
Year 9 Lesson 2 – Toxic Masculinity 

 

 
 
As you read the extract, think about the ways Steinbeck presents masculinity, hubris and 
sexism. Who presents these and how? What is Steinbeck revealing about life during this 
time? 
 
Extract from lesson: 
"I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn't ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog."  

The door opened. Slim came in, followed by Curley and Carlson and Whit. Slim's hands were black 

with tar and he was scowling. Curley hung close to his elbow. 

Curley said, "Well, I didn't mean nothing, Slim. I just ast you." 

Slim said, "Well, you been askin' me too often. I'm gettin' God damn sick of it. If you can't look after 

your own God damn wife, what you expect me to do about it? You lay offa me." 

"I'm jus' tryin' to tell you I didn't mean nothing," said Curley. "I jus' thought you might of saw her." 
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"Why'n't you tell her to stay the hell home where she belongs?" said Carlson. "You let her hang 

around bunkhouses and pretty soon you're gonna have som'pin on your hands and you won't be 

able to do nothing about it." 

Curley whirled on Carlson. "You keep outa this les' you wanta step outside." 

Carlson laughed. "You God damn punk," he said. "You tried to throw a scare into Slim, an' you 

couldn't make it stick. Slim throwed a scare into you. You're yella as a frog belly. I don't care if 

you're the best welter in the country. You come for me, an' I'll kick your God damn head off." 

Candy joined the attack with joy. "Glove fulla vaseline," he said disgustedly. Curley glared at him. 

His eyes slipped on past and lighted on Lennie; and Lennie was still smiling with delight at the 

memory of the ranch. 

Curley stepped over to Lennie like a terrier. "What the hell you laughin' at?" 

 Lennie looked blankly at him. "Huh?" 

Then Curley's rage exploded. "Come on, ya big bastard. Get up on your feet. No big son-of-a-bitch is 

gonna laugh at me. I'll show ya who's yella." 

Now, you should bring your understanding and learning into an answer. The challenge here is to 
ensure apply the sentence starters and vocabulary. Sentences and key words in purple are to stretch 
your understanding. Good luck 

 
How does Curley try to prove that he is a ‘real man’, in this scene? 

Curley wants the men on the ranch to view his as a ‘real man’. What I mean by this is … 
Curley does this by … 

 +wife  +“glove fulla vaseline” +heeled boots +sexism 

In this scene, Curley wrongly suggests that Slim has been flirting with his wife. The other 
men react by … 

 +kick your God damn head off” 

Steinbeck’s contrast between Curley and Slim reveals …  
 +masculinity +power  +respect  +hubristic  

Perhaps Steinbeck intended to reveal to his readers … 

 +toxic masculinity +hubris  +sexism 

 


