
Christianity

Key words!

Christian: A believer in, and 

follower of Jesus

Denomination – a branch of 

Christianity

Bible – the Christian holy book, 

contains two parts; the Old 

Testament and the New 

Testament

Trinity: The Christian belief that 

God is three separate persons 

within One – father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.

Golden rule: Jesus’ teaching the 

people that they should treat 

others as they wish to be treated.

Easter: the Christian celebration 

of the resurrection of Christ.

Gospel: literally means, 'Good 

News'; it is used to refer to the 

first four books of the Christian 

New Testament which tell the 

story of Jesus' earthly ministry.

Parable – a story with a meaning, 

one of Jesus’ ways of teaching. 

Church – a place where Christians 

worship

Monotheist – someone who 

believes in only one God

Easter

Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the 

most important Christian festival, and the one celebrated with 

the greatest joy. 

On Good Friday, Jesus Christ was executed by crucifixion. His 

body was taken down from the cross, and buried in a cave. The 

tomb was guarded and an enormous stone was put over the 

entrance, so that no-one could steal the body. On the following 

Sunday, some women visited the grave and found that the 

stone had been moved, and that the tomb was empty. Jesus 

himself was seen that day, and for days afterwards by many 

people. His followers realised that God had raised Jesus from 

the dead.

Church

There are many different branches of Christianity, with churches that suit their 

particular styles of worship. The Church of England - the established Christian Church 

in England – is thought to have the most, at around 16,000. Although every church is 

different, some features are more common than others. Most churches have stained 

glass is used to decorate church windows and usually show stories and characters 

from the Bible and crosses to remind them of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Jesus
Jesus came to teach people God’s will for them, and to show them what life would be 

like in the Kingdom of God. For Christians, the Kingdom of God (Kingdom of Heaven in 

Matthew’s Gospel) is both an inner change of heart and a symbol of peace on earth.

Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah (Christ) for Christians, is important. He not only taught 

people about God, he showed them what God is like. Jesus was put to death on the 

cross. This was the crucifixion.

Christians believe that Jesus was a human being who was also fully God. Christians 

believe that Jesus never sinned or did anything wrong.

Bible
The Bible is not just one book, but an entire library, with stories, songs, poetry, letters 

and history, as well as literature that might more obviously qualify as 'religious'.

The Christian Bible has two sections, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The 

Old Testament is the original sacred scriptures of the Jewish faith, written at different 

times between about 1200 and 165 BC. Christians wrote the New Testament books in 

the first century AD.

Key beliefs

God - Christians believe that there is only one God, whom they call 

Father as Jesus Christ taught them.

The Trinity - Christians believe in the Trinity - that is, in God as Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Christians believe that God took human form as 

Jesus Christ and that God is present today through the work of the 

Holy Spirit and evident in the actions of believers.

10 commandments - They believe in the 10 commandments, which 

were given to Moses by God on Mount Sinai (Egypt).

Prayer - Christians communicate with their God. The New Testament 

records that Jesus taught his disciples how to pray and that he 

encouraged them to address God as Father.
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