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Facts and Figures 
 
The partnership was made up of:  

 30 students 

 14 volunteers 

 72 volunteering hours  

 6 sessions covering: 
o Learning About The Law 
o Human Rights 
o Social Media and The Law 
o Youth Justice 
o Discrimination 
o Applying The Law 

 

Students 
 
The students identified ‘Applying The Law’ as their favourite unit 
and ‘Discrimination’ and ‘Human Rights’ as the ones most relevant 
to their lives. 96% of students would recommend taking part in 
Legal Experts in Schools to another student, explaining that the 
programme improved their understanding of the law and their 
rights.  
 
 
Legal Knowledge and Capability  
 
Legal Experts in Schools helps to develop students’ legal knowledge and capability, and 
students at Oasis Academy MediaCityUK improved their ability to define basic legal 
concepts. Following the programme 96% of students stated that they would feel more 
confident in dealing with a given legal scenario 
 
 
 

Young Citizens is an education charity working in primary and secondary schools to help motivate, 
educate and inspire the active citizens of tomorrow.  

 
Legal Experts in Schools is Young Citizens unique legal employee volunteering opportunity 

designed to increase young people’s awareness and understanding of the law. Over the last 20 
years we have been partnering local secondary schools, predominantly in economically deprived 

areas, with law firms, in-house legal teams and chambers to deliver relevant and engaging 
sessions about the law. The programme provides opportunities for practising and trainee lawyers 
to engage students in interactive discussions about legal issues. The legal professionals draw on 
their expertise to increase young people’s understanding of the law, how it relates to their daily 

lives, their rights and responsibilities, and support students to develop their legal capability. 

 

“The programme helps you be 
aware of the law and enhances 
your knowledge of your rights” 

– Student, Oasis Academy 
MediaCityUK 

“My favourite session was 
Youth Justice because it 

taught me how to deal with 
the law as a youth” – Student, 
Oasis Academy MediaCityUK 



 

Soft Skills 
 
In addition to developing legal knowledge and 
capability, Legal Experts in Schools helps students 
gain key, transferable skills. Rebecca Roy, the lead 
teacher at Oasis Academy MediaCityUK, identified 
that they had developed the following over the six 
weeks of the project:  
 

 Increased knowledge of the law 

 Increased knowledge of rights and 
responsibilities  

 Increased legal capability 

 Critical thinking skills 

 Debating skills 

 Group work skills 

 Decision making skills 

 Problem solving skills 

 Confidence 

 Improved ability to interact with peers 

 Improved ability to interact with adults 

 Raised aspirations 

 
Students at Oasis Academy MediaCityUK identified that they had developed the following 
skills:  

 Critical thinking skills (91%) 

 Debating skills (96%) 

 Problem solving skills (91%) 

 Ability to interact with adults (87%) 

 Ability to interact with students (78%) 

 Ability to work well in a group (82%) 

 Confidence (65%) 

 Speaking skills (82%) 

 Listening skills (87%) 

 Decision-making skills (69%) 

 Empathy (65%) 
 

Volunteers and employers 
 
Although the main beneficiaries of the Legal Experts in Schools programme are the 
students, the volunteers who participate, and their employers, also benefit. Volunteers from 
DAC Beachcroft have highlighted what they thought were the main benefits of taking part 
and the skills which they gained through volunteering. These are illustrated below:  
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“I would recommend the 
programme to other students 
because it’s fun and it helps 

develop a lot of useful skills” – 
Student, Oasis Academy 

MediaCityUK 

“It was rewarding to be able to 
use legal skills in a way that 

benefits other in a charitable way” 
– Volunteer, DAC Beachcroft 

“This has been a really lovely 
project. The students loved it!”  
– Rebecca Roy, lead teacher  



 

Volunteers said that the most enjoyable aspect of taking part in the project was discussing 
the law with the students and hearing their differing views.  
 
Volunteers also identified that they had developed the following skills: 

 Planning and organisation skills 

 Leadership skills 

 Facilitation skills 

 Presentation skills 

 Enjoyment 

 Motivational skills 

 Problem solving skills 

 Empathy  

 Confidence  

 Improved relationship with colleagues  

 Networking skills 
 

100% of the volunteers said that they would like to take part in the Legal Experts in Schools 
programme again and would also recommend taking part to a colleague. 
 
The time commitment required for the project (worked out at two hours and twenty minutes 
per session, plus a two hour training session) was rated appropriate by 100% of volunteers. 

 
The volunteer co-ordinators at DAC Beachcroft reported that the programme has had an 
impact on the following: 

 Staff development  

 Improving organisation’s profile 

 Boosting staff morale  

 Recruitment  

 Staff retention  

 Internal networking  

 Increased pride in employer  

 Team building 

 Improving relationships with the community  

 Helping to meet Corporate Responsibility 
objectives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It was a really positive 
experience and great to do 
something different. It was 

managed in a way that made the 
most of my time and minimised 
impact on my working day. It 
was great to be able to give 

something back” - Volunteer, 
DAC Beachcroft   

“I enjoyed hearing the students' opinions; 
they were varied, and generally well 

thought-out.” – Volunteer, DAC 
Beachcroft 

  

“My favourite aspect was seeing 
a notable improvement in the 

students' abilities to evaluate two 
sides of an argument before 
jumping to conclusions.” – 
Volunteer, DAC Beachcroft 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find out more… 
Young Citizens: www.youngcitizens.org  

 @youngcitizensUK  

 
 

 

Thank you! 
 
On behalf of Young Citizens we would like to thank all of the volunteers from DAC 
Beachcroft for volunteering their time to support young people in their local community and 
to help them understand their rights and responsibilities.  
 
A special thanks to Lois Duguid and Alexander Allt for their effort in ensuring the smooth 
coordination and internal organisation of the programme.   
 
We would also like to thank Rebecca Roy, Gary Chambers and staff at Oasis Academy 
MediaCityUK for their support and commitment to the Experts in Schools programme.  
 
We look forward to working with you next year and developing this successful partnership.  

http://www.youngcitizens.org/

