YEAR 9: Lesson 1 – Tension in Chapter 3 – Paper-based learning resource

Think about how Steinbeck creates tension in this scene/extract…
Which characters are secure in this scene?
Which characters are vulnerable?
1. Slim said loudly, "One of my lead mules got a bad hoof. Got to get some tar on it." His voice
trailed off. It was silent outside. Carlson's footsteps died away. The silence came into the room. And
the silence lasted.
George chuckled, "I bet Lennie's right out there in the barn with his pup. He won't want to come in
here no more now he's got a pup."
Slim said, "Candy, you can have any one of them pups you want."
2. Candy did not answer. The silence fell on the room again. It came out of the night and invaded
the room. George said, "Anybody like to play a little euchre?"
"I'll play out a few with you," said Whit.
3. They took places opposite each other at the table under the light, but George did not shuffle the
cards. He rippled the edge of the deck nervously, and the little snapping noise drew the eyes of all
the men in the room, so that he stopped doing it. The silence fell on the room again. 4. A minute
passed, and another minute. Candy lay still, staring at the ceiling. Slim gazed at him for a moment
and then looked down at his hands; he subdued one hand with the other, and held it down. There
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came a little gnawing sound from under the floor and all the men looked down toward it gratefully.
Only Candy continued to stare at the ceiling.
…
Now you should bring your understanding and learning into an answer. The challenge here is to
ensure you apply the sentence starters and vocabulary. Sentences and key words in purple are to
stretch your understanding. Good luck

How does Steinbeck create dramatic tension in this scene?
Steinbeck creates dramatic tension in this scene through his use of sounds.
+For example… “The silence came into the room. And the silence lasted.”
+More specifically…
+repetition +personification
Perhaps Steinbeck intended to reveal to his readers …
+vulnerable +marginalised
+companionship
+The Great Depression

Challenge: Now, using a new quotation, repeat the process, showing your understanding of
the rest of the extract.

