
Forgiveness

Key Words
- Atonement: the belief that 

reconciliation between God and 
humanity was achieved by Jesus’ 
death

- Forgiveness: letting go of blame 
for the things a person has done 
wrong; moving on

- Sins: behaviour that is against 
God’s laws and wishes

- Merciful: God’s willingness to 
forgive the sins of those who are 
sorry

- Salvation: saving of the soul to be 
able to enter heaven in the 
afterlife. Christians believe Jesus 
died to save them from their sins. 

- Repentance: the act of feeling 
regret or remorse 

- Judgment: the belief of religious 
people that God will judge them 
on their actions when they die

- Yom Kippur: a 25 hour day in 
which Jewish people will pray 
intensively for their sins to be 
forgiven by God. 

- Rosh Hashanah: the Jewish new 
year, a time for personal reflection. 

- Reconciliation – making up and 
rebuilding relationships between 
two sides after a disagreement. 

Jesus and Forgiveness
Christians believe that when they die, they will be 
judged according to their sins. However, they also 
believe that God is merciful and will forgive them if they 
are truly sorry. For this reason, Jesus taught people to 
forgive the wrongdoing of others which is shown in 
teachings like “forgive 70x7 times”, this taught 
Christians that there should be no limit on forgiveness 
and that they should forgive others if they want to 
receive forgiveness from God themselves when they 
die. 

Anthony Walker
Anthony was murdered when he was 18 years old. 
The attack on him was unprovoked and racially 
aggravated. He came from a Christian family. After 
his death, his mother, Gee Walker, chose to forgive 
the young men who had murdered her son. She 
explains that the reason she chose to forgive was 
because holding onto anger and hatred was a 
burden that was “too great” for her, and she 
believes it is her duty as a Christian to show 
forgiveness to others. 

Allah the Merciful
Muslims believe that when they die they will be judged 
on the life they have lived and how well they have 
followed Allah’s teachings. They believe that each 
person has two angels on their shoulders; one to note 
down their good deeds and one to note down the bad 
things they do. Muslims believe it is in Allah’s nature to 
forgive those who sin, and “Allah the Merciful” is even 
one of the 99 names they use to help them understand 
Allah. They believe that when someone does them 
wrong, they should give them forgiveness. If they do 
any wrong, they should pray to Allah to ask him for 
forgiveness. 

Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah
Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, there 
are 10 days of repentance. This is where Jews say 
sorry to God so that he will judge them to be 
good.
Yom Kippur is the ‘Day of Atonement’. This means 
that Jews spend the day trying to make things 
right with God. They fast all day so that they can 
focus on God. They spend a lot of the day praying, 
or at the synagogue. They ask God to forgive them 
of all their sins. They ask anyone they have hurt to 
forgive them and they try to make up for it in any 
way they can. Then they ask for forgiveness from 
God and try to lead better lives. At this time some 
Jews wear white clothes because the colour white 
is a symbol of purity and being free from sin. 


