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Task 1: List five things that you already know about Queen 

Elizabeth I next to the bullet points below: 

 

   

    

   

    

   



 

What do you think a ‘Golden Age’ is? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Task 2: During Elizabeth’s I reign, England experienced a blossoming 

culture – theatre, art, architecture, literature and music – that has 

been referred to as the ‘Golden Age’.  

Elizabethan England was considered by many to be a ‘Golden age’ for 

the nation, but are we living in a ‘Golden Age’ right now? 

These are the areas in which great achievements should be made for 

a time period to be considered a ‘Golden Age’.  

 

• Art 

• Peace 

• Exploration 

• Theatre/Entertainment 

• Buildings/Architecture 

• Science and Technology 

• Education 

• Literature 

 

Do you think that we are living in a ‘Golden Age’ right now? Explain 

your answer with reference to the bullet points above. 

 

I think that we are / are not living in a ‘Golden Age’ in 2020, this is 

because 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



Task 3: Read through ‘A tour of London 1588’. Highlight any 

information that suggests that this was a time of improvement or 

luxury for ordinary citizens (lower classes / commoners). 

A tour of London 1588 

Your day begins early and the air is chill. Your stomach rumbles, 

reminding you that breakfast is a little overdue after your long 

journey to the capital.  

Up ahead you see a wooden sign with a splendid white stag with full 

antlers, rearing up on its hind legs. This inn is called ‘The White 

Hart’. Most Englishmen, unable to read, depend on signs like this to 

identify the different inns, stores and other businesses they come 

across. You push open the rough wooden door and the warmth from 

the fire instantly welcomes you in.  

Taking a seat nearest the fire, you order a breakfast of porridge. 

The whiff of tobacco smoke tickles your nostrils. You turn to see a 

small group of men smoking clay pipes at the table in the corner. You 

are surprised, given their simple clothes, that they can afford this 

expensive treat. Perhaps they have been lucky at cards, dice or 

another game of chance. The poorest in England seem to love 

gambling and that promise of an easy win.  

There is a roar of laughter from the pipe smokers’ table. One of the 

men, perhaps a little drunk from the night before, has challenged his 

companion to a wrestling match. Wrestling, along with the 

dangerously violent game of football, is popular with the lower 

orders. Gentlemen such as yourself would not be caught dead in such 

vulgar pursuits. You much prefer the more refined pleasures of 

tennis, bowls and fencing.  

You eat the last of your porridge. You wonder what your wife would 

say if she knew you had visited a rough tavern. Inns such as this 

were no place for women. Pulling your cloak more tightly round your 

shoulders, you head back onto the street. London has come alive 



since while you ate your breakfast. A herd of sheep appear, bleating 

noisily and forcing you to stand with your back against the inn door. 

These animals are brought in alive to ensure fresh meat at the 

market.  

Further along the street people are taking down the shutters from 

their windows and setting up shop stalls. One in particular catches 

your eye. It is a print seller, on his table are piled various pamphlets 

and books. There are popular stories such as Robin Hood which have 

a mass market appeal. Even those who cannot read enjoy looking at 

the pictures and having the stories read to them.  

 

After a while 

you find 

yourself at the 

city walls near 

Bishopsgate. 

Through the 

gate you spot 

some open 

fields where 

women lay out their washing. Up ahead you notice a group of well-

dressed men engaged in an archery contest. You ask if you may join 

and they welcome you, even lending you a bow. Archery is enjoyed by 

all classes of men. 

Your frequent misses have attracted the attention of a group of 

teenage boys who laugh at your efforts. These lads are on their way 

to a grammar school. Most are of the better off sort, the sons of 

yeoman, merchants or gentry while one or two of the others are 

bright boys from the lower classes. Demand for grammar schools 

has increased during Elizabeth’s reign and there is a desire in all 

social classes to try to educate their children as much as possible.  



The number of students going to Oxford and Cambridge universities 

has risen under Elizabeth. If they are wealthy, or bright enough to 

win a scholarship, some of these grammar school boys might get 

there. Two thirds of those students leaving Oxford and Cambridge 

are now originally from the lower classes, with the rest coming from 

the nobility and gentry. Despite this, for most children in England 

such an education remains out of reach.  

After much wandering through London’s densely packed streets and 

a stop for refreshment, you find yourself in Southwark. You are 

swept quickly along by a crowd of people heading towards Paris 

Garden and the Bull Ring. You take your seat on one of the many 

tiered benches overlooking the arena. A bull is led into the ring along 

with some fierce looking dogs. You had hoped for a bear but no 

matter, it’s time to place your bet on the outcome of the contest! 

The dogs are let 

loose and a bloody 

battle unfolds 

before a cheering 

audience comprised 

of every level of 

society. Bull and 

bear baiting has 

been popular with 

audiences and 

gamblers for 

hundreds of years. 

Rumour has it that 

even Queen 

Elizabeth enjoys the 

spectacle!  

People regard animals as mindless creatures with little or no feeling 

so why not use them for sport? Hunting is also one of life’s great 

pleasures for all classes of people. You and your friends can hunt for 

deer and go hawking with highly trained birds of prey. The lower 



classes can hunt though they are restricted to smaller game such as 

rabbits and are prevented by law from hunting on the best land.  

As you file back onto the street, you notice that the sky has 

darkened and that it has started to rain. Just then you overhear a 

group of gentlemen discussing a play showing at the nearby Rose 

Theatre. You introduce yourself and tag along, making polite 

conversation. You and your friends decide to pay the three penny 

entrance fee so you can sit in one of the covered galleries safe from 

the rain. The galleries around you seat the wealthier audience 

members. Gazing down into ‘the pit’ at the front of the stage you 

notice the ’groundlings’. These people, mostly from the lower orders, 

have paid just a penny. They are closer to the action but are already 

soaked from the downpour. This does little to dampen their spirits 

and they howl, cheer and sing during the performance. Acting is not 

considered suitable for women and the female roles are played by 

young boys. One such boy attracts little sympathy and is pelted with 

the occasional food item 

from the groundlings. The 

play itself is rather coarse 

but you enjoy the 

performance.  

Perhaps next time you might 

be lucky enough to catch a 

play by William Shakespeare. 

They say he has become 

better known since the death 

of his great rival, the 

playwright Christopher 

Marlowe. Shakespeare’s plays 

often deal with themes such 

as good and evil but also 

stress the importance of 

order and hierarchy. As a 

result, they are popular with 



Elizabeth’s government. His new play, Richard III, presents the 

Tudors in a very positive light!   

Task 4: Using the passages that you have highlighted in ‘A tour 

of London’, write a paragraph to explain how life for ordinary 

citizens improved during Elizabeth’s reign. You must include at 

least three points.  

 

 Life improved for ordinary citizens in many ways. For example… 

This was important because… In addition to this… Furthermore… 

 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge: There were still huge inequalities between the poor and 

the rich. Can you give any examples of these? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

Task 5: Despite the fact that there were many positive changes 

during the Elizabethan era, there were also cases of conflict and 

upheaval. Using the diagram, describe the problems that you think 

Elizabeth might have faced during her reign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poverty would have been a problem for Elizabeth because 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Religion would have been a problem for Elizabeth because 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Succession (who will rule next?) would have been a problem for 

Elizabeth because _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 



Foreign Policy (dealing with other countries) might have caused 

problems for Elizabeth because ___________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Weak rulers in the past might have caused problems for Elizabeth 

because 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge: Which problem do you think would have been the biggest 

for Elizabeth to face? 

 In my opinion… 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

Task 6: To what extent was there a ‘Golden Age’ during the 

reign of Elizabeth I? 

 

Using all of the information in this booklet you are now going to 

produce an extended piece of writing to respond to this question. 

You should aim for at least 150 words. Achievement points will be 

awarded for good effort.  

 

You can use the sentence starters and connectives provided, or 

you can delete these and write your own response. 

 

In my opinion, to a large extent / some extent / there was a ‘Golden 

Age’ during the reign of Elizabeth I. The evidence for this is… 

In addition to this… This meant that… As a result… 

Challenge paragraph: However, it could be argued… this is due to the 

fact that… furthermore… Overall… 



___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 


