
Getting the best out of a Media City home learning Geography 
Lesson

Create a distraction free environment.

Read all the information carefully and work independently.

Try to read one slide at a time in order – Don’t look ahead for 
answers before you’ve had a go!

Read through the information sheets and complete the tasks 
BEFORE having ago at the separate assignment sheets



Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.

DO NOW: 
1. What is life expectancy?
2. HIC stands for?
3. What is the plate boundary called where two plates pull apart 

from each other?

Write down the date, title, LO, and complete the DO NOW questions 

Development Gap



Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.

DO NOW: 
1. What is life expectancy? What age people are expected to live 

to. 
2. HIC stands for? High Income Country
3. What is the plate boundary called where two plates pull apart 

from each other? Constructive 

Check your answers 

Development Gap



Over the next 4 lessons we will be looking at the Development Gap:
Lesson 1: Causes of the Development Gap
Lesson 2: Effects of the Development Gap
Lesson 3: Reducing the Development Gap

Lesson 4: How can tourism help to close the Gap?

Today we will discover:
 What the four main causes of the development gap are
 What kind of countries are more developed than other.

 How the development gap affects the social, environmental, political and 
economic factors. 

Causes of the development gap 

Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.



Global inequalities – countries are at different stages of development.

There are a number of reasons why some countries are more developed than others.

These reasons can be categorised into: social, physical (environmental), historical 
(political) and economic (trade)

• Social:

• Economic (trade):

• Physical (environmental):

• Historical (political): 

Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.



Today we are going to focus on the CAUSES of these global inequalities to determine   
WHY some countries are more developed than others.

Some reasons of why people are at different stages of development are below. 

Quality of education

Natural hazards

Corrupt politicians
Civil war

Trade

Water quality and availability

Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.

Deforestation 
Desertification



What are the other reasons as to 
why some countries are rich and 

some are poor?

Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.



Global inequalities – countries are at different stages of development.

Check your answers

• Social:

• Economic (trade):

• Physical (environmental):

• Historical (political): 

Objective: to explain why global inequalities exist.



Use the information sheet and your notes to help you 
complete the worksheet. Try and have a go WITHOUT 
looking at the information sheets first. See what you 
can remember.

If you finish have a go at completing the extension 
question. 

Independent Task

• Read the assignment “Lesson 1 The Causes of the Gap”.

• Complete the questions on the document. 



Consolidation Task

Have a look through your work and the 
information sheets – is there anything more 
you can add to your assignment? Do this in a 
different colour pen if possible

Ask someone at home to ask you some of the 
questions from the assignment – can you tell 
them the answer without looking?!

Put your work somewhere safe – it may help 
you in your next Geography lesson!





SOCIAL FACTORS

Education

LICs finds it difficult to find the money to develop a good quality education industry, whereas 
HICs have lots of money to develop schools and teachers. 
 In LICs children get a poor education = low paid jobs. 
 In HICs children get a good education = high paid jobs. 

Water availability and quality

There is more water available in HICs
 On average domestic daily use is 47 litres per person in Africa and 334 litres per person in 

the UK and 578 litres per person in the USA.

The water quality is better in HICs. People in African countries, such as Ethiopia, do not have 
access to clean safe drinking water. This has a huge impact on health. 
 In Ethiopia, 74,000 children die from diarrhoea every year. This is caused by waterborne 

diseases. 

ECONOMIC FACTORS

Trade is when countries buy and sell goods and services. 

• Richer countries tend to sell ‘expensive’ manufactured good and buy ‘cheap’ primary 
goods (e.g. coffee, metal, fish). Therefore they make lots of money from the goods they 
sell and spend little on the goods they buy. This causes a trade surplus = richer.

• Poorer countries tend to sell the cheap ‘primary’ goods and buy expensive 
‘manufactured’ goods. Therefore they do not make much money from the goods they sell 
but spend a lot on the goods they buy. This causes a trade deficit = poorer.

Example: 
• Japan is a HIC. It exports expensive goods (cars) and imports cheap goods (sugar and coffee).
• Kenya is a LIC. It exports cheap goods (tea) and imports expensive manufactured goods.
Therefore Japan gets richer and Kenya gets poorer = development gap increases.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

Natural hazards: LICs tend to suffer most from natural hazards because they lack the money to 
prepare for, and recover from them. Haiti was devastated in 2010 by an earthquake and they 
are still trying to recover from it. HICs can recover much more quickly.

LICs are forced to abuse their land to make food and money. 
 Families in Brazil cut down trees to make money = deforestation. 
 Families in the Sahel (south of the Sahara Desert) have caused desertification due to 

deforestation, over cultivation and over grazing. This area can no longer be farmed or 
made money from. 

Landlocked countries: some countries are landlocked. This means they do not have a coastline. 
This prevents them from being able to easily import and export goods. 

POLITICAL FACTORS

There are often more corrupt politicians in LICs. Corrupt politicians make deals that will help 
them get rich or protect them from attackers (e.g. military), at the cost of their country’s 

development. When this happens, money is not available from education, health services, 
roads, clean water and sanitation. 

The poorest countries are those in, or just emerging from, civil wars (e.g. Congo, Somalia and 
Sierra Leone). These leave the country in ruin and without the money to develop education, 

health services, roads, clean water and sanitation. 

Colonialism: from 1400 European explorers set out to find new land. They created colonies in 
many of today’s LICs and NEEs. They took control of areas, farmed the land, removed raw 

materials (e.g. copper, gold) and enslaved its people. Colonialism ended in the 20th century. 
Nigeria gained independence in 1960. After gaining independence, many countries experienced 

civil war and corruption.




