
 

 

15th October 2018  

 

Dear Parent/ Carer,  

I am writing to you as we approach the end of the first half term of this academic year with some 

important news. 

After a great deal of careful consideration, I have taken the difficult decision to leave my post as 

principal and take early retirement for family reasons.  

Oasis Community Learning Multi-Academy Trust, who are responsible for the governance of the 

academy, have recently conducted a rigorous and robust recruitment process and I am delighted to 

inform you that Marie Dillon, who is currently my deputy, has been appointed to take on the role of 

principal with effect from 1st November 2018. 

Marie is a highly effective and very experienced school leader who has served as deputy principal in 

two Oasis academies. Marie has an excellent track record as an outstanding teacher and senior 

leader with almost twenty five years’ experience. I have every confidence that the excellent work 

that has been achieved at the academy over recent years will continue under Marie’s leadership and 

she will be in a strong position to lead the academy to an outstanding judgement by Ofsted at its 

next inspection.  

Over the last four years, Oasis Academy MediaCityUK has been transformed into what has become 

the highest performing secondary school in Salford with a record of excellent student achievement 

and outstanding pastoral care for all of our students. The reputation of the academy in our local 

community has grown significantly, which is reflected in our rapidly growing student numbers and 

the academy has become the secondary school of choice for local parents. I fully anticipate the 

academy will be over-subscribed for places in year 7 in September 2019. Our community hub is 

thriving with a range of provision to meet the needs of our students, parents, community members 

and families beyond the school day and overall the academy has a very bright future.  

Marie Dillon will be leading an outstanding team of professional teaching and support staff and will 

be supported to lead the academy to achieve an outstanding Ofsted rating through the first class 

support and training provided by Oasis Community Learning - one of the largest and highest 

performing multi-academy trusts in the country. I know that Marie has gained the complete 

confidence, trust and respect of the staff and students and I wish her every success in her future 

career.  

It has been an enormous privilege and great pleasure to have been the principal of Oasis Academy 

MediaCityUK since June 2014. It has been without doubt the most rewarding post I have held during 

my 40 year career, the last 30 of which have been spent as a teacher and senior leader in schools, 

colleges and academies across four Greater Manchester local authorities.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank you for your support over the last four years and for your trust in me to lead 

the academy in providing the most precious and life changing gift of all, the education of your sons 

and daughters.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Fiona O’Sullivan 

Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming calendar dates: 

Date Time Event Year  

29th Oct 08:30 Academy opens All 

5th-16th Nov - Year 11 Internal Examinations 11 

6th Nov 13:30-15:30 VCert Food Exam 11 

7th Nov 13:30-15:30 VCert Sports Exam 11 

8th Nov 18:00-20:00 GCSE Awards Evening 12 

9th Nov 09:00-11:00 INSPIRE Peace Day All 

29th Nov 16:00-18:00 Year 9 Parents Evening 9 

30th Nov All Day Academy closed for staff INSET day All 

6th Dec 16:00-18:00 Year 11 Parents Evening 11 

19th Dec 18:00-20:00 Christmas Festival All 

21st Dec 12:15 Academy closes for Christmas All 

7th Jan 08:30 Academy opens All 

 


