
Do Now

Open and save a copy of the worksheet for this class and 
copy down the Learning Objective and the Keyword.

You will need to complete it as we go through this lesson.

Learning Objective: To introduce the war unit and 
religious perspectives on war.

Keywords – Copy onto your worksheet
War - a state of armed conflict between different countries 
or different groups within a country.

Title: Introduction to War 21/04/2020



Today’s Lesson

• Objectives
• To learn keywords of this 

unit.

• To understand the causes 
of war.

• To analyse religious views 
on war.

• To analyse recent wars.

• To explain whether war is 
ever ‘just’.

• Outcomes
• Quote keywords, facts and 

references to war and use 
them in writing.

• To say which rules of war 
are similar across different 
religions.

• To say whether recent 
wars and conflicts were 
‘just’.



Key Terms – Question 3

• Conflict

• Forgiveness

• Peace

• Justice

• Reconciliation

• Fairness, making right a situation which has 
been unjust.

• To live in harmony and without fear.

• When opposing sides are brough together to 
achieve peace.

• When we let go of a grudge towards someone 
who has wronged us.

• Disagreement, sometimes leading to fighting.



Key Terms – Match them Up

• Justice - Fairness, making right a situation which has been unjust.

• Peace - To live in harmony and without fear.

• Reconciliation - When opposing sides are brought together to achieve 
peace.

• Forgiveness - When we let go of a grudge towards someone who has 
wronged us.

• Conflict - Disagreement, sometimes leading to fighting.



Causes of War – Question 4

• While the music plays, write down all the causes of 
war that you can think of.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d8C4AIFgUg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d8C4AIFgUg


Causes of War

• Economic Gain – fighting for money or wealth.

• Territorial Gain – fighting for land.

• Religion – differences in beliefs.

• Nationalism – fighting to establish your country, i.e. 
Northern Ireland.

• Revenge – fighting to get pay back.

• Civil War – fighting between two sides or halves of a 
country.

• Revolutionary War – fighting to change the political 
structure, i.e. France, USSR.

• Defensive War – fighting to protect your country from 
invasion.



Causes of War

• Economic Gain – fighting for money or 
wealth.

• Territorial Gain – fighting for land.
• Religion – differences in beliefs.
• Nationalism – fighting to establish your 

country, i.e. Northern Ireland.
• Revenge – fighting to get pay back.
• Civil War – fighting between two sides or 

halves of a country.
• Revolutionary War – fighting to change the 

political structure, i.e. France, USSR.
• Defensive War – fighting to protect your 

country from invasion.

Question 5 & 6

Which do you think is 
the best reason to go to 
war?

Which do you think is 
the worst reason to go 
to war?



Religious Teachings

• Religions have various teachings on war, peace and 
the treatment of prisoners and civilians.

• Read through the slides and answer the questions 
on your worksheet.



Question 7

The Beatitudes comes from a famous 
speech given by Jesus that is called The 
Sermon on the Mount.

In it, Jesus explains who will be most 
blessed by God.

This speech is radical because Jesus 
praised the poor, weak, sad and peaceful 
people, rather than the Kings, Queens, 
religious leaders and other powerful 
people of the time.

Which quotes do you think can be applied 
to war?



Christianity – the ‘Just War’ rules

1. It must be fought by a legal recognised authority, eg, 
a government

2. The cause of the war must be just.

3. The war must be fought with the intention to 
establish good or correct evil.

4. There must be a reasonable chance of success.

5. The war must be the last resort (after all diplomatic 
negotiations have been tried and failed).

6. Only sufficient force must be used and civilians must 
not be involved.



Lesser Jihad (jihad means ‘struggle’)
1. The enemy must have started the fighting – Muslims 

cannot start the war.

2. It must be approved by a recognised religious leader.

3. It must be for a good reason – it cannot be just to gain 
land or wealth.

4. It must be a last resort – all other ways of solving the 
problem must have been tried

5. Innocent people should not be killed or hurt in any way, 
especially women and children.

6. Enemies must be treated with justice.

7. Wounded enemy soldiers must be treated in exactly the 
same way as your own soldiers.

8. The war must stop as soon as the enemy asks for peace.

9. Property must not be damaged.

10. Poisonous weapons are forbidden, because they damage 
the environment.



Is it a Just War?  Question 10

• Research 1 of the following 
conflicts and answer the 
questions…

1. When did the war happen?

2. What was the cause of the 
war?

3. Who was fighting?

4. How many died?

5. How long did it last?

6. Did it meet or break the 
rules for a just war / lesser 
jihad?  Give reasons why.

• WW2

• 9/11

• Invasion of Afghanistan 2001

• ISIS invasion of Iraq



Explain religious views on 
the rules of war.

Give examples of wars and 
how these have met or 

broken the religious rules 
of war.

One religious view on war 
is…

This is similar to another 
view on war…

One war which broke this 
rule was…

“Religion causes more 
wars than it solves.”

Do you agree or disagree?

Can you give examples of 
where religion has caused 

or resolved war?

Why do some religious 
believers go to war if it is 

against their beliefs?

Write a poem against war.

It must contain at least 3 
religious quotes or 

teachings.

They can be quotes about 
war or in general (i.e. love 

thy neighbour).

Be prepared to share 
your poem at the end of 

class!

“To ignore evil is 

to become an 

accomplice to it.”

Dr. Martin Luther King

“In a gentle way, 

you can shake 

the world.”

Mahatma 

Gandhi



Plenary

Paper

1. What is a Just War?

2. What is the name of 
Jesus’ most famous 
speech?

3. What is the meaning of 
jihad?

4. What is nationalism?

5. What is a civil war?

Online

• Go to the Assessment 
Quiz and complete it 
now.

• You will need to upload 
the completed worksheet 
to me by 5.30 today.

• See you next week!


