 Existence of the world 

 Jesus 

 Evil and suffering – flood 

 ‘nothing is impossible with God’ Bible 

 Reflect these qualities e.g. love others 

 Awareness of what he can do – avoid making him angry 

or make a request 

 Fight against injustice in the world 

 Evil and suffering – the Triad!! Inconsistent, is 

it based on our lack of understanding or not 

possible to be all three 

 Why would he allow imperfections in his design 

including inequality of natural resources for 

some no basics for others 

3. Oneness of God/Trinity 

One God, three persons; father – creator, 

sustainer, Son – show love and leads the 

way, Holy Spirit- works in the world today 

 God can do anything so the Trinity is possible 

 Explains JC’s miracles 

 JC’s baptism, God said ‘This is my son’ 

 The Creed 

 ‘in the beginning was the Word…the Word 

was God.’ (John) 

 Jesus was Jewish believed in One God 

 ‘Are you the Christ..Son of God’,’I am..’ (trial) 

 ‘in my father’s house there are many rooms’ 

 JC (God incarnate) provides the physical example to 

follow 

 God’s love in sending JC display his care for us 

 JC’s suffering shows God understands suffering 

 Helps explain the many traits of God 

 One God or more, some feel uncomfortable 

 Different interpretations of the word ‘Son’ 

 ‘The Word’ in John could mean plan 

 The Word ‘Spirit’ in Genesis could mean breath 

 JC never declared divinity 

 Trinity not mentioned in the Bible, came in 

around 325 council of Nicaea 

 Idol worship!! 

4. Creation – different views 

Creationists (Fundamentalists) = literal 

Vs. Liberals = metaphorical 

 In Genesis, God created the world, Bible is 

the word of God and so is exact 

 The universe was planned and executed and 

it was ‘good’ 

 Metaphorical – people inspired to write, 

science has many influences 

 Jesus there at the beginning ‘In the 

beginning was the Word..became flesh and 

lived among us..’ John 

 In Genesis the ‘spirit of God’ (ruach) holy 

spirit or ‘breath’ 

 Accept they have a purpose in life to worship God, he 

created the world 

 Respect his creation 

 Accept JC’s role 

 Pray 

 Value human life 

 Accept creation as proof of his nature 

 Science says otherwise 

 Interpretation of the ‘Word’ and ‘spirit’, may 

not be true 

 If Christians can’t agree on this, then it 

negates it all church teachings and leads to it 

coming back to the personal relationship 

 Creationist view takes away from us 

investigating the world and maybe appreciating 

even more his creation 

 View of JC may undermine God 

5. Incarnation 

God becoming human in JC. The idea of 3 

separate entities but still being one e.g. 

God fully human. Other terms; Messiah 

and Son of God 

 JC foretold in Isaiah (Old Testament) 

 Angel told Mary and Joseph, the child would 

be special 

 Virgin birth 

 ‘The Word was made flesh..’ 

 Miracles 

 Resurrection  

 Accept JC’s teachings and examples as what God 

wants from us 

 God understands suffering 

 Accepting that life is not always easy e.g. evil & 

suffering 

 Proof of God’s power 

 Bible is literal truth 

 

 

 

 JC never used this term 

 Voice from heaven (at JC’s baptism) who was 

that? 

 JC on the cross begging forgiveness for the 

people who crucified him – who was that to? As 

well as when he prayed (to his father) who was 

that? 

 Could be seen as blasphemy 



Name & meaning Why Impact Issues/challenges 
6. Crucifixion 

Good Friday, innocent yet suffered. Seen 

as special by those at the cross. ‘Father 

into your hands I commit my spirit’. 

 Bible says it happened – truth 

 Foretold in the Old Testament 

 Death occurred ( blood and water) 

 Jesus foretold it 

 His sacrifice means sins are forgiven, if people are 

truly sorry 

 Jesus forgave people 

 Told the Good thief he would be in heaven with him 

that day (indicating life after death) 

 God understands suffering 

 Evil and suffering are a part of life 

 Without it there would be no resurrection 

 Did death occur 

 How much is added to the story by his 

followers? 

 Why didn’t other people believe him 

 Why was this necessary if there is a loving 

God? 

 Is this more important than the resurrection? 

 Who did he cry out to when on the cross? 

7. Resurrection/ascension 

Resurrection – Easter Sunday – rose from 

the dead.  Forty days later he goes up to 

heaven 

 It’s in the Bible 

 He was God, anything is possible 

 Wasn’t recognised immediately – that 

wouldn’t have been made up 

 He said he would come back, everything else 

he said happened 

 Realise power of good over evil, life over death 

 Proof that JC was son of God 

 No fear of death 

 Proof of life after death 

 By accepting JC they too will be resurrected 

 God has JC in heaven (ascension) 

 Proof that God loves them 

 Only recorded by believers 

 Maybe he didn’t die and so didn’t resurrect 

 Divinity came about later 

 What was the point? There may have been 

better ways of proving…. 

 Is the resurrection more important than the 

crucifixion 

 Why was he not recognised immediately 

8. Afterlife/judgement 

Immortality of the soul and immediate 

judgement.  Resurrection and judgement. 

Purgatory. Judgement = Heaven/Hell 

 Recorded in the Bible 

 Mentioned in the Creed 

 JC on the cross to the good thief 

 Rose from the dead 

 God is all-powerful 

 Makes sense of life and purpose 

 Makes sense of evil and suffering 

 Parable of the Sheep and Goats 

 Gives hope they too will rise 

 Follow teachings e.g. Good Samaritan, Sheep and 

Goats, Rich man and Lazarus 

 Rewards and punishment 

 Know faith in JC will help them ‘I am the way, truth 

and life and no-one can come to the Father except 

through me’.  Bible 

 Different views 

 No proof 

 Science challenges many areas 

 Focused on death and not living 

 Believed in out of fear 

9. Heaven/Hell 

Physical vs. spiritual. Paradise beautiful 

‘no more tears’. Different ideas on who 

may go there. Hell: devil, torment, maybe 

different levels of heaven. Faith and 

action 

 In the Creed 

 Church teachings 

 JC on the cross: paradise 

 JC’s ascension 

 Gives comfort 

 Explains paranormal 

 Praying to the saints 

 Exorcisms 

 A loving God wouldn’t condemn to a place of 

torment for eternity 

 Sheep and the goats – a guide to life 

 People will repent when they’ve done something wrong 

 Ask for forgiveness and be forgiving 

 Pray 

 Take the sacraments  

 People are scared 

 Focus taken from living life 

 A loving God and hell!!!! 

 Too many different opinions 

 God created all people why would some 

(particularly good people) be treated 

differently? 

 Form of control 

 What things are necessary to get to heaven or 

avoid hell? 

10. Sin  

Actions and thoughts that separate 

people from god.  Original sin (born with) 

goes back to Adam and Eve going against 

God 

 Adam and Eve 

 Challenges for us in life 

 Free will 

 Need to do good to get to heaven 

 Devil  

 Follow rules e.g. 10 Commandments 

 Follow JC’s teachings e.g. Sheep and the goats etc. 

 Repent 

 Pray for help/guidance/strength 

 Pray for forgiveness 

 Go to mass/confession/sacraments 

 Form of control 

 People live in fear 

 Doesn’t make people do better so what’s its 

value 

 Who can truly judge how bad something is – it 

might not be true for everyone 

11. Salvation/Christ’s role 

Salvation – saved from sin by good works 

and or grace through faith in JC.  Jesus 

died on the cross for us ‘in Adam we all 

die, in Christ we are made alive’.. 

 Jesus rose from the dead – proof that his 

payback was accepted 

 Teachings in John ‘JC atoned for our sins’ 

 As God he could have avoided death so it was 

necessary 

 Feel comfort in knowing that their relationship with 

god is restored 

 Follow JC’s teachings to have eternal life 

 Grateful to God for being given salvation 

 It cannot be proven 

 If God is loving he wouldn’t punish humans 

because of Adam and Eve –Salvation wouldn’t 

be necessary 

 Did JC really resurrect? 

 



Christianity: Practices 

Name & meaning                            Why                                                 Impact                                                    Issues/challenges 
1. Worship: showing gratitude, 

praise, devotion and respect 

for God. Many diff forms: 

prayer, songs, readings, 

meditation, art, music.  

Liturgical (formal) vs. non-

liturgical 

 To show gratitude 

 Develop relationship with the creator 

 Forgiveness 

 Help (for them or others) 

 Traditional 

 JC worshipped 

 For where two or three gather in my name, 

there am I with them.” Bible 

 Community – supportive 

 Knowing that Jesus did it, so would be what God wants 

 Liturgical – receive communion  (like JC), given forgiveness 

through the priest’s actions 

 Similar order worldwide and traditional 

 Non-liturgical – more like it was originally, personal, anyone 

can play a role, faith expressed freely 

 Shouldn’t be different forms!!!!!!!!! 

 Many things man-made 

 Jesus was Jewish 

 Nothing comes from worship 

 Different churches saying different things 

 Excludes outsiders 

 Which is better liturgical, non-liturgical, 

informal or private – why? 

2. Prayer: communicating with 

God, out load or silent, set 

prayers (e.g. the Lord’s Prayer) 

or informal.  May use rosary, 

icons, may stand up, sit down 

 God may answer prayers (visible or 

invisible) 

 JC prayed 

 JC taught his followers the Lord’s Prayer 

 Shows gratitude 

 Praise 

 ‘The prayer of a pious man is powerful and 

effective’ St. Pau. 

 Strengthens relationship with God 

 Effects a person’s whole life and allows for discipline to help 

cope in times of trouble 

 Gives hope 

 Gives peace 

 They know they are following JC’s example which is believed 

to be perfect 

 The Lord’s Prayer contains petition, confession, adoration 

 Accept the prayer may not be answered – pray more 

 What’s the value when they are not answered! 

 Different practices do not make sense 

 If God is all-knowing why do people need to 

pray? 

 Praying can take away from people doing things 

themselves 

 Depressing if prayers not answered 

 Can be used to portray piety when hypocritical 

3. Baptism – immersion in water, 

cleanse sins, adult (full 

immersion) makes personal 

statement.  Infant (water and 

oil poured and placed on head), 

Godparents, candle, wears 

white 

 One of the sacraments (inward sign of an 

outward blessing) 

 Symbol of becoming a member of the 

church 

 Jesus was baptised 

 Some accept sacraments, others do not as 

not clearly instructed  

 Water cleanses sin 

 Strengthen relationship with God 

 Know they are doing what Jesus did 

 Know that they have a chance of heaven by being cleansed 

 Reminds them of their commitment to the church  

 Know they have the support of the community 

 Public statement of their faith 

 Protection 

 Tradition  

 Infant – the baby didn’t choose 

 Adult – more like Jesus 

 Not all churches agree with sacraments 

 Doesn’t make someone a better person 

 Helping people instead of fancy ceremonies 

would be better 

 If God is all loving, why is baptism needed? 

 Order to baptise only appears in Matthew 

4. Holy Communion also known as 

the Eucharist, the Lord’s 

Supper, mass, breaking of 

bread. Reminder of Jesus’ Last 

Supper, death & resurrection 

consists of bread & wine. 2 

parts Liturgy of the word 

(bible, prayers sermon), Liturgy 

of the Eucharist – actions 

around the bread and wine 

 Jesus did it 

 ‘do this in memory of me’ 

 Thanking God for sending JC 

 Receive God’s grace 

 Orthodox believe they are recreating 

heaven on earth 

 Catholics believe the bread and wine 

become the body and blood, Anglicans 

believe they are symbolic 

 

 Central to their lives it is a present reality 

 Strengthens their faith 

 Celebrating with others it reminds them they have support 

from others around them 

 Sharing reminds them they are all equal, showing God’s love 

 Reminds them of those less fortunate 

 During the service, money given to help others 

 

Sacraments – outward sign of inward blessing 

 Different practices, very formal vs. informal – 

why? 

 Informal more in keeping with Jesus 

 Central part Bread and Wine – real or symbolic 

a pretty big disagreement!!!! 

 It’s just actions, doesn’t do anything (inward) 

 ‘do this in memory of me’ could refer to 

celebrating Passover 

 Early Christians shared ‘meals’ 

 The washing of feet isn’t a sacrament! 

5. Pilgrimage – a religious journey 

to a holy site. Lourdes (St. 

Bernadette France) – spring 

water, miracles and Iona (St. 

Columba Scotland), back to 

nature.  Most religions have 

pilgrimage sites e.g. Makkah 

 An act of worship and showing devotion to 

God. 

 It allows people time out from normal 

routine to focus on aspects of their faith 

 Many famous early Christians put these 

into practice 

 To seek help, forgiveness, thank  God, 

meet others 

 They may experience a miracle and so it reinforces their 

belief in God 

 They may experience calmness and clarity to face any 

challenges they have 

 Empathise with others e.g. disabled in Lourdes 

 Refresh their faith e.g. natural beauty of Iona where ‘the veil 

is thin between the spiritual and physical world’ 

 A greater understanding of the faith by going to a place which 

has been central to it 

 Can be expensive 

 No proof of why they are important 

 Placebo effect 

 Staying here and helping others would be a 

better use of time and money 

 No more than a holiday e.g. some of these 

places have shops and make a lot of money 



Name & meaning Why  Impact Issues/challenges 
6. Festivals – celebrate times 

throughout JC’s life. Two main; 

Christmas (JC’s birth – 

December), midnight and day 

services, candles, gifts, meal 

and Easter (JC’’s resurrection – 

spring), services include 

Midnight, sunrise or day  

services, candles, eggs, happy 

times, family, meals,  

 Without these the religion of Christianity 

wouldn’t exist 

 Showing gratitude to God for sending his 

son 

 Gratitude to Jesus for his sacrifice 

 Traditions of the church 

 Reinforces the community through events 

like these 

 Reminds Christians what their faith is 

based on 

 Christmas: reminder that Jesus came into the world to set 

the perfect example,  

o God incarnate (miracle birth) 

o Reminder of the 2nd coming 

o Gifts – also made aware of those less fortunate 

o Humility – like JC 

 Easter: resurrection (Crucifixion on the Friday before) 

central to beginning of Christianity 

o Miracle proof of JC’s divinity 

o Proof of life after death 

o Proof God accepted his atonement 

o JC light of the world 

 Original time of the year not known 

 Old pagan festivals!!! 

 Christmas and Easter have lost their meanings 

(now very commercial) 

 Money wasted  - that goes against JC’’s 

message 

 Based on something that cannot be proven 

 Why don’t all Christians celebrate these? 

 Jesus was Jewish, Christians seem to forget 

that 

7. Role of the Church (Church is 

the community of Christians 

and church is the building). As 

well as bible groups, youth 

clubs and charity it’s also 

Food banks, Community Nursing 

and street pastors. Trussell 

Trust food banks provide 

emergency food, help and 

support. Others are out in the 

community helping where 

needed 

 Jesus helped those in need 

 Parable of the Sheep and the goats 

 Parable of the rich man and Lazarus 

 Helping your neighbour 

 Judgement 

 Most would see it as immoral to ignore 

suffering in the world whilst focussing on 

practices that don’t actually help anyone 

 Will help the church to grow 

 Faith is best shown through action 

 They know that by copying what JC did they are doing the 

right thing 

 Parables already mentioned clearly show Christians that if 

they follow those examples they know they have a greater 

chance of a positive judgement on death 

 They are getting a chance to show their devotion to the faith 

by going out and helping others 

 St Paul: ‘faith by itself if not accompanied by action is dead’ 

 Treating others as they wish to be treated 

 They are aware that a healthy society helps all its members 

and so it is in everyone’s interest to help out 

 The government does not have the resources by itself 

 It’s the governments problems not ordinary 

people 

 People might use it to gain converts and are 

less interested in really helping people 

 People of other faiths may feel uncomfortable 

 How do they really know what they are doing, 

they are not all specialists 

 

8. The church’s mission is the 

spread the faith following the 

‘great commission’ – go and 

make disciples of men’, 

evangelism is spreading it by 

public preaching and personal 

witness.  Missionaries go out 

and help in areas of need 

showing their faith through 

love for their fellow man 

 Jesus told his followers to spread the 

message (the great commission) 

 The church needs new members otherwise 

it would die out 

 Believe it is the true message 

 Saving others: ‘loving your neighbour’ 

 Without it the church wouldn’t exist 

 It can provide hope for people 

 Church growth in South America, Africa 

and Asia 

 They know they are doing what Jesus wanted 

 They are aware that it is every Christian’s role to help the 

church survive and that without people in the past doing it, 

they wouldn’t have the church today 

 By doing this they will be judged fairly 

 To help the church grow they may use social media, pray, show 

by example, inviting people to learn about it 

 The Alpha course was introduced to help Christians 

understand their own faith 

 Any form of converting can be annoying to 

others 

 Some people are not good at it 

 It can imply that others are ‘inferior’ if they 

don’t convert 

 We live in a secular society, religion needs to 

be private 

 Not right as possibly based on ‘untruths’ 

 Religions ‘cause’ wars and conflict 

9. Reconciliation (bringing 

together sides that were in 

conflict) and persecution 

(people mistreated because of 

faith, no jobs, paying more tax, 

not being free to practice faith 

 

 Jesus’ death reconciled people, they must 

do the same 

 Jesus told people to ‘love even their 

enemies’ 

 Peace is central to Christianity 

 Many people including Christians in the 

world are suffering because of faith 

 Corrymeela community and world council of churches work to 

help those in conflict  - loving their neighbour 

 Persecution may strengthen faith, determined to fight it 

 Jesus was persecuted,  

 They may help to smuggle bibles into areas, pray for people or 

send money 

 The church is whole, ‘if one part suffers it all does’ Paul 

 Governments role 

 Religion is a cause not a cure 

 They may be seen to be taking sides which may 

make the situation worse 

 They may only do this to ensure new converts 

 Those doing it putting own life at risk 

10. World poverty – Christian Aid 

and Cafod helping refugees, 

hungry and homeless, national 

disasters, fighting for justice, 

clean water, sustainable dev.  

 Loving your neighbour, Rich man and 

Lazarus, Golden rule,  

 ‘anyone who has material possessions whilst 

a brother/sister is in need, how can the 

love of God be in that person!’ John 

 Giving to charities to help those in need – following JC’s e.g. 

 Help them on day of judgement 

 They would want to be helped if they were in need 

 Governments can’t work alone, they need to support of 

ordinary people otherwise they spread too thin 

 Not genuine concern it’s just to gain a place in 

heaven 

 Governments role; they can’t be let off 

 Only want to get more members 



Islam: Beliefs and teachings 

Name & meaning                      Why                                       Impact                                                                 Issues/challenges   
1. Oneness of God –  

Not just monotheism but 

nothing is like him. His will is 

supreme 

 Central teachings in the Qur’an and in the 

Shahadah 

 Tawhid is central, no parts. In the 1st of 

the 5 pillars. Eternal, begot no one and was 

not begotten 

 Abraham and Muhammad highlighted this 

 Worship only him, to do otherwise is Shirk and is a serious sin 

 No images of him as he is beyond anything we can understand 

 Accept Jesus as prophet but not God incarnate 

 His is creator and so things will only happen if he allows it 

 Accept that if bad things happen, it is as a result of his desire  

 The concept of the Trinity in Christianity not 

accepted 

 An issue when there is no proof God exists 

 The idea of no images has caused conflict in society 

e.g. Danish cartoons 

 Why would God allow bad things to happen if he 

controls everything? 

2. Sunni –  

Line from Abu Bakr 

Muhammad’s friend and 

father in law. Shi’a the line 

of Ali, Muhammad’s cousin 

and son in law 

 Split occurred over who should succeed 

Muhammad after his death. 

 Sunni leadership is called Caliph, Shi’a is 

the Imamate 

 Slightly different prayer positions 

 Both in their main beliefs accept Tawhid, 

Prophethood & resurrection 

 Most Muslims will be accepting of each other. Both worship the 

same God, use the Qur’an and Hadith but Shi’as also look to the 

leadership for guidance as well 

 The Six articles in Sunni Islam,  the Five Roots in Shi’a Islam 

 Shi’a 5 to 3 prayers, pray on a clay stone, do not believe in 

predestination 

 Sunni believe in predestination, some do not revere holy places 

claiming similarity to idol worship 

 The split has had major impact across the world 

bringing suffering to many 

 Who should have been Muhammad’s successor is a 

long time ago, they should move on 

 Extremism in society today 

 More similarities than differences 

3. Nature of God – 

God is the greatest, beyond 

human understanding. 99 

words used to help describe 

his qualities: main – 

immanent, transcendent, 

merciful, omnipotent, 

beneficent, fair and just 

 ‘The most excellent names belong to Allah, 

use them to call on him’ Qur’an 

 One single name wouldn’t sum up something 

so perfect, bigger and better than us. 

 Working beyond and within both necessary 

to create the world and yet act within it 

 Loving – God’s gift of life and the earth 

 Fair and just – judgment day 

 Merciful – those who are sorry are 

forgiven 

 They will try and replicate some of these qualities e.g. being 

more loving towards others 

 If they want forgiveness then they must practice forgiveness 

 Being grateful for God’s love for what he has given us 

 Prepare themselves for judgement day e.g. follow the 5 pillars 

 Knowing that if they call on him he may respond 

 Powerful and just enough to do anything from reward and 

punishment and not just in the afterlife 

 One word no more important than others, there are 99 for a 

reason  

 Some terms may be comforting 

 The terms are contradictory 

 Why do bad things happen if he is beneficent and 

powerful? 

 The 99 names are just playing safe describing 

something they don’t really understand and as there 

is no real proof, they should spend time living life 

 If God is so great why does religion cause problems? 

 If he is immanent why doesn’t he do more 

 If he is fair and just and treats people so, why do 

some have inequality in the world e.g. famine? 

 If he is forgiving some may not worry about sinning 

4. Angels –  

Made from light, spiritual 

beings that serve God, no 

freewill and give humans his 

messages.  Jibril –revelation 

(Mary and Muhammad), took 

Muhammad to heaven.  

Mika’il – angel of mercy, 

responsible for rain, helped 

purify Muhammad’s heart 

with Jibril when Muhammad 

was a child 

 ‘Each person has an angel before him and 

behind, watching over them’ Qur’an 

 Jibril brought the Qur’an to Muhammad 

 They can help people 

 They are recording peoples deeds 

 They are told the angels will take them to 

paradise or hell  

 They are needed for humans to understand 

what God wants as he is beyond our 

understanding  

 Part of the 6 articles in Sunni Islam 

 Accepted by many faiths (Jibril is the link 

for Judaism and Christianity 

 Aware that they are being watched and actions recorded in the 

book of deeds, so try to be good 

 Accept that they are the vital link between God and humans 

 Must respect them ‘anyone that is an enemy of God’s angels is 

an enemy of God’ Qur’an 

 Call on them for help/protection 

 Grateful to Mika’il for sending the rain which gives us 

nourishment 

 Not proven 

 Why does God need them, he is powerful enough to 

speak for himself and in a way humans understand 

 If some Muslims believe in predestination as in pre-

planned, then what is the use of angels recording in 

the book of deeds? 

 If angels are not free, then why give humans 

freedom? 

 If Jibril and Mika’il are so important, there is no 

need for others!!!!! 

 It’s uncomfortable knowing you’re being watched 

5. Predestination –  

God predetermines OR pre-

knows what will happen.  

Possible issue for freewill 

and the punishment of those 

destined for hell! 

 ‘Only what God has decreed will happen to 

us’ Qur’an. Some Sunnis believe that if God 

has recorded it in the book of decrees 

then people will do what it says. 

 ‘God does not change the condition of a 

people…’ showing people have freewill 

 Follow the rules to get a good judgement 

 They accept they are responsible and liable even though God 

‘knows’ everything 

 Humans cannot change (they are not free) what God has planned 

and so trust in what will be 

 Accept that if suffering happens it is God’s will 

 Why have rules if all is predestined? 

 Adam and Eve? Freewill? 

 What is the point of this life if it is predestined, we 

are only robots 

 Why would a loving God punish those who are only 

fulfilling the plan? 



Name & meaning Why Impact Issues/challenges 
6. Life after death 

Akhirah. Barzakh (waiting) – 

asked about their faith and 

will see the rewards or 

punishments to come. Day of 

Judgement – all bodies 

raised and judged and given 

the book of life. Heaven 

(beautify garden eternal 

happiness and hell – torment  

 Life after death in the 6 articles and 5 

roots. 

 Helps explain suffering 

 In the Qur’an 

 Life after death is accepted by most 

faiths 

 Try to do the right things for positive judgement 

 Makes them aware of taking responsibility for own actions 

 Helps cope with suffering – test, something better 

 Helps explain suffering – punishment 

 Satisfies need for justice, those that seem to get away with 

bad behaviour will be punished in the afterlife 

 It’s a comfort 

 Hell does not link to a loving God 

 Only used to control people 

 How can suffering ever be right even if told it is a 

test – what about a suffering baby? 

 Although life after death is a main belief, if 

focussed on too much then this life might be ignored 

– a waste of life not to enjoy life (God’s gift) 

 How can terrorists be told they have ‘virgins’ and 

paradise awaiting them!!!! 

 

7. Prophethood & Adam –  

Many prophets including Isa 

(Jesus), Adam was the first 

prophet, given knowledge by 

God about different aspects 

of life.  Lesson about the 

devil and disobedience. 

Risalah – the belief that 

prophets are an importance 

channel of communication 

between God and humans 

 Prophets needed to give God’s message 

 Sent many as the message gets changed 

 Good role models, their example helps 

explain the message 

 Adam from him we know how to work the 

land, names of animals, bury the dead and 

the importance of not disobeying God as 

well as repentance. 

 Father of all humans 

 Built the first Ka’aba 

 Respect all prophets including no images 

 Follow their ‘good’ examples and beware of the lessons learned 

 Ka’aba important as the first place built for the worship of God 

 Be aware of repentance (Adam) 

 Reminder that we are all related (Adam) 

 Acknowledge the importance of humans as God told the angels 

to bow down to Adam out of respect for his knowledge 

 Avoid temptation by the devil (Adam) 

 Hajj and celebrate Eid ul Adha (Abraham) 

 Adam and Eve mythical or real 

 Why would a loving God allow mankind to be affected 

by the original couple 

 If god is all powerful he can speak for himself he 

doesn’t need prophets 

 Prophets are only human, they can make mistakes 

 Adam no more important than others - all equal 

8. Abraham 

Acknowledge the one God, 

got rid of the Idols, rebuilt 

the Ka’aba, willing to 

sacrifice his son, Ishmael. 

 He fulfilled all God’s commands 

 Good role model (God rewarded him) 

 Showed great faith 

 Reinforced the idea of the one God and 

destroyed idols 

 He rebuilt the house of God (Ka’aba) 

 Know they too might be tested 

 Reminder not to have idols 

 Reminder of Abraham at the Hajj (rejecting the devil, 

sacrifice) 

 Acknowledge the line of Abraham down to Muhammad 

 Be brave to stand up for the faith 

 Acceptance of the Abrahamic faiths (people of the book) 

 No more important than others 

 People feel it’s right to destroy ‘idols’, we have 

democratic and free countries & vice versa 

 What loving God would test someone by ‘killing his 

child? 

 Might have imagined/misinterpreted God’s message 

 Killing an animal today based on an old story unfair 

9. Muhammad/Imamate 

Muhammad the ‘seal’ of the 

prophets (final), given the 

Qur’an and so began Islam. 

The imamates is the Shi’a 

belief in the Imams divine 

appointment and descendent 

of Muhammad, 

 Muhammad the last prophet, last chance, 

no more/ He revealed the Qur’an/ went to 

heaven 

 Conquered Makkah and reclaimed the 

Ka’aba 

 Persecuted but eventually brought peace 

to the area/Set the perfect example 

 Imamate –needed to give people divine 

guidance. Twelvers believe there have been 

12 in total 

 Follow the Qur’an but also the Hadith of Muhammad 

 Accept his special position without him there would be no Islam 

 Shows Muslims they too may suffer and be persecuted but must 

remain faithful 

 Respect his special role – he went to heaven from Jerusalem, 

which is why it is so important 

 Accept that the Imams can interpret the Qur’an and Shari’ah 

law 

 Muhammad was still human and could have been 

influenced by what was around him 

 Conquering Makkah could be seen as hostile 

 Were his religious experiences real? 

 All prophets equal 

 Imams also still human 

 

10. Holy books –  

As well as the Qur’an, 

Muslims accept the Torah of 

Moses, the Psalms of David, 

the Gospel of Isa and 

Scrolls of Abraham 

(believed to be lost)  

 

 These are from previous prophets and so 

are important although elements of their 

information may have been changed 

 People of the book (Abrahamic faiths) all 

important 

 The Qur’an is the last and revealed to 

Muhammad over 23 years, memorised, 

foundation of all belief 

 Qur’an gives not only historical data but guidance on all areas of 

life how to live according to God’s wishes 

 May try to become a Hafiz (learning it off by heart) which 

brings great blessings 

 Out of respect they perform Wudu before they open it  

 They keep it covered and on the highest shelf 

 Read in Arabic, God’s language and remains constant 

 May not be exact word of God 

 Why so many interpretations 

 People may learn it off by heart, doesn’t mean they 

understand it 

 Why should the Qur’an take precedence over the 

other holy books? 

 Still written by mankind  

 Scriptures or e.g. Sunnah/Hadith more important? 



Islam: Practices 

Name & meaning                                             Why                                                 Impact                                     Issues/challenges 
1. The Five Pillars – Shahadah, Salah, 

Zakah, Sawm, Hajj 

Ten Obligatory Acts – (Shi’a Islam) the 5 

pillars except Shahadah (covered by the 

extras) plus Jihad, Khums and 4 others 

(avoiding bad, doing good, encouraging good 

in others and avoiding enemies of God). 

Shahadah – Basic statement of belief: 

‘There is only God Allah and Muhammad is 

his prophet’ – Shi’as will add: ‘and Ali is the 

friend of God’.   

These are the foundations of living a good 

Muslim life.   
 

 They provide structure, purpose and 

guidance in a Muslim’s life 

 The Five Pillars are what were recommended 

by Prophet Muhammad, following the 

revelations of Jibril and Muhammad’s night 

journey to heaven 

 They give identity to the Muslim community 

 Allows them to show their obedience to and 

faith in God 

 Shahadah reinforces the oneness of God 

(Tawhid) 

 Provides a constant reminder of the role and 

importance of God in their lives 

 Enables them to keep on the right path and 

know that if they do  they will have a greater 

chance of the positive judgement 

 Know they are doing what God wants as 

revealed to Muhammad 

 They will make sure the Shahadah (which 

sums up core beliefs) is said as soon as a 

baby is born and will aim to make sure it is 

the last thing a person says before death, 

reminding them that Allah is with them 

throughout their lives 

 The Shahadah reminds them that Muhammad 

was still a man but as God’s prophet set the 

example for them to follow 

 Why are their slight differences in what they 

present at the ‘core’ e.g. Ten obligatory Acts. 

 Some might feel uncomfortable adding to the 

Shahadah (Ali is the friend of God) when it wasn’t 

there originally 

 People might focus on these and lose sight of ‘living’ 

and not enjoy or appreciate what ‘God’ or nature has 

given them 

 They might become extreme and maybe judgemental 

of others who might not follow them all or of those 

who are not religious e.g. some of the 10 obligatory 

acts. 

 Some of these might be seen as more important 

than others!! Each can be argued but also there are 

others…. 

2. Salah (Daily prayers) – 5 times a day 

(three in Shi’a Islam) Compass (Makkah, 

Quiblah wall, Mihrab), call to prayer, wudu 

(purification), set movements (Rakah). Shi’a 

wash differently, hands down by side and 

pray on clay tablet (Turbah), prayer mats.  

In the mosque men and women are 

separated.  

 

 It is prescribed in the Qur’an as agreed 

during Muhammad’s trip to heaven and Friday 

prayers it says that the angels take note who 

goes. 

 God will respond “Your Lord says, ‘Call on Me 

and I will answer you.’” Qur’an 

 Prayer opens up a person’s heart and mind to 

Allah and if done correctly will contribute to 

a place in paradise and a favourable outcome 

on Judgment Day,  

 It helps them develop a closer relationship 

with God  

 Unites the Ummah. 

 As it is spread throughout the day it keeps 

their mind on God at all times, helps avoid 

temptation  

• By bringing people together with a sole focus 

on Allah, it reminds Muslims that they must 

work together. 

• If they follow this pillar they believe they 

will be judged more favourably on Judgement 

day, especially Jummah prayers 

• Prostration (bowing) reminds them that 

there is nothing greater than Allah 

• By asking God to look on them favourably 

they will want to reflect that towards others 

in their lives. 

• Reminds them they are part of the Ummah 

• They constantly have God on their mind and 

so rely on him 

 

 Why does God need prayers? 

 The rituals do not mean you are actually any better 

surely it’s better just to pray 

 The slightly different prayer prep, prayer times and 

way in Shi’a Islam has caused further divides 

 Too much time wasted when there is no proven God 

 More time should be given to helping others instead 

of 5 times each day 

 Many Muslims suffering in the world – why isn’t he 

answering prayers 

3. Sawm (fasting during the month of 

Ramadan). Muslims cannot eat, drink, smoke 

or have sex during daylight hours. Night of 

Power remembers the first night Jibril 

revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad. 

Exceptions are elderly, pregnant women, 

sick and children 

 ‘Ramadan is the month in which the Qur’an 

was sent down as a guide to humanity. 

Everyone who is present during that month 

should spend it fasting’ Qur’an 

 Shows dedication and obedience to God 

 Fasting helps improve concentration (proven 

medically) so allowing them to focus on their 

faith 

 Most prophets set the example of fasting 

when facing challenges e.g. Jesus in the 

desert 

 

 

 Study the Qur’an (that’s the month it was 

revealed) 

 Give to charity as are aware of others 

 Stay up through Night of Power ‘better than 

a thousand months (of worship)’ 

 Grateful to God for what they have 

 Aware of family/community when breaking 

the fast as they get together 

 Fasting doesn’t necessarily make you a better 

person. 

 Focus on actually going out helping those in need 

instead of doing something that brings you rewards 

 People too focused on being hungry and won’t focus 

on God 

 Not right in non-Muslim countries as it can affect 

someone’s performance at work/school as society 

isn’t set up for it 



Name and meaning Why Impact Issues/challenges 

4. Zakah (alms, charity) – all Muslims give 
2.5% of their savings.  Khums is extra in 

Shi’a Islam giving 20% (half given to the 

religious leaders) of savings and Sadaqah is 

voluntary extra money or time given to 

charity.  These can be given direct to 

charity or to the Mosques to hand out  

 The Qur’an states that Zakah is a test and 

that Muslims who give it with be ‘rewarded 

hundredfold’ and not fear Judgment Day. 

 Charity is mentioned many times in the 

Qur’an, Muhammad also helped those in need 

especially the widows and orphans 

 It cleans their money making their wealth 

pure 

 It’s the basis of the festivals 

 They will appreciate what they have, as they 

are made aware of those who have a lot less 

 They will feel good about having wealth as it 

is cleansed by giving to charity 

 They feel secure in the knowledge that they 

will be rewarded for giving to charity 

 They will thank God for what they have to 

show gratitude 

 Some may go and helps charities  

 Some may feel pressured to giving when they have 

so little 

 It takes away from government responsibility 

 Some may only be doing it for the rewards 

 It’s wrong to think that money is dirty when people 

work hard for it 

 Some may point out that Shi’a Muslims take it more 

seriously as they give more (Khums) 

5. Hajj-pilgrimage – the journey to 

Makkah at least once in a lifetime, centred 

around the Ka’aba, it links to Adam, 

Abraham and Muhammad. All wear white, no 

jewellery etc. as all equal. Spend 5-7 days 

there, it is an arduous journey.  Exceptions 

are elderly, sick, young children, pregnant 

women and financial constraints 

 It links to 3 of the prophets 

 ‘Pilgrimage to the house is a duty owed to 

God by people who are able to undertake it’. 

 It allows time out to concentrate on their 

faith 

 It brings Muslims from all over together 

 Prepares them for judgement day (when they 

are at Arafat 

 Dying on Hajj brings you directly to heaven 

 It gives them a strong sense of community as 

they all come together 

 They think about the less fortunate through 

Id ul Adha 

 Makes them realise they are all equal as 

everyone is dressed the same 

 They consider asking for forgiveness as they 

stand at Arafat thinking of day of judgment 

 Throwing stones at Mina – rejecting the devil  

 May seem more like a holiday, going abroad. 

 Too arduous they might lose concentration 

 People have died there 

 Why does God need this? 

 Not cheap, money could otherwise be spent on 

helping others 

 Killing an animal does not sit comfortably today 

 Not guaranteed to change or improve you 

6. Jihad – Struggle – there are two  

types: Greater (the struggle to be a good 

Muslim according to its teachings e.g. Five 

Pillars, avoiding alcohol etc.) and Lesser 

Jihad, the struggle with forces outside 

yourself (war) as long as all other means 

have been exhausted: Last resort, declared 

by a proper Muslim cleric, not done to 

convert.. 

 ‘this is my path, leading straight, so follow it 

and not other ways’ Qur’an 

 It is to remind Muslims that it isn’t easy 

following a faith 

 Lesser Jihad, Muhammad often had to go to 

war (when all else failed) 

 “Fight for the cause of God, those who fight 

you, but do not transgress, for God does not 

love the transgressors.”  Qur’an 

 The term means struggle so will accept that 

life may be a struggle but they accept God’s 

will and pray to understand 

 They may focus on Greater and look to the 

areas that can help them achieve it e.g. 

reading the Qur’an (God’s path) 

 Some may focus on Lesser Jihad, fighting 

where they see the faith being attacked e.g. 

Israel/Palestine 

 Different understanding of which is more important 

 Islamophobia by press focusing too much on Jihad 

saying it’s Holy war” 

 Some may fight unjustly believing they will go 

straight to heaven 

 Used by extremists 

 Religion causes wars 

 ‘Lesser’ jihad has caused suffering to many Muslims 

 Misunderstand of these terms by some Muslims  

7. Id ul Fitr/Id ul Adha – the breaking 

of the fast (Fitr) at the end of Ramadan Id 

ul Adha happens at the end of Hajj. Both 

include days off, Mosque where sermon on 

forgiveness (fitr) and sacrifice (adha), they 

visit family/friends and share meals. Adha: 

The meat from the lamb is split three ways 

– one third for the family who have paid for 

the sacrifice, one third to friends and 

neighbours and the final third to the poor. 

Some families pay money to charity instead  

 To remember when Ibrahim was to sacrifice 

Ishmael. Test of faith. 

 Who could be better in religion than those 

who direct themselves wholly to God, do 

good, and follow the religion of Abraham, 

who was true in faith? God took Abraham as 

a friend.” Qur’an 

 Strengthens the community by getting 

together 

 Fitr – thankful to God for what they have 

but also helping them through it. Makes them 

reflect on what has gone passed and go 

change going forward, makes them aware of 

less fortunate and to help,  

 Adha - awareness of others less fortunate, 

remind them they too may be challenged or 

need to make sacrifices, thankful to God for 

helping them through it. Awareness of the 

Ummah as all celebrate it 

 Not relevant as based on events long gone, should 

concentrate on the present and deal with current 

issues e.g. the split faith 

 Killing an animal not necessary 

 All about presents not the real message 

 Some just want the day off work 

8. Ashura – Shi’a: Martyrdom of Husayn 

(one of the Twelve Imams), the grandson of 

Muhammad. Wear dark clothes, procession 

from Marble Arch, some visit Husayn’s 

grave in Iraq.  Sunni: either celebrate Day 

of Atonement, some remember the 

Israelites freed from Egypt, others the 

day Noah left the Ark 

 Reminds Shi’as of the struggle against 

tyranny and oppression 

 Part of the reasons behind original split 

 Sunni’s reminder of Muhammad observing 

some Jewish traditions (fast) but also a time 

when sins will be forgiven if they repent 

 Reminds them that sacrifices may be 

necessary 

 To fight against injustice and oppression 

 To never forget – by mourning, beating chest 

 Cutting themselves to remind them of 

Husayn’s treatment 

 To repent  

 Fast like Muhammad 

 Past is the past and was divisive then and now, they 

need to move on 

 Mourning and cutting is not necessary and doesn’t 

actually achieve anything, help others instead 

 The battles caused lives to be lost on both sides, 

many died, not just Husayn 

 This is why religion brings nothing to society it is not 

forward thinking 



Islam: Relationship and families 

Name & meaning                  Why                                      Impact                                          Issues/challenges  
1. Human sexuality – how 

People express themselves 

sexually. In the past sex 

before marriage wrong, 

homosexuality wrong. Age of 

consent 16, Muslims and 

Christians (ideally) believe in 

heterosexual sex and only for 

a husband and wife and it is 

where children are brought 

into the world 

 Modern society, more living together, 

homosexuality not illegal 

 Heterosexual relationships in 

marriage is God’s plan ‘man leaves 

father and mother, is united to wife, 

become one flesh’ (Christian). ‘Marry 

those who are single among you, God 

will develop their moral traits’ (Islam) 

 Homosexuality seen as wrong against 

Biblical and Qur’anic teachings ‘Men 

having sex with men will not inherit 

kingdom of God’ (Paul).  ‘’You who lust 

after males abandoning wives… 

exceeding all bounds’. ‘Kill the one 

doing it and the one it being done to’. 

Hadith (based on Judaic/OT 

teaching. 

 Not natural, undermines family 

 General/social view: More feel sexual expression is completely 

ok due to changes in society and laws 

 Muslims will not live together - Any form of sex before 

marriage/outside marriage a sin. (see ‘why’ column for quotes) 

 Homosexuality – a grave sin and many may be ostracised from 

their communities.   

 In some countries they may be put to death (see the why 

column) 

 Teachings mean they will aim to marry (heterosexual) and 

develop a sexual loving relationship with their partner 

 Due to modern views of homosexuality being a natural state, 

some Muslims feel that they should be accepted as God as 

created all people including homosexuals. 

 Homosexuality may not be the ‘worst’ offender e.g. drugs, 

alcohol and gambling all against Islam, yet people wouldn’t always 

be treated in the same way 

 ‘If they change their ways, leave them alone’ Qur’an which came 

after Muhammad’s Hadith 

 In a Liberal society where many practices are 

accepted and people are not ostracised (sex before 

and outside marriage, homosexuality), it is wrong to 

judge them on out-dated teachings, especially on 

something that is not proven 

 A loving God would not punish something that is 

natural 

 Treating and judging people unfairly goes against the 

supposed loving/caring nature that theists are meant 

to show 

 Extreme responses exist in theist society – how can 

that ever be right morally 

 Hard for theists to remain ‘faithful’ to some of the 

rules in a society where so much is acceptable 

 Issue over interpretation e.g. homosexuality: hadith 

vs. Qur’an 

 Teachings used to control women in some communities 

2. Pre-marital sex and sex 

outside marriage (adultery) – 

this is not accepted in any 

form of Islam. Sex is only 

accepted between a husband 

and wife 

 Teachings of the Qur’an. 

 Example of the Prophet Muhammad 

 Both adultery and sex before 

marriage can bring about unwanted 

pregnancies 

 Both can increase chances of STDs 

 Adultery can cause pain for families 

 It is ‘an open road to other evils’ e.g. 

pregnancy, divorce. 

 Adultery breaks trust and marriage 

contract promises 

 Causes problems for extended family 

 Avoid sex before marriage as it is a sin –flogging Qur’an 

 Reduce options for members of opposite sex to be alone 

 Dress modestly (both) to avoid temptation as a result many will 

marry at younger age 

 The marriage should allow for both partners to be sexually 

satisfied as it seen as a gift from God  

 They see sexual intercourse as an act of worship that fulfils 

emotional and physical needs as well as being procreative. 

Having children is the way in which humans can contribute 

towards Allah’s creation. 

 Go to a single sex school 

 Separate men and women at wedding parties 

 In a modern society it can be challenging for many to 

stick to these rules 

 Sex is a natural act, people shouldn’t be punished 

 Adultery may occur where there is pressure to stay in 

an unhappy marriage 

 Lack of male/female socialising not natural and can 

cause problems as they won’t know how to interact 

with each other 

 Some of these rules have caused problems for women 

in society e.g. adultery women often treated more 

harshly 

 Honour killings 

3. Contraception – method 

of preventing conception.  

Different types: artificial, 

natural and permanent. Pros 

and cons: reduce STDs, 

enabled women to have 

careers, encourage sex before 

marriage 

 Catholics/Orthodox and some 

Muslims believe it is not natural and 

prevents God’s plan 

 Some are abortive which is an issue 

of ‘life’ 

 Most will allow to protect mother’s 

life/health based on her rights 

 Muhammad didn’t criticise withdrawal 

 Only in marriage as sex is between a husband and wife 

 May use non-permanent methods to control numbers  

 Women now feel they have the options to improve their lives 

‘God wishes to lighten your burden: man was created weak’. 

 Will use natural methods as withdrawal method was used in 

Muhammad’s time ‘he heard about it and did not forbid it’. 

 Pray to God to give them strength to cope with any children 

 Take care which form ‘don’t kill children for fear of want….’ 

 Contraception ‘freed’ women – don’t continue old 

control 

 Woman’s right to life/choice in a modern society 

 Not all work 

 Different interpretation cause issues 

 A non-theist would have major issues over aspects of 

the teachings such as Catholic ones 

 We are over populated 

4. Marriage – between a 

husband & wife. Same sex 

caused tensions for faiths. 

Ideally seen as a life-long 

union. Social contract in Islam 

vs. sacred in Christianity 

 ‘no institution dearer to God than 

marriage’ 

 Muhammad married: the perfect 

example to follow 

 Good for society 

 Civil ceremony for protection 

 Support and care for one another ‘Garments for each other’ 

 They know they have the support of extended family 

 Arranged (not forced) to help it be more successful 

 Cohabitation and same sex goes against all of this – ostracise 

 They know by getting married it adds value to their worship 

 No celibacy (except homosexuals), so must marry 

 Many laws and social practices now go against these 

religious practices – many see as wrong (both ways) 

 Religious marriages no guarantee of success 

 Pressure to marry may lead to unhappiness – how is 

that right if God is loving 

 Arranged may be forced in some communities 



Name and meaning Why Impact Issues/challenges 

5. Divorce and remarriage 

now accepted by most faiths 

as a result of change in 

society.  Catholics do not 

accept divorce only annulment, 

liberal Christians and Most 

Muslims allow it as long as it’s 

a last resort. 

Iddah – 3 month waiting 

period 

 No, based on lifelong vows (Christian) 

 Divorce is ‘one of the things most 

hateful to Allah’ Hadith 

 Divorce affects children and 

extended family 

 In Christianity and Islam it may be 

seen as a loving action to allow it 

 Marriage is based on a social not 

sacred contract so can be broken 

 If Iddah completed and there is no 

pregnancy and they have tried to 

reconcile then there is no benefit for 

anyone forcing the union to remain. 

 Children may be better off out of a 

situation of conflict but they are still 

financially supported by the father.  

 Because of the implications for entire family they will try to 

save the marriage 

 When marrying they will try and make sure they choose 

someone who is compatible enough to reduce chance of divorce 

 They will complete Iddah, the husband must declare his desire 

to divorce verbally or in writing 

 Ex-husband must support wife and children and only the 

children if she remarries 

 Remarriage is beneficial as if there are children the a married 

unit is more secure 

 If a wife applies for divorce and the husband is not at fault, he 

does not need to support her and she must hand back the 

marriage gift 

 Family members may struggle over divorce and 

remarriage 

 Some are ostracised/ honour killings 

 We are living longer, it’s not right to force people to 

stay together according to old rules 

 Marriage is not sacred as there is no God 

 Different views highlight the hypocrisy of religion 

 People have the right not to be tied by a ‘mistake’ we 

are all guilty of making them 

 The Iddah isn’t going to make the situation better if it 

is discovered she is pregnant 

 Some may think it is a better system than many we 

have with other religions or the state which can often 

take longer or cost a lot 

 

6. Nature and purpose of 

families.  For religions it is 

expected to be made up of 

heterosexual couple, nuclear 

or in Islam extended family.  

Polygamy may exist in some. 

Marriage in Islam is described 

like a fortress, the husband 

and wife are guarded and 

protected. 

 Extended family basis of a good 

Islamic society, God’s plan. All can be 

supportive 

 Creates stability 

 Allows for the whole family to be 

cared for (expectations) 

 Children treat elderly parents with 

respect ‘as they did for you when you 

were young’ 

 “He who is good to his parents, 

blessings be upon him…”  Hadith 

 Controls sexual behaviour as it’s 

where procreation takes place 

 Polygamy – allowed following the 

example of Muhammad but in 

accordance to the rules 

 Parents cared for and not normally put into a home  

 Honour parents, mother above the father ‘heaven lies at the 

feet of your mother’ Qur’an 

 Polygamy may be mentioned in the marriage contract e.g. the 

wife may insist there can be no polygamy 

 Children are brought up in the faith: mosque, learn the Qur’an, 

help them find a perfect marriage partner 

 No same sex parents as it is wrong and not setting good 

examples of roles of mother and father 

 Fathers’ role to go out to work and take responsibility for 

decisions, mother to be responsible for the children’s’ 

upbringing ‘she is a university to her children’ 

 Husband and wife to protect each other, being supportive 

through good and bad, right of each other sexually, not be 

unfaithful 

 Children are seen as a blessing from God 

 Some have used the roles to make women submissive 

 Other types of families can be just as successful 

 Not all religious families work – they break down, have 

problems 

 Extended unit can be invasive for some 

 The pressure of the family could cause someone to 

stay in it but very unhappy,  

 Polygamy not acceptable in a modern society – done in 

the past as there were not enough men (died in 

battles) – we do not have that issue now. Although 

meant to have wife’s approval some have not. 

7. Gender equality – in the 

UK the law expects men and 

women to be treated equally 

(doesn’t always play out 

according to the law). 

In Islam Muhammad put in 

place traditions to allow for 

women to be given fairer 

rights 

 God created all people equal, ‘from a 

single soul and with the same spiritual 

human nature’ (Qur’an) 

 ‘Equal as in the teeth of a comb’ 

 Have the same religious and moral 

duties 

 Muhammad’s wife was a 

businesswoman 

 Both are meant to dress modestly 

(Qur’an)  

 ‘treat them well and be kind they are 

your partners’ Hadith 

 Woman can keep her maiden name, money and be financially 

supported by her husband 

 They can be active in the religious practices although because 

they are an important part of a child’s life they don’t have to go 

to mosque 

 Act as role models, each showing a different role in the faith 

and in life 

 Respectful of one another 

 Respect the woman’s right to inherit and her property rights 

before and after marriage 

 Some of St. Paul’s teachings in Christianity 

contradictory: ‘I do not permit a woman authority over 

a man’, ‘man is head of the family as Christ is head of 

the church’  vs. ‘all are equal in Christ’ 

 Some use interpretations of clothing and roles to 

undermine the role of women 

 Many countries old fashioned and women suffer 

 Old religious traditions are divisive and  out of place 

 Islam was into women’s rights long before mainstream 

society!!!!! 

 



Christianity: Religion and life 

Name & meaning                  Why                                        Impact                                            Issues/challenges 
1. Origins of the 

Universe: time, space, 

galaxies, matter, energy. 

Fundamentalist Christians 

(literalist/creationists) = 

Bible 100% truth. Liberal 

Christians = Bible’s 

authors guided by God but 

may not be ‘exact’. The Big 

Bang = the massive 

(‘explosion’) inflation of 

eternal matter eventually 

forming galaxies. 

 ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth’ Gen 1 

 The Bible is the Word of God and so must 

be believed (either literally or 

metaphorically) 

 Science appears to contradict it so some 

reject scientific view 

 Some see similarities: formation of 

universe order in the ‘6 days’ but God’s 

days not ours, others see the general 

message: planned not accident 

 Big Bang: widely accepted and has evidence 

to prove most of it. 

 For Christians, knowing that God has planned it all – we are not an 

accident and so have a purpose 

 The earth is God’s creation, we must take care of it 

 It shows the omniscience/omnipotence/Omni benevolence of God in 

his ability to create it (the order of the universe, the strength and 

beauty of nature and giving us everything we need) 

 As science appears to explain the universe without outside help it is 

rejecting God and so some Christians reject science as God cannot 

be wrong his word is truth 

 Science matches what is in the Bible so can help show us the 

intricacies of God’s creation  

 Something had to cause’ the Big Bang = God 

 The Big Bang theory developed by a Catholic priest 

 Scientific theory has evidence: the formation of planets and 

galaxies can be seen. Fossils support the age 

 The Big Bang is widely accepted 

 There are many theist scientists as well as atheist/agnostic 

 The Bible timeline: 6 days – not possible 

 For theists: the issue that an accident as opposed 

to being planned may cause 

 Cutting off science (especially when maybe it 

doesn’t reject God) could cause us not to progress  

 Different interpretations by Christians – one God 

should equal one interpretation, otherwise you 

could/should question/doubt everything 

 Matter is eternal like God is eternal, both theories 

have strengths and weaknesses 

 The Bible says why, science tells us how 

 The scientific theory is often changing with our 

increasing knowledge – how reliable might that 

make it – religion does not change whilst some say 

the interpretation DOES change 

 Both are still theories, no-one can ‘prove’ either 

100% 

2. Value of the world: 

The world and its contents 

make it invaluable. Awe 

(respect) for God’s 

creation. Wonder 

(marvelling at its 

complexity). Stewardship 

(Khalifah) duty to care for 

environment. Dominion: to 

have power/control over 

something 

 

THIS LINKS TO THE 

NEXT ROW AS WELL 

 Invaluable: the earth has precious stones, 

land,  everything we need to survive, 

natural resources – nowhere else has this 

so we can’t put a price on it 

 ‘when I consider the work of your fingers, 

the stars…set in place and human beings 

that you care for them..’ 

 The beauty of nature, the intricacy of the 

world (DNA, caterpillars to butterflies) 

 God told Adam to tend and care for it ‘..put 

him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 

care for it’ Genesis 

 ‘Be fruitful and multiply..rule 

over(birds,fish..) and everything that 

moves on the ground’. Genesis 

 Appreciate what has been given, be grateful and care for it 

 Duty given to Adam as Steward (Khalifah in Islam) passed down 

through the generations 

 Everything has been ordered we need to maintain that balance so 

anything that affects it we need to avoid e.g. pollution, not wasting 

what has been given 

 Everything is part of the plan; plants, animals etc. they all belong so 

we need to think about what we do and how we treat things 

 To damage any part would be a sin and could have repercussions in 

the afterlife  

 ‘I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. 

But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance 

detestable.’ Shows the duty to hand down but also that lack of care 

will make God angry 

 Some will see dominion as humans having the right to do what they 

like as they are in charge (although wanton destruction would never 

be accepted. 

 We can control animals and so use them the way we see fit 

 If it is valuable why wouldn’t more Christians be 

very eco friendly 

 If God has given humans everything then they can 

do what they like – didn’t he give them freewill! 

 A powerful God can surely replace what has been 

used up 

 What aspects are all part of his plan e.g. using up 

non-renewable resources? 

 Stewardship vs dominion that contradiction proves 

the Bible cannot be trusted as a source 

 The church only moves with the time when suited, 

the value of the world vs the history of the church 

and its mistreatment of land/life in war! 

 Atheists would say we should be doing the right 

things altruistically as opposed to the ‘rewards’ 

especially as there is no proof of God/heaven 

 

LINK WITH ROW BELOW 

3. Use and abuse of 

The environment: includes 

things such as pollution 

(land, air and water), 

sustainability (reducing 

impact on the environment 

now and for the future. 

Resources: Non-renewable 

vs renewable  

 ‘the earth and everything in it is the Lord’s 

 Air: fumes from factories transport cause 

health issues, acid rain, global warming 

 Land: deforestation/disposal of waste 

effects quality of land, habitats, food 

chain 

 Water: dumping waste into sea deliberately 

or accident (oil spills) effect on birds and 

marine life 

 It is not ours to do what we please we must take care of it 

 Not everyone causes pollution why should all humans suffer we need 

to take action reduce using pollutants, use renewable resources, 

sustainable development e.g. religious buildings!  

 Put pressure on Governments to set targets for corporations 

 Support charities e.g. Greenpeace who promote care for the 

environment 

 Parable of the Talents clearly shows we need to be responsible 

SEE PREVIOUS ROW AS WELL 

 Everyone needs to be involved not just individuals 

or individual countries for it to work 

 Government policies are fickle, usually based on 

some unseen factor e.g. relations with others 

 Global warming may be a natural phenomenon, 

(however does it mean we should be reckless!) 

 The needs of humans over the environment!! 

 Part of God’s plan!! 

SEE PREVIOUS ROW AS WELL 



Name & meaning Why  Impact Issues/challenges 
4. Use and abuse of 

Animals: this includes the 

topic of vegetarian (no 

meat/fish), vegan (no animal 

products) and animal 

experimentation 

 ‘The righteous care for the needs of their 

animals’ Old Testament 

 ‘Everything that lives and moves will be food for 

you’ (God to Noah after the flood) 

 "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face 

of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 

with seed in it. They will be yours for food.’ (God 

to Adam) 

 God created every living thing, animals were here 

before us 

 They have feelings, they hurt 

 St. Francis said they have souls 

 Not all places (food factories, science labs) 

practice responsible care 

 Many will promote or practice good animal husbandry 

 Some will eat meat whilst others will be vegetarian based on the two 

teachings (to Noah and Adam) 

 Using animals even for meat involves cruelty despite claims to the contrary, 

so not accepted. Meat production also causes impact on the environment  

 Meat eaters and vegetarians cannot enforce their view as St. Paul said for 

neither side to be judgemental but respectful of the other. 

 Science is not exact; animals suffer so experimentation can never be 

justified. Also animals not the same as humans e.g. thalidomide, it worked on 

animals but not humans 

 Animal experimentation allowed for the bettering of human health (they are 

the ones made in God’s image) but not e.g. cosmetics 

 Careful environmentally to avoid things that harm animals e.g. deforestation 

 Those who believe in reincarnation would have big issues 

with these areas as they reincarnate into any living thing 

 Human teeth are designed for eating meat 

 The Bible is contradictory 

 Who can decide what an animal feels/does not feel or is 

aware or not aware of? 

 Animals were here before us! What gives us the right 

 We can do what we like; there is no God and so no 

consequences!! 

 The amount of hormones in meat today could have a 

massive impact long term 

5. Origins of human 

life: the Biblical (Genesis) 

account vs. evolution: natural 

selection, genes passed down 

from living organisms some 

enable survival whilst some do 

not, this adaptation to 

surrounding is also known as 

survival of the fittest 

 Genesis (similar to Qur’an). Shows God created 

life with humans coming last. Adam made from 

soil with God breathing life, placed in the Garden 

of Eden, Eve made from his rib. Word of God = 

truth 

 Charles Darwin wrote about origins of species 

explaining and supporting the idea of adaptation: 

single cells in the sea, flying animals, land animals 

and humans. 

 Some will reject it as it goes against God planning us and having a special 

relationship with us, made in his image 

 Some will accept the theory and see similarities with the human timeline as in 

the Bible; science just fills out the gaps. 

 Accept science saying the Bible cannot be taken literally, God started the 

process and let it continue naturally  

 Some will accept science but not the idea of evolution feeling that whilst 

certain changes occur there is no evidence of a jump between species 

 Philip Gosse (1800s) felt fossils were put there as a test of faith 

 Again, is the Bible literal or metaphorical 

 Why would God allow man’s ability to discover things 

 Is scientific ‘evidence’ a test of faith? 

 Adam and Eve not real, no meaning behind them, look 

forward for advancement not backwards 

 What does ‘made in his image’ actually mean? 

 The challenges to evolution 

6. Abortion: removal 

of a foetus from the womb to 

end a pregnancy. Up to  24 

weeks unless mother’s life at 

risk, or severe foetal 

disability, two doctors, 

mother’s life at risk, risk to 

mothers mental/physical 

health or existing children, 

baby will be born with severe 

mental/physical disabilities 

 ‘do not murder’ 

 Sanctity of life 

 A loving act 

 Lesser of two evils 

 Don’t change God’s plan 

 Don’t play God 

 Pro-life vs. pro-choice 

 When life begins! 

 

 Catholics and some other Christians will not allow terminations under any 

circumstances and pro-life and life begins at conception (murder) 

 Some will allow it as ‘the most loving thing e.g. poor quality of life’   

 Some will allow it based on life not beginning at conception 

 In cases of rape it can be seen as the lesser of two evils 

 God created all life and so no-one has the right to take a life or decide if it is 

valuable or not 

 The right of the woman, if she cannot cope for good reason e.g. financial 

issues it needs to be her choice (pro-choice) as to do so is an unloving act. 

 When is a baby a baby? 

 The right of the child over the mother 

 The number of weeks 24 = 6 months!!!! 

 Form of abortion is cruel 

 Not enough help for those who might want to keep it 

 Overpopulation 

 People wanting to adopt 

 What is God’s plan? 

 Who has the right to decide? 

  

7. Euthanasia: a gentle  

/easy death, the painless 

ending of the life of someone 

who is dying. Passive is 

removing treatment vs. active, 

giving something. Voluntary –

the patient asks, non-

voluntary; best interest, 

assisted suicide – giving them 

the means. Involuntary –action 

taken by doctor 

 Do not murder 

 Sanctity of life Vs. quality of life 

 God’s plan 

 No playing God 

 Golden rule 

 A loving act -Situation ethic 

 Most Christians (and Muslims) would reject it as only God can give and take 

life and so to do so is either murder or a sin and so may have consequences in 

the afterlife 

 No-one knows what God’s plan is for anyone and so they have to trust in him 

as he is all-knowing 

 Suffering can be seen as a test, to see if one remains faithful 

 Christians will support hospices as they can provide the best palliative care 

 Some may agree based on dignity for the dying person if the quality of life is 

poor – Golden rule; treat others as you wish to be treated 

 Situation ethics – doing the most loving thing  

 Who is to decide the value of a life? 

 Hippocratic oath – meant to save not take life 

 Money might decide not the right of the patient 

 Open road to abuse 

 The person may have pressure put on them 

 Non-voluntary an issue as the person is unable to say what 

they want 

 Illegal in the UK but people are going abroad – is that 

right when they and family are suffering? 

 We are keeping people alive artificially 

8. Death and the 

afterlife: this is linked also to 

Beliefs unit. Death is not the 

end. Some believe judgment 

happens immediately or on the 

Day of Judgement when all will 

be raised and judged on how 

they lived their lives 

 Immortality of the soul – Jesus to the thief on 

the cross 

 Resurrection – Jesus rose from the dead 

 I am the way, truth and life, no-one comes to the 

father accept through me’. Jesus saved humans 

 Revelations ‘no more tears and mourning’ 

 ‘depart from me you who are cursed into the fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels’ Matthew 

 Many will aim to do the right thing, they have been given Freewill but there is 

guidance from the Bible: 10 Commandments 

 Follow the example or guidance of Jesus (way, truth…) or belief in him as Son 

of God 

 Face suffering as a test 

 Worship  

 Ask for forgiveness e.g. Catholics go to confession to avoid Purgatory 

 Heaven and hell real or metaphorical? 

 Waste of life on earth if only focusing on something that 

might not be real 

 Extremism (not just in Islam!!) 

 Selfish; Doing good for the reward not truly altruistic 

 All people or just some (some non-theists behave in a 

much more selfless way without expectation of reward. 

 Different views make it harder to believe 



Islam: Peace and conflict  

Name & meaning                         Why                                         Impact                                        Issues/challenges 
1. Justice, forgiveness and  

reconciliation: key terms for a 

happier, safer society. Justice – 

bringing about what is right. 

Forgiveness – pardoning someone for 

doing wrong. Reconciliation – restoring 

friendly relationships after conflict 

 ‘Forgive others and Allah will forgive you’. Hadith 

 ‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us’ Lord’s prayer Christianity 

 ‘wish for your brother as you would wish for 

yourself 

 Prophet Muhammad set the example of 

forgiveness and reconciliation when he united 

the tribes at Medina and Mecca 

 These are attributes of God 

 Lesser Jihad – a form of justice i.e. war only 

done in the right way for the right reasons 

 To reflect the attributes of God being just, forgiving 

and reconcile 

 They will look to the teachings surrounding lesser jihad 

regarding when to go to war – it may not always be just. 

 Give aid to less privileged areas and this form of 

injustice could lead to conflict 

 Forgive others  once conflict is over otherwise it could 

lead to conflict again, this also leads to reconciliation to 

get all sides to a point of harmony  

 Reflecting in society the word Islam means peace as 

opposed to terrorists who have hijacked the faith 

 Not always easy if people keep attacking or 

causing the same issues 

 Forgiveness – could be seen as a sign of 

weakness 

 Forgiveness could be seen as allowing the 

culprit to get away with things as there is 

not always a punishment (although 

forgiveness came still come even though 

someone is legally punished) 

 Forgiveness an attribute of God but there 

is regular punishments in the Qur’an/Bible 

e.g. the people of Lot. 

2. Violent protest and terrorism  

-  protest is a demonstration of 

disapproval whilst terrorism is the 

unlawful use of violence against 

innocent civilians to achieve a political 

goal e.g. suicide bombers, kidnaps, 

rape, murder 

 Although the faiths don’t promote violence but 

they may differ when violence is used 

 Often it is the innocents that suffer 

 Usually when demonstrations turn violent they 

have been hijacked by extreme groups on either 

side which means the message is lost 

 Peace is central to Islam and Christianity 

 Many peaceful protests historically succeeded in 

their aims e.g. Gandhi, MLK 

 They will try and be involved in promoting justice by 

using peaceful means e.g. non-violent protest 

 They will try and get different sides to discuss issues 

 Lobby governments 

 Be critical of those who use violence and  hijack a 

religion to justify it 

 Some have used more violent means but it worked e.g. 

PLO, the IRA 

 One man’s terrorist is another’s freedom 

fighter 

 What do people do when governments won’t 

listen to their cases e.g. Palestinian 

Muslims and Christians 

 It is subjective as it is dependent on what 

side you are on 

 

3. Reasons for war: Greed – land,  

resources, deprive an enemy of its 

main source of income. Self-defence 

– defending one’s country against 

invasion/attack or defend allies under 

threat 

 The Qur’an permits fighting in Self-defence 

under Lesser Jihad 

 Muhammad fought as a last resort when being 

his people were constantly being attacked 

 Islam is a religion of justice, peace and fairness, 

the vulnerable must be protected 

 ‘Those who have been attacked are permitted to 

take up arms because they have been wronged – 

God has the power to help them.’ (Qur’an) 

 ‘If you believers respond to an attack, make your 

response proportionate, but it is best to stand 

fast’ (Qur’an)  

 They will look to Lesser Jihad to guide them as to 

whether war is right 

 They must show restraint and try to sort the situation 

peacefully like Muhammad tried to  - here they are 

following the example set by him 

 Avoid targeting innocent civilians 

 Retaliation must be measured but where possible they 

should avoid war 

 Sometimes there are hidden issues e.g. 

Kuwait was claimed to be drilling 

underground for oil which went into Iraqi 

land 

 Outside forces can show the conflict in a 

certain way 

 Political allegiances with other countries 

can aggravate the situation 

 Very few (Christians/Muslims) would look 

to the quotes that recommend restraint 

 Religion is the main underlying cause of war  

4. Nuclear war and WMDs:  

Weapons of mass destruction e.g. 

Nuclear that kill large numbers of 

people and destroy large areas of 

land. Chemical – chemicals that can 

poison, burn, paralyse humans or 

destroy the natural environment. 

Biological – living organisms with 

highly infective material which cause 

disease or death. 

 

 ‘Take not life that God has made sacred’ (Qur’an) 

 ‘Do not contribute to your own destruction with 

your own hands, but do good, for God loves those 

who do good’ (Qur’an) 

 ‘Fight in God’s cause against those who fight you, 

but do not overstep the limits’ (Qur’an) 

 They create inequality as only the rich and 

powerful can afford them 

 The effects are not short term, they cause 

destruction for years to come in most cases 

 Use of WMDs goes against the idea of proportionality 

and not attacking civilians found in the concept of 

Lesser Jihad 

 They will see them as putting pressure on society as 

they are permanently living in a state of fear of 

someone using them 

 God has created life and Muslims have a duty to care 

and preserve it – WMDs go against this 

 Some Muslims and Christians might feel that possession 

of Nuclear weapons can act as a deterrent which may 

help maintain peace 

 The rights of one country over another to 

have WMDs 

 The issue of threats and the fear instilled 

 Unilateral vs multilateral disarmament and 

then trusting the process 

 Any country could use them in the wrong 

way, it is believed that Japan had already 

surrendered when the bombs were dropped 

by the USA in Nagasaki and Hiroshima 



    

Name and meaning Why Impact Issues/challenges 
5. Just War: A war, which meets  

International criteria for fairness. 

However, it also gives guidance on how 

it should be conducted and how peace 

should be restored afterwards. Often 

claimed a Christian concept other 

communities share/have shared 

similar views. Lesser Jihad: the 

struggle with forces outside yourself 

(war) and uses the criteria mentioned 

in Just War. 

 

6. Holy war: 1. fighting for a 

religious cause or God.  2. Most likely 

to be controlled by a religious leader. 

There will be an element of overlap 

with Lesser Jihad. 

 

Religion as a cause of war and 

violence: initially wars like the 

Crusades and more recently used by 

groups like Al-Qaeda/Isis.  Issues 

such as cartoons of e.g. Prophet 

Muhammad (Charlie Hebdo, Danish 

cartoons) caused violent reactions 

 Islam means peace and so war has to be a last 

resort 

 The initial Just War theory set in place the 

regulations surrounding the criteria for a war to 

be just, this would ensure the chances of war 

being less likely: E.g.: The war must have a Just 

Cause and can include self-defence/Not be to 

gain territory or resources e.g. oil/Declared by a 

state leader/ It’s a last resort after all other 

methods have failed/Those who die in the cause 

of Islam are believed to go straight to heaven 

 The Qur’an says ‘if someone attacks you, you are 

permitted to fight’. 

 Its aim is to reduce unnecessary ills e.g. 

Innocents are protected as are land and holy 

buildings/animals killed only for food/ The force 

used must be proportional/dead bodies are not 

to be mutilated 

 Christianity: ’Eye for an eye’, ‘love your 

neighbour’, Jesus didn’t fight back when being 

arrested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Anyone who dies fighting the cause of Islam the family 

know they will go to heaven 

 They will analyse very carefully the reasons surrounding 

the conduct to see if war can be avoided 

 They may demonstrate to encourage avoidance of war 

 Most Muslims would not support groups such as Isis, who 

clearly break all the rules surrounding Lesser Jihad. 

 Even in Muslim countries where chemical weapons have 

been used, most would have an issue with this because 

they are not proportionate.  WMD cause huge pain and 

devastation. 

 Some may feel conflict living in the West and struggle 

with certain military policies and what they see as 

attacks on Islam, whilst most would pray or try and find 

ways of putting pressure on the government, some may 

choose to go abroad and fight with other Muslims. 

 

 

 

 Many Muslims felt that although cartoons of the 

Prophet Muhammad which were printed in certain 

sections of the media were wrong and highly insensitive, 

they also disagreed with the violent responses of some 

Muslims 

 

 Some of the rules can be subjective 

(whether it is the Western world’s Just 

war or Lesser Jihad) 

 The picture is not always clear as there 

may be an individual or many countries 

politics behind certain tensions 

 People can feel torn between the need to 

protect the faith and supporting 

governments 

 The concept of Lesser Jihad has been 

hijacked by terrorists claiming to be 

Muslim whilst ignoring the ‘rules’. 

 If people feel their pleas are being ignored 

or their faith is regularly under attack e.g. 

Islamophobia (whatever the form), they 

become desperate and may lead to them 

taking up arms. 

 

 

 Issues surrounding the rights of the free 

press to publish articles/images which may 

cause offence 

7. Pacifism: refusing to take part  

in war or any form of violence. There 

are now different forms; Absolute: 

(as above), Conditional: when all other 

methods have failed (Just War), 

Active: fighting using non-violent 

methods e.g. protests, social media 

 

Some Muslims struggle with the title 

Pacifist because of lesser Jihad 

 Violence doesn’t solve problems only creates 

them, it isn’t compassionate  (Islam is) 

 The innocents suffer – goes against one of the 

lesser jihad rules 

 Modern weapons cause too much damage to land 

and people 

 The Qur’an states that if peace is offered, they 

must take it. 

 ‘Take not a life which God has made sacred’ 

Qur’an 

 They will try and promote forgiveness and reconciliation 

(see No.1) 

 They believe that by promoting peace (which is what 

Islam means), they are helping to protect God’s creation 

 Support or work with the Muslim Peace Fellowship who 

work for peace globally 

 Join groups to help educate people about Islam and its 

teachings about peace  

 

 Pacifism may sometimes be seen as the 

easy opt out when certain situations need 

action e.g. WW2 and Hitler 

 Contradictions that appear in holy texts 

e.g. Christianity: ‘eye for an eye..’ vs. ‘love 

your neighbour’. In Islam: ‘fighting has 

been ordained for you..’ vs. ‘If you 

believers respond to an attack, make your 

response proportionate, but it is best to 

stand fast’  

8. Religious responses to war  

victims: these will include; injured 

members of the troops, families of 

those injured or dead, people left 

behind in war zones where there is 

destruction, refugees. Muslim Aid and 

Islamic relief both work at home and 

abroad providing long and short term 

 ‘whoever saved a life, it would be as if they 

saved the life of all mankind’ 

 Islam is a compassionate religion 

 The importance of the Ummah (worldwide 

community of Muslims), in most cases it is 

Muslims who are suffering 

 Muhammad was an orphan and showed 

compassion towards them 

 Support orphanages 

 Give money to Muslim aid and Islamic Relief to provide 

aid 

 Spend time abroad working amongst victims of war 

based on compassion 

 Also promote forgiveness and reconciliation as lack of 

this will only aggravate the situation 

 The place of religions, individuals to do 

jobs governments should do 

 Some might use these situations to 

promote their faith, with an element of 

pressure 

 Helping their own vs. helping all 

 If more charities came together, more 

might be achieved 



aid. Muslim Aid also set up the Beity 

orphanage in Turkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crime & Punishment: Christianity 

Name & Meaning  Why Impact   Issues & Challenges 
1. Good and Evil intentions and 

actions: good intentions means 

to do something for the right 

reason because you want to do 

good. Evil actions means to do 

wrong and hurt others. Evil 

intentions means to do 

something good for the wrong 

reasons, e.g. only to be 

rewarded 

 They believe all humans are special and God gave 

them a duty to care for others  

 They believe God will reward them in the 

afterlife by sending them to heaven.  

 If a person is evil in their life and hurts others, 

God will punish them by sending them to hell. 

 “Do not be overcome with evil but overcome evil 

with good” Romans 12:21 

 “To those who by persistence in doing good seek 

for glory, honour and immortality, he will give 

eternal life” Romans  

 “love your neighbour as yourself” Matthew 

 Christians will strive to follow the key principles of 

God’s teachings in the way they treat others, e.g. they 

might help an elderly person cross the road or they will 

give to the poor.  

 They will follow rules such as the ten commandments 

 They will aim to follow these teachings for the right 

reasons, they will think about their intentions before 

they act.  

 What one person perceives as ‘good’ may be 

seen as bad by someone else – morality is 

subjective (down to personal opinion or 

experience) which can make it challenging 

to know the impact of your actions on 

others.  

 Christians can recognise that suffering can 

teach people to be stronger and that good 

can come from evil  

 Without evil there would not be any 

opportunity for Christians to practice 

helping others.  

2. Reasons for crime: crimes = 

breaking the law. Sin = breaking 

God’s law. Reasons for crime 

include poverty & upbringing, 

mental illness, addiction, greed 

and hate and opposing unjust 

laws.  

 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God” Romans 

 “Anyone who does not do what is right is not 

God’s child” John  

 “Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established” Romans  

 The 10 commandments 

 “Love thy neighbour as thyself” 

 “Let justice roll on like a river” Isaiah  

 Christians believe they have a duty to follow the laws of 

the country in which they live, as they believe God has 

put those forms of authority in place.  

 Christianity teaches that sin is part of human nature 

(Adam & Eve) – everyone has the potential to commit 

crime.  

 Unjust laws (e.g. racist laws) should be challenged.  

 People should be educated about why crime is wrong and 

helped to overcome challenges in their lives to become 

better people.  

 Crime requires fair punishment that gives the person 

the opportunity to reform.  

 If authorities are put in place by God 

there is an issue when a countries laws are 

unjust, e.g. they might be racist. In this 

case Christians would believe they should 

challenge that unjust law – however some 

people may break the law in doing so. How 

do these people get punished, if they are 

punished at all?  

 

3. Types of crime: hate crime = a 

crime motivated by prejudice 

(e.g. racial) against an individual 

or group in society. Theft = the 

action of taking things that don’t 

belong to you. Murder = the 

unlawful and premeditated 

(planned) killing of one human 

being by another. There are also 

many other types of crime, e.g. 

crimes against the state like 

terrorism.  

 “God created mankind in His own image” Genesis 

 “Love thy neighbour as thyself”  

 “Do to others as you would have them do to you” 

Luke  

 “You shall not steal” 

 “You shall not murder” 

 “You have heard it said long ago, you shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject 

to judgment” Matthew. 

 For the reasons above, Christians are against 

these types of crimes.  

 Christians are concerned about hate crimes, not only 

those directed at Christians but those directed at other 

religions or for reasons other than religion. Teachings 

from the Bible suggest everyone is equal and deserves 

equal respect and dignity.  

 

 Christians sometimes support the death 

penalty, which is still a form of murder.  

 There might be different reasons why 

people commit crime, e.g. someone might 

steal because they are desperate for food. 

Christians must accept that as well as their 

punishment for breaking the law, these 

type of people also need support to help 

them not to re-offend.   

4. Punishment – Aims of 

Punishment: retribution = making 

criminals pay for what they have 

done. Deterrence = discourage 

someone from breaking the law. 

Reformation = punishment shows 

the criminal what they have done 

wrong and gives them the 

 Retribution – “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 

tooth” Exodus 

 “For in the same way you judge others, you will 

be judged and with the measure you use” 

Matthew 

 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment 

but the righteous to eternal life” Matthew 

 God is a God of justice, so making criminals pay for what 

they have done wrong seems just. Christians believe 

there is a difference between retribution and revenge, 

the punishment should be limited and of an appropriate 

response.  

 Punishment is good if it stops a person committing a 

crime in the first place. 

 Some Christians support capital 

punishment which is a very permanent and 

serious punishment for crime – they follow 

the teaching of an “eye for an eye”. This 

doesn’t give the criminal the opportunity to 

improve themselves. What if the person 

they kill isn’t actually guilty?  



opportunity to change, e.g. 

educating them or providing them 

with jobs/skills so they don’t 

need to commit crime.  

 

 “If someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 

the Spirit should restore that person gently” 

Galatians.  

 Jesus taught about the importance of agape (selfless 

and unconditional love) – this is needed in order for 

people to be given a fresh start.  

 Christians will aim to forgive and support those who 

have been punished for their crimes – Jesus forgave 

when he was dying on the cross. They also believe God 

will judge the criminal when they die, so it is their duty 

to help them in this life.  

5. Divergent (different) Christian 

attitudes about the treatment 

of criminals. Christians believe a 

person should be punished for 

any crimes they commit but they 

should also be given their basic 

human rights, such as 

food/water. Prisons should be 

there to protect society but also 

should not infringe upon human 

rights. A person should be given 

a fair trial. They should not be 

subject to corporal punishment 

(physical punishment – illegal in 

the UK). They should have a trial 

by jury.  

 Christians recognise all humans have a right to 

be treated equally because they were all made in 

the image of God. Therefore, all humans should 

have access to their basic human rights 

throughout their punishment. Prisons shouldn’t 

be overcrowded and they should never be 

physically abused in them.  

 “remember those in prison as though in prison 

with them” Hebrews 

 “you are all one in Jesus Christ” Galatians 

 Christians believe in justice, “does our law 

condemn a man without first hearing him to find 

out what he has been doing?” John 

 “do not pervert the course of justice or show 

partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe 

blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words 

of the innocent” Deuteronomy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Christians support a fair trial by a jury and believe a 

person should be able to explain/defend their actions in 

front of people with no bias.  

 Christians support community service as a form of 

punishment because they believe it helps to reform and 

educate criminals and often has a better outcome than 

prison.  

 Christians do not support the use of corporal 

punishment because they follow the example of Jesus 

who taught about forgiveness. The criminal should be 

treated with respect because all life is sacred.  

 

 Christians disagree with the use of 

torture, but if torture can help save many 

lives (e.g. in the cases of war), is this not a 

lesser evil?  

 Some would argue that prison isn’t a severe 

enough punishment to deter a criminal 

from committing a crime in the first place. 

It doesn’t always teach them a lesson and 

this is supported by the fact that 

approximately 40% of criminals released 

from prison go on to re-offend. Re-

offending rates are on the rise.  

 The cost of keeping someone in prison is 

high – approx. £63,000 per year per 

prisoner in high security prisons that hold 

terrorists, rapists etc to keep the public 

safe. Who pays for this?  

6. Forgiveness: forgiveness is to 

stop blaming someone for what 

they have done, accept that they 

are sorry and work towards 

reconciliation (bringing people 

back together after a conflict).  

 “for if you forgive other people when they sin 

against you, your heavenly father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive others 

their sins, your father will not forgive you your 

sins” Matthew 

 “Do not judge me, and you will not be judged. Do 

not condemn and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven” Luke  

 “Father forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing” Luke 

 “Forgive 70x7 times”  

 Christians will work to reintegrate offenders back into 

the local community through organisations such as 

street pastors, by providing them with an education and 

the opportunity to learn vocational skills.  

 It is important to Christians that offenders realise the 

wrongness of their actions and make retribution to 

those they have wronged.  

 Restorative justice brings together the offender and 

victim of the crime to try to restore peace. Christian 

organisations such as Prison Fellowship run programmes 

such as Sycamore Tree explores the effect of crime on 

victims and their families.  

 Jesus died on the cross to bring reconciliation between 

God and humanity.  

  Some things might be seen as 

unforgiveable.  

 Sometimes people don’t show remorse and 

don’t want forgiveness.  

 Sometimes the person isn’t available to 

give forgiveness to, e.g. in the case of a 

suicide bomber  

7. The death penalty: execution, 

where the life of a condemned 

prisoner is taken away. This is 

illegal in the UK although it still 

 “you shall not murder” 

 “whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall 

their blood be shed”  

 Some Christians might support the death penalty 

because there are teachings in the Bible that suggest 

people should lose their lives for taking life. The 

Christian Church used the death penalty in the middle 

 We can’t always be 100% certain that a 

person committed the crime we are putting 

them to death for. People frequently 

confess guilt to something they didn’t do.  



exists in China, Iran, Saudi 

Arabia etc.  

 “you have heard that it was said, ‘eye for an eye, 

and tooth for tooth’ but I tell you, do not resist 

an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right 

cheek, turn to them the other cheek also”  

ages for those who challenged the authority of the 

church.  

 The vast majority of Christians are opposed to the 

death penalty because they believe in following Jesus’ 

teachings of spreading love and giving forgiveness. Jesus 

taught revenge was wrong and that human life is sacred. 

Most denominations have spoken out against the death 

penalty.  

 The punishment is too permanent and 

doesn’t give a chance to change 

 How do we decide which crimes are severe 

enough to warrant the death penalty?  

 At what age do we give the death penalty? 

E.g. Jon Venables and Robert Thompson 

 What if a person has a learning difficulty 

or an issue with their mental health and 

they do not understand what they have 

done. Do they deserve to die?  

 The problem with the amount it costs to 

keep someone in prison is eradicated if we 

give criminals the death penalty 

 The mental health of the executioner 

would be a concern for Christians. Would 

the executioner be judged as a murderer 

by God when they die?  

 


