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This booklet contains two lessons worth of work 

 

 

 



Glossary: 

Allies: People who co-operate with each 

other. 

Successor: A person who carries on the 

throne 

Puritan: The Puritans were a religious group 

who were very important in early Stuart 

England. 

Infanta:A daughter of the King of Spain or 

Portugal 

 

King James I 

 

James was king of Scotland until 1603, when he became the first Stuart king of 

England as well, creating the kingdom of Great Britain.  

 

James was born on 19 June 1566 in Edinburgh Castle. His mother was Mary, 

Queen of Scots and his father her second husband, Lord Darnley. Darnley was 

murdered in February 1567. In July Mary was forced to abdicate in favour of 

her infant son. James's tutor, the historian and poet George Buchanan, was a 

positive influence and James was a capable student. Advisors 

ruled the kingdom on James’s behalf until 1576, when James 

became ruler, although he did not actually take control until 

1581. He proved to be a wise ruler who effectively controlled 

the various religious and political factions in Scotland. 

In 1586, James and Elizabeth I became allies under the 

Treaty of Berwick. When his mother was executed by 

Elizabeth the following year, James did not protest too loudly 

- he hoped to be named as Elizabeth's successor. In 1589, James married Anne 

of Denmark. Three of their seven children survived into adulthood. 

In March 1603, Elizabeth died and James became king of England and Ireland in 

a remarkably smooth transition of power. After 1603 he only visited Scotland 

once, in 1617. 

One of James's great contributions to England 

was the Authorised King James's Version of 

the bible (1611) which was to become the 

standard text for more than 250 years. But he 

disappointed the Puritans who hoped he would 

introduce some of the more radical religious 

ideas of the Scottish church, and the 

Catholics, who anticipated more lenient 

treatment. In 1605, a Catholic plot to blow up 

king and parliament was uncovered. James's 

firm belief in the divine right of kings, and constant need for money, also 

brought him into conflict repeatedly with parliament. 

Abroad, James attempted to encourage European peace. In 1604, he ended the 

long-running war with Spain and tried to arrange a marriage between his son and 

the Spanish Infanta. James's eldest son Henry died in 1612 and his wife Anne in 



1619. James himself died on 27 March 1625 and was succeeded by his second 

son, Charles. 

Questions 

1. Who was James’s mother? 

_______________________________________________________ 

2. What is an ally? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3. Who did James form an alliance with? 

_______________________________________________________ 

4. When did James become King of England? 

_______________________________________________________ 

5. Why did James disappoint the puritans? 

_______________________________________________________ 

6. Who became King after James? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Challenge questions: 

How was Mary Queen of Scots related to Elizabeth I? 

___________________________________________________________ 

How old was James when he became King of Scotland? 

__________________________________________________________ 

Who was the head of the Catholic plot to blow up the houses of parliament? 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONSPIRACY      
PARLIAMENT      
EXPLOSIVES      
GUNPOWDER      
MONTEAGLE      
SIGNATURE      
NOVEMBER      
CATHOLIC       
CATESBY       
TRESHAM      
TORTURE       
FAWKES       
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James I- what was he like? 

Read the following sources and fill in the table on the next page. 

 
Two historians said: 

 

Source 1 

James was a weak king of England he was clever, but did not know how to deal 

with people. James gave his friends too much power. He wasted money, and he 

argued with parliament. Some people in England said he was a coward 

                                                                   

Source 2 

He was lacking in self-respect and undignified in appearance. He had a big 

head, slobbering tongue, padded clothes and rickety legs. 

                                                                  

The following people knew James: 

 

Source 3 

King James was the most cowardly man I knew. He feared (scared) mischief 

and wore pistol proof padded clothes. 

                                                                  

Source 4 

He was timid . . .his eyes were large . . .his tongue was too large for his mouth . 

. .his drink came out. He liked peace, but only because he was scared. 



Source 5 

He was friendly with all the princes of Christendom. While most of the world 

was at war, he kept his country in peace. He was a just and good king 

                                                                   

Analysing Sources- Interpretation of James I 

 
 What does the source tell me about James? 

 

source 1 

 

 

 

 

 

source 2 

 

 

 

 

 

source 3 

 

 

 

 

 

source 4 

 

 

 

 

source 5 

 

 

 

 

 
Using the knowledge that you have gained about James I, describe him in 

your own words  

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 



Charles I 

 

Charles’ Mistakes 

 

 

Charles I was the son of James I. Like his father he believed 

in the ‘Divine Right of Kings’. Charles’ determination to take 

full control of the country and to make his own decisions made 

him very unpopular with people, especially members of 

parliament.  

Marriage 

In 1625, just after he had come to the throne, Charles married 

Henrietta Maria of France. Henrietta Maria was a Catholic. People were 

worried that Charles might bring back Catholicism and also that any 

children of the marriage would be brought up as Catholics. 
 

Ship Money was 

a tax paid by 

people living on 

the coast when 

England was at 

war. The money 

was used to pay 

for ships to 

protect coastal 

areas. 

 

Taxes 

It had been agreed in 1620 that only parliament could agree to new 

taxes being imposed.  

In 1634, Charles decided that he needed more money. He decided to 

make everyone living on the coast pay Ship Money all the time. In 

1635, Charles decided to make everyone in the country pay Ship 

Money. Some people refused to pay and ended up in Jail. 

In 1639 Charles needed an army to go to war against the Scots. A 

new tax was introduced to pay for the army. People were very angry. 

The Church 

In 1633 William Laud was made Archbishop of Canterbury. He and 

Charles decided that churches should be decorated again. A new English 

prayer book was introduced in 1637. The Puritans thought that Charles 

was trying to make the church Catholic again. 
 

Scotland 

The majority of people in Scotland were Puritans and hated the Catholics more than the 

English did. In 1638 Charles insisted that the English prayer book be used in Scottish 

churches. There were riots in Scotland. Charles had to take an army to Scotland to stop 

the rioting. However, his army lost and Charles ended up having to pay £850 a day to 

Scotland. 

 



 

1. Make a timeline of the mistakes Charles made 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who did Charles marry and where was she from? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3. What evidence can you find that Charles might have been secretly 

Catholic? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which one of these factors do you think was most important in making Charles 

unpopular amongst his people? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

William Laud 

 

 

Archbishop of Canterbury 

 

Ship Money 

 

 

Charles said everyone 

should pay this tax 

 

Henrietta Maria 

 

 

Charles’ Catholic wife 

 

English Prayer Book 

 

 

Charles tried to introduce 

this in Scotland 

 

Divine Right of Kings 

 

 

One of Charles’ beliefs 

Match the boxes on the left with those on the 

right. 



Charles Mistakes – Civil War Trigger Events 

 

 

In 1641 Parliament gave Charles a list of demands called the 

Grand Remonstrance. Two of the things they wanted were – 

 

1. That Parliament should choose the Kings ministers. This 

would give them power over the country. 

2. That the numbers of bishops be reduced. This would make 

the church more Protestant. 

 

159 MPs supported the Grand Remonstrance, but 148 did 

not. Charles took this as a sign that he had some supporters 

in Parliament. Charles did nothing and many MPs thought that 

Charles was going to get rid of Parliament altogether. 

 

 

In January 1642 Charles made a big mistake. He burst into the House of 

Commons with an army of 400 and demanded the arrest of the 5 leading MPs. 

Charles was left looking foolish when he learned that the MPs were not in the 

House of Commons. They had been warned and had fled out of a back door. 

 

March 1642 and MPs were very worried about what Charles would do next. The 

King had always controlled the army and MPs were worried that Charles would 

use the army against them. To stop him from being able to do this, parliament 

took control of the army. Charles was not pleased. He was cross that parliament 

was taking away his power. 

 

In June 1642 Parliament decided to try to force Charles to give them even more 

power. They gave Charles a list of things they wanted. It was called the 

Nineteen Propositions. Some of the propositions were: 

 That the King should make no major decision about the country, religion 

or money without parliament’s agreement. 

 That the King’s cannot appoint his own ministers without parliament’s 

agreement. 

 That parliament should control the education of the King’s children 

 That laws against Catholics should be upheld 

 That Parliament should dictate church reform. 



 

Charles had had enough. He gathered his supporters and formed an army. On 

22nd August he raised his standard at Nottingham. England was in a state of 

Civil War. 

 
 

1. What mistakes did Charles make in the run up to the Civil War? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did parliament want to take power away from Charles? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did parliament make Charles cross? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Charles I’s Facebook page 
 

Using the information you have learnt about Charles I, create a facebook page 

using the following template. Make sure to fill in the ‘recent activity’. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stuart Monarchs Wordsearch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMONWEALTH      
DIVINERIGHT      
RESTORATION      
PROTESTANT      
REVOLUTION       
PROTECTOR       
CATHOLIC       
CIVILWAR      
CROMWELL       
GLORIOUS       
CHARLES       
WILLIAM       
MONARCH       
IRELAND       
TESTACT      
 JAMES       
UNION       
ANNE       
MARY       

RELATIONSHIPS      
DIVINERIGHT      
PARLIAMENT      
BUCKINGHAM      
PRAYERBOOK       
SHIPMONEY       
SCOTLAND       
RELIGION       
CATHOLIC       
CHARLES       
IRELAND       
HAMPDEN       
STUART       
JAMES       
MONEY       

Charles I Wordsearch 



Were the Stuarts good monarchs? 

Complete an extended piece of writing to respond to this question. Use the 

information in this booklet and the sentence starters below. 

In my opinion, the Stuarts were / were not good Monarch’s. The evidence for 

this is… In addition, Furthermore…  

Challenge: However, on the other hand… Compared to the Tudors…  

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 


