
Knowledge Organiser: HT3 – Poetry from Different Cultures

Themes

Identity Conflict

Violence Faith

Loss Belonging

Cultural Experiences Responsibility

Power Political Correctness

Comparing 
connectives

Likewise
Similarly
Equally 

Likewise
As with

General subject terminology used in poetry: simile, metaphor, personification, 
onomatopoeia, oxymoron, juxtaposition, emotive language, pathetic fallacy, 

alliteration, dissonance, imagery, symbolism, semantic field, tone, sensory imagery, 
synaesthesia, form, ambiguity, connotation

Subject terminology more specific to poetry

Stanza A Stanza is a set amount of lines grouped by rhythmical pattern 
and meter. (A verse)

Enjambment The continuation of a sentence or phrase from one line to the 
next, without pause.

Dramatic 
Monologue 

A poem spoken by a character.

Plosive 
alliteration

Repetition of the ‘B’, ‘D’ and ‘P’ sound at the beginning of words.

Sibilance Repetition of the S or SH sound at the beginning of words.

Half-rhyme Words in which the consonants rhyme, rather than the vowels.

Iambic 
Pentameter

A line of verse with five beats, which fall on the second syllable of 
each pair.

Rhyming Couplets Two lines following one another which rhyme

Sonnet A poem of fourteen lines, usually ending with a rhyming couplet.

Rhythm The arrangement of words to form a regular beat through a 
pattern of stresses.

Contrasting 
connectives

However
Whereas

On the other 
hand

Alternatively
Although

Poetic term Examples Definition

Alliteration

‘flowing flakes 

that flock’

When letter sounds at the 

beginning of words are 

repeated.

Simile

‘the world 

overflowing, like 

a treasure chest’ 

When something is 

described as being like 

something else.

Rhyme

feet-heat,

Mass – grass,

must – dust,        

where – care

When more than one word 

sounds the same – usually 

at the end of a line but can 

be within lines of poetry.          

Rhetorical 

question

When can their 

glory fade? 

A question used to make 

the reader think about the 

answer.

Rhythm

I met a traveller

from an antique

land

When a poem/line has a 

beat/pace to it – can be 

used to emphasise a poet’s 

point by changing the pitch 

of the voice. 

Key Quotations
1)“as the blessing sings over their small bones…”, 2)“your 
mother tongue would rot, rot and die in your mouth until 

you had to spit it out” 3)“all four close together as if 
anything at all were possible…” 4) “I ent have no gun/ I 

ent have no knife…” 5)“yu mean when Picasso
mix red an green is a half-caste canvas?” 6)“I could never 

be as lovely/ as those clothes…” 7) “wakes up/ to the 
sound of blue surf/ in his head…” 8)“So long they don’t 

take the yam/ From my savouring mouth…” 9) “I open the 
door./ Come in, I say…” 10) “We can all be refugees/ 

Sometimes it only takes a day...” 11) But a bird that stalks
down his narrow cage can seldom see through his bars of 

rage.”

http://www.oasisacademymediacityuk.org/

