
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I am pleased to welcome 
you to our Summer edition 
of Inspired with a snapshot 
of activities and news that 
have gone on since Easter. 
It is truly humbling to see 
the amazing work of both 
staff and students alike.  As 
always we have had a busy 
term and I find myself asking 
the question, ‘where has the 
academic year gone?’

Year 11 sat their GCSE examinations and conducted themselves excellently 
throughout this busy time. As Year 11 marked the end of their journey at Oasis 
a wonderful leavers’ assembly gave us the opportunity to reflect on previous 
years, wish them well on their future path and remind them they are forever a 
member of the Oasis community.

We also look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students and their parents 
from our partner primaries and to ensuring every one of our students reaches 

their true potential as they start on their journey with us. Students from over 27 
Primary schools have recently enjoyed taster days and a variety of transition 
activities in preparation for September.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and feel as inspired as we do to provide our 
young people with the very best experiences we can.

Finally, I would like to thank our parents, carers, staff and all community 
partners for their dedication, hard work and support this year and look 
forward to working alongside you in the coming academic year.

With best wishes for a safe and joyful summer.

With very best wishes

Marie Dillon
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On 16th May, a group of MediaCityUK students in 
Year 9 visited the University of Manchester to attend 
the Brilliant Club graduation. This was a well-deserved 
reward after months of hard work researching and 
writing university style assignments on a genetics 
project.

The Brilliant Club are an organisation that enables students in 
secondary schools to visit top universities and allow them to 
access higher level skills and knowledge. This will help them 
when they apply for colleges and university for further study.

Congratulations to our hard-working students on their 
impressive achievement! 
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TRIP
This term a group of Year 8 
students visited the People’s 
History Museum to learn more 
about the experience of people 
coming from the Caribbean to 
live in the UK, often referred to 
as the ‘Windrush’ generation. 

Our students were treated 
to a performance and a 
tour of the museum’s 
carefully curated 
exhibitions and 
their attitude and 
engagement was 
outstanding 
throughout the
day.

Congratulations to our Year 9 and 10 student leaders who were 
brilliant during their digital surgery with Salford Deputy Mayor 
John Merry in April of this year. 

The students participated in the digital surgery as part of the 
academy’s ongoing partnership with The Politics Project, an 
organisation which seeks to connect politicians with a younger 
generation, and in doing so enable young people to have their voice 
heard and gain a greater understanding of our political system.

Tensions ran high this term when staff competed in 
their own version of the Great British Bake Off. 

Seven teams of bakers took part, producing an array of 
cupcakes which were then judged by our very own Paul 
Hollywood – Mrs Dillon.

Students who dropped by the ‘tent’ (Food Tech classroom) 
were treated to various displays of culinary skill (and from 
some stations outright panic). 

The show’s classic theme music played throughout 
and Mel and Sue were kindly represented by Dominic 
Matthews and Jenson Desouza in Year 8, who did an 
excellent job of calming down and encouraging the 
frenzied teachers. 

Congratulations to all placed; Mrs Williams and  
Mr Warmington (1st place), Ms De Voy and Ms Moran 
(2nd place) and Ms Jaidy and Ms McCullough (last place!)

And no soggy bottoms in sight!

Staff Bake Off
Ready, steady, bake!



Black 
LAWYERS 
Matter

Out of the Woods ProjectOut of the Woods Project

Jack Clark

D-Day

Congratulations to our Year 9 and 10 boys who took part in the 
‘Out of the Woods’ project this term. The boys worked on forestry 
and woodwork skills and demonstrated real skill and enthusiasm 
throughout the project. 

Out of the Woods Project

We were happy to welcome in legal professionals who 
presented to our students as part of the University of 
Manchester’s Black Lawyers Matter initiative.
 
Our visitors were impressed by students’ 
engagement in the session and the boys 
involved will have the opportunity to visit 
the university campus later in the year. 

Thanks and congratulations to Year 9 
student Jack Clark who independently 
planned our D-Day commemoration 
materials for students to use in form time. 

Jack is an army cadet and has plans to 
apply to the Royal Military Academy at 
Sandhurst to complete officer training. 

We have no doubt that his leadership 
skills will take him far in the future.

D-DayD-Day



Boxing Intervention Trip
SALFORD LADS CLUB
This term a select group of students went on a rewards trip to Salford Lads’ 
Club, following their participation in boxing and multi-sports activities in the 
academy. The boys really enjoyed the experience in this renowned venue and 
made full use of the facilities, including the pool table!

Year 8 girls involved in the RECLAIM project graduated with flying colours. The girls’ 
manifesto for change included addressing young women’s safety in Salford and 
promoting opportunities for girls’ sport. The girls completed their Enterprise and 
Activism challenges as well as taking part in work with the People’s History Museum 
and talking for an assessment with the English Speaking Board. 

Many of the girls also attended weekly drop in sessions where they debated key issues such 
as class and gender and they undertook personal development with workshops centring on 
self-esteem and peer support.

In January, the girls completed the ‘Enterprise Challenge.’ Within this, each girl who attended 
pitched an idea for a Social Enterprise to an external organisation, and was interviewed 
individually on her part in the idea development process. The girls were supported in their idea 
development process by: Educating All, REIGN, The Crimson Wave and The Pioneer Pantry. 

The organisations who marked the challenge were: The BBC, Timpsons, Salford Council and 
HOME Manchester. They were all very impressed with the girls and really challenged them 
with the questions they asked, regarding; how they would fund their ideas; how they would 
complete consultation processes, and why they thought there was a need for their particular 
enterprise in the Salford area.

Congratulations to Azan Kamara and Maryrose Zinyandu who each received individual 
awards from the project in recognition of their outstanding contribution.

Graduation Reclaim



Recently all Year 10 students got the opportunity to visit one of 
the five Salford City College campuses to get their first insight into 
college life and a clear idea of the course they wish to apply for in 
the Autumn term. Students visited:

• Pendleton College to look at A-level courses
• City Skills to look at vocational trades
• Future Skills to look at digital media courses
• Eccles College to look at vocational courses
• Worsley College to look at vocational courses

The students were really inspired by the visit and excited about 
the next stage in their education. Feedback from the college staff 
was also really positive, commenting that “Students were a credit 
to themselves and the school. Every tutor reported in glowing 
terms about their enthusiasm, good manners and willingness to 
participate.” 
(Paul Brown, Head of School Liaison & Admissions.)

YEAR 10 COLLEGE

The academy had the privilege of playing host this term to a unique 
employer engagement event.  60 students from Years 7 to 10 had the 
opportunity to meet representatives from the STEM sector, in particular 
women in STEM.

The organisations represented including the following;

• Graham Construction – one estimator attended.
• WSP – Three female planners with construction/town planning backgrounds 

attended.
• Thermatic engineering – One female engineer, one estimator and one PR 

employee attended.
• Kidscan – One female fundraiser for a  cancer research laboratory attended. 
• UpSide Energy – Two representatives attended who used computer modelling 

to provide energy to large buildings or organisations, particularly focussing 
on renewable energy. One of these representatives was a female coder.

There was a very strong message from the employers around the importance of Maths 
in careers and support for students interested in computing. All of our students found 
the experience fascinating and left an excellent impression with the representatives in 
attendance.

NETWORKING EVENT

Strong, Safe 
& Resilient

This term our students who took part in the ‘Strong, Safe & 
Resilient’ programme had their Celebration Day. 

Students shared their creative peer education projects with their 
fellow students and parents. Their projects included posters, 
presentations, poetry and even original pieces of music! 

Both the workshop facilitators from Freedom Personal Safety 
commented on the talent and enthusiasm of our students and 
we could not be prouder of them.

Presentation



Year 7 students were treated to a gripping play of oppression 
through the ages, featuring all true life cases. The cast were 
amazing, with a diversity of accents and expressions that left 
those watching speechless. 

The production found the perfect balance between getting the 
message across but in the right context, all whilst leaving food 
for thought. 

Our students were thoroughly engaged throughout the 
experience, which skilfully demonstrated that there are lessons 
to be learnt from history and not forgotten.

LET’S END 
HATE CR!ME
P R O D U C T I O N

That’s 
Life 
One of our most dedicated staff members 
was featured in an issue of That’s Life 
recently, as part of an article covering 
the work the magazine does with Magic 
Radio and Cash for Kids, to feed young 
people living in extreme poverty. 

Oasis Academy MediaCityUK helps 
provide hot meals to young people as 
part of the Holiday Club programme 
run throughout the summer via our 
Community Hub. The programme is 
overseen by our Chaplain Adam Webster 
and skilfully assisted by volunteers such 
as Ms Fleming and could not run without 
the hard work and dedication of both.

This term a group 
of Year 7 students 
went on the first 
of several visits to 
the University of 
Manchester which 
will be an annual 
event for this group.  
The Y7 University Uncovered Visit gave 
students the opportunity to: 

• Explore the University campus on a tour and visit the 
University Library, Whitworth Hall and the Students’ Union. 

• Learn about different subjects that can be studied at 
university, as part of the competitive and fun “University 
Challenge” activity.

• Develop key transferrable skills such as team work, problem 
solving and communication skills.

The students had a fantastic day and are looking forward to 
their next visit in Year 8.

Y7 Gateways 
Trip
Y7 Gateways 
Trip
Y7 Gateways 
Trip



This term the academy was visited by dance artist Clare 
Fildes, who worked with Oasis students on behalf of North 
West Dance based at the Lowry. 

Students who have a passion for dance were given the opportunity 
to explore their creativity and develop new skills and techniques. 

The workshop was a fantastic experience and students were 
subsequently offered auditions for the Centre for Advanced 
Training (CAT) scheme. 

Congratulations to the group of Oasis students who were 
selected to attend a Parkour Festival at Salford City Academy. 

Our students worked in collaboration with other Salford schools as 
they explored and developed parkour skills such as running, swinging, 
jumping and climbing over obstacles in the quickest way possible. 

has achieved the Silver School Games 

Mark award for their commitment, 

engagement and delivery of competitive 

school sport in 2018/19.

2018/192018/19

LOWRY 
DANCE 
WORKSHOP

Parkour 
Festival 

• Year 8 Girls were Dodgeball runners up
• Year 7 Boys were Dodgeball runners up
• Year 9 Boys beat Moorside in a Basketball fixture 
• Year 7 and 8 boys participated in a basketball tournament with a twist 

- the boys were challenged to complete their Oasis Habits passport to 
earn positive points and then apply them in the tournament! 

 
 

We are also delighted to announce that Oasis 
Academy MediaCityUK has been awarded 
the School Games Silver Mark Award. The 
School Games Mark is a Government led 
award scheme facilitated by the Youth 
Sport Trust to reward schools for their 
commitment to the development of 
competition across their school and into 
the community.

Congratulations to our sporting students, who have had the 
following successes this term;

Update

Year 8 Dodgeball team

Year 9 Basketball team



Upcoming
Events

Please be advised that over the summer holidays the school nurse 
will be running drop-in sessions at the Beacon Centre. These will 
take place on Monday afternoons between 1pm - 3:30pm on the 
following dates over summer;

• 22nd July
• 29th July
• 5th August
• 12th August
• 19th August 

The Beacon Centre is located at 6 London Street, M6 6QT.

The Bread and Butter Thing (TBBT) is a Manchester 
based charity which seeks to help people and families 
get by, by providing weekly groceries at a fraction of high 
street prices through its membership scheme. There 
is no criteria to meet other than you are under the M5 
postcode. 

To sign up to the scheme send a text to 07860 063 
304 with your full name, your postcode and the name 
of your hub (Ordsall) and TBBT will get in touch.

It was with a heavy heart that we 
bid farewell to our Year 11 students 
this term – more than one staff 
member was spotted crying at 
prom – and the students looked 
amazing on the night. 

Both staff and students had a 
fantastic time at prom, though all 
would agree the student dance-off 
was a particular highlight! 

Massive congratulations to our 
Class of 2019 - we could not be 
prouder of who they have become 
and will miss them greatly.

School Nurse
Drop-in

A Holiday Club will be running throughout summer from Monday 29th July – 
Friday 23rd August, 10am – 3pm. 

There will be multi sports including football, basketball, American football, rounders, 
a climbing wall, the Watersports centre, swimming, cycling and skateboarding. Plus 
day trips! All days will include a free lunch and will cost £2/day. Please contact 
adam.webster@oasismediacityuk.org for more information.

Club

Date/Time Event Year Group

Visit our website For all the latest academy events
www.oasisacademymediacityuk.org

Wednesday 
17th July Blackpool Rewards Trip Various
Friday 
19th July  Academy closes for Summer All Years
Wednesday 
4th  September Academy re-opens All Years

HolidayHoliday

 
Leavers

,
 

Prom

Year 11

The Bread and 
Butter Thing


