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Welcome

As always, we have had
a very busy first term at
MediaCityUK. It is with
great pride that I reflect on
all that we have achieved
since September, both
curriculum based and extracurricular, which you will
read about on the following pages and all of which
contribute to making our school so unique.
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To the Winter edition of our newsle

Since September staff have worked incredibly hard in
continuing to drive the academy forward and I would like
to publicly thank each one of them for their unwavering
commitment and contribution to Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK. As a growing school we have welcomed
a number of new teachers this year and along with
existing colleagues they have continued to focus on
achieving the highest standards for our young people, as
evident in our latest Year 11 GCSE results.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the
new and improved Inspired - for the first time written
by student members of our very own Journalism
Club! I am sure, like me, you will be impressed with
the quality of their work and I would like to thank the
team for all their hard work in producing Inspired
over recent weeks.

We continue to be one of the highest performing
schools in Salford and have recently been recognised
in the latest research from the Northern Powerhouse
Partnership as one of the top 200 schools nationally, an
exceptional achievement.
While our current Year 11 students are also working
hard for their GCSE exams, in addition to completing
college and apprenticeship applications as they consider
life beyond GCSES, our Year 7 cohort have also made
an impressive start, both academically and socially.

GCSE Success
We are so pleased for all of our students who achieved fantastic GCSE results this
summer! 52% of Oasis Academy MediaCityUK students secured 4+ in English and
Maths and Grade 9s were achieved in Science, Product Design and Modern Foreign
Languages.
Our students worked incredibly hard for these results and we could not be happier for the
students, their families and the staff members that have supported them along the way.
Additionally, this Autumn term we had the privilege of inviting back last year’s Year 11
cohort to a GCSE Awards evening to celebrate in their success. The turnout of returning
students was excellent and it was a complete delight to welcome back the familiar faces
and find out what they have been up to.
As reported by Mr Patel, who attended the evening alongside many other teaching staff,
there were ‘many touching moments.’
Congratulations to all – we could not be prouder of our students and their success.

Contact us anytime at...

info@oasisacademymediacityuk.org | 0161 886 6500
www.oasisacademymediacityuk.org

It has been pleasing to see how well Year 7 students,
our largest year group to date, have settled into life at
MediaCityUK.
This term we have also been continuing our outstanding
practice in the field of careers education. This year,
as part of the national Gatesby Benchmarks, we are
inviting employers into the academy, from a variety of
backgrounds including Sports, Construction and Creative
and Technical industries, to work with students directly.
The response from all involved has been very positive
and this work will continue throughout the year with visits
from employers to all other subjects planned.
This time of year can be very challenging for some and
as always I am humbled by the charitable activities
that take place at the academy. From Children in Need
fundraising to Mission Christmas and Christmas Jumper
Day, our students always show how fully committed
they are to the community and how they embody the
Oasis 9 Habits in all they do. For a further list of all local
Christmas events please see our website.
Finally, on behalf of all the staff, I would like to wish
you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas. I look
forward to welcoming students back on Monday 6th
January 2020.

New Starter
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Teacher: Ms O’Brien (English Teacher)
Interviewer: Alfa Djau
What do you like about Oasis?
I like all the students, who have been
very nice to me, telling me where to
go, and the staff who are very friendly.
What is your favourite class that isn’t
your form and why?
That’s a difficult one! I’m going to say my Year 10
class because they always make me smile, are enthusiastic
and I never have to give out actions.
What do students do that you give the most achievement
points for?
Really good answers in class that I’ve not even thought of or
being helpful.
How did you become a teacher?
Well I went to university; I studied English for three years
at Liverpool University. Then I spent a year in Manchester
training to be a teacher. I also volunteered at schools in college
– I already knew then that I wanted to be a teacher!

Teacher: Mr Stanley
(Spanish Teacher)
Interviewer: Mason Hough
What made you interested in
coming to this school?
Because the students have similar
circumstances as I had when I was
young.
What made you interested in the
subject you teach?
Other cultures fascinate me.
What background do you come
from?
Working class background – I’m
from Liverpool.
What interested you in
becoming a teacher?
I wanted to give guidance to kids
who need it, because I got good
guidance at school when I really
needed it.

Teacher: Mr Adshead
(Spanish Teacher)
Interviewer: Evie-Jo Baylis
What interested you in coming
to our school?
Mrs Dillon and her leadership and
I wanted to work in a school where
languages are important.
What do you like to do in your free
time in school?
Having conversations with other teachers, going into other
classrooms to observe and making Year 7 prank people!
How did you expect the school to be?
Sometimes challenging – I expected to
have to raise my voice!
Why did you want to teach
Spanish?
Because Spanish is the best
subject in school. You’re not
allowed to say that it is rubbish!

Teacher: Mr McGratton
(Pastoral Leader)
Interviewer: Lewis Hough
What made you come to Oasis?
I saw a really big change in the school
from when it opened, and when I saw
a job application open, I knew I had to
apply.
What made you become a pastoral leader?
At my last school I was a teaching assistant working closely
with pastoral leaders. It was a job I enjoyed so I
decided to do it full time.
What got you to where you are today?
My teachers and my support. Mrs Dillon
gave me a warm welcome when I came
here, also, Mrs Staley being my pastoral
leader as a child.
What advice would you give to aspiring
students?
Aim for what you want to be, always give it a shot,
even if it fails.

As an academy Oasis MediaCityUK is incredibly
lucky in having not only the best students around,
but the best staff too!
We asked some of the students to give shout
outs to staff members they feel have particularly
demonstrated the Oasis 9 Habits this term.

Teacher
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Miss Lehwald is self-controlled and
knows how to control herself when people
misbehave. She doesn’t give actions
straight away and she always give students
chances to change their behaviour. She
hardly shouts at people and always knows
how to keep calm. Also, she always calls
her students names like ‘sweetie’ or
‘honey’. Overall, she’s a really nice person
who is not only very self-controlled but also
very sweet and kind, and joyful, no matter
the situation.

Staff
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Mrs Gorman is very humble towards people, students
and staff. In class, when people need help, she’ll always help
them even if she’s busy. She always manages to help me with
something I struggle with. In class, when a student is being rude
she won’t shout at them, she’ll reply with a humble tone and
won’t say anything rude back. She’s always very kind to her
students.

Patient
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Mrs Staley is the Year 7 Pastoral Leader and a very busy person.
She does IE and Year 7 detentions and gives out the Golden
Tie each week. We always see her running around school being
very busy, but always has time for helping out students and is a
very nice pastoral leader.

Sanity

Week

This term saw the return of Staff Sanity Week, an annual event in which most teachers
participate. The rules are simple: it’s Secret Santa, but not Christmas related!
Staff who take part have to leave each other thoughtful gifts every day for one week, in order
to cheer each other throughout the November gloom!
We interviewed some staff for some information about their experience.
What have you received? How has it made you feel?
“Chocolate, treats for my cats, a NASA T-Shirt and a rocket pin” Miss Roy said. “I felt very
understood and appreciated!”
Why are you participating?
“I think it’s a nice thing for us to think about each other.” Mrs Gorman told us. Miss O’Brien
also said “It makes me feel good to make others feel good.”
How difficult has it been to buy gifts this week?
“This is my fourth year.” Miss Naylor said to us. “The more you do it, the better you get at it.”
Have you managed to keep the secret?
All of our staff said yes!
Would you recommend other staff to participate next year?
Again, all of our staff said yes!
Lewis Hough
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By
Drew Danson &
Abibat Kareem

Legal Experts
This term we welcomed legal professionals into the academy to sit
down with Year 9 students as part of the Legal Experts in Schools
programme, skilfully organised by Young Citizens.
The programme is a unique legal employee volunteering opportunity
designed to increase young people’s awareness and understanding of
the law. It provides opportunities for practising and trainee lawyers to
engage students in interactive discussions about legal issues, allowing
legal professionals to draw on their expertise to increase young people’s
understanding of the law, how it relates to their daily lives, their
rights and responsibilities, and to support students to develop their
legal capability.
Our students covered fascinating topics such as Human Rights,
Social Media and Youth Justice, alongside developing their
Critical Thinking, Debating and Problem Solving Skills. The
students were a credit to the academy and really engaged
throughout the sessions.
All the volunteers fed back very positively on the experience,
reflecting that they ‘enjoyed hearing the students’ opinions;
they were varied, and well thought-out’, while students
commented that the programme helped them ‘become
aware of the law and enhanced our knowledge of our rights’
and that it was ‘fun and helped develop a lot of useful skills.’

This term Year 10 Student leaders
had the immense privilege of giving
evidence to two peers from the
House of Lords, as part of a select
committee investigating the impact
of digital technology upon the
democratic process.
Oasis Academy MediaCityUK was one
of only two schools in the country who
had the privilege of giving evidence. Year
10 student leader Stavros Charlavanis
had this to say about the experience;
I would like to thank all the Year 10
student leaders that joined in the Politics
Project with me. We were all incredible!
Everyone had confidence in themselves
and asked and answered questions like
professionals.

The Baroness Estelle Morris and Lord
David Puttnam gave us a lot of pressure
with their questions, however we didn’t
lose our confidence and we were able
to answer their questions with some
amazing answers. It truly felt like a
conversation between Lords and Barons.
We even received a personalised ‘thank
you’ video from Lord David Puttnam,
who had the following to say; “Thank
you to all of the students and staff that
helped us and for allowing us to invade
your lives and ask questions about
yourselves, democracy and the way in
which it gets taught or received within
schools.”
Each student that took part in the project
also received a thank you letter direct
from the House of Lords.
We would also like to thank The Politics
Project for making it possible to talk with
these amazing peers from the House
of Lords.
Stavros Charlavanis

Arguments – we love them, we
hate them, and we occasionally
call them debates to make us feel
better about them.
Debate Mate is a social enterprise which
empowers young people worldwide with the ability
to make their voices heard effectively and powerfully.
2019 marks the third year in which they’ve partnered up with Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK to equip its students with that skill.
Throughout the years, a number of tournaments have taken place around
Salford and, in a large handful of them, Oasis has managed to breeze through
the competition. Our debate teams have all thoroughly enjoyed the experience
and have learned a thing or two about the world around them, along the way.
We’re delighted to say that this year’s team is the
biggest so far and, with the bright minds that it’s made
up of, we’re equally proud to express our certainty that
they’ll be as outstanding as always.
David Mankondo

musical
Choir
Miraculous

The only place in school
where you’re allowed to raise
your voice!

The Choir is a fun filled singing
club ran by the music teacher,
Miss De Voy. We sing a range
of songs, from Christmas
classics like Silent Night and
O Holy Night to sing along
pop songs like Hallelujah! It is a great way to
make new friends and meet new people while singing songs you’ll love.
Last year the Choir even went on a range of fun trips, including a sweet
care home and a busy Morrisons.
The Choir has a range of people from Year 7 to Year 11 all coming
together to do something they love - singing! We can guarantee that if
you come you’ll leave Choir with a bright smile on your face!
Georgia Smith in Year 8 perfectly summed up Choir as ‘a calming
environment where you can socialise with people you haven’t had a
chance to talk to during the day.’ Reka Csalami in Year 7 added that
‘Choir is a really fun, energetic place to sing.’
Choir runs on Wednesdays between 2:30 and 3:30pm and is open
to all students.
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This term Year 8
and 10 students
were treated to
a one of a kind
assembly, featuring
a performance from
local and renowned
performance poet
Kieren King.

Visiting

Kieren King has been
the stalwart of the
Northern Spoken Word
scene for years, headlining gigs and
winning poetry slams around the country, in addition to running the
hugely successful poetry night Evidently, based right here in Salford.
Kieren kindly gave up his time to provide a one-off performance for the
students and answer their questions about a life working in the arts and
the local creative opportunities available on their doorstep.
Rachel Boardman in Year 10 had this to say about the experience;
“On the 5th December local poet Kieren King came in to present some of
his poems. The poems were full of interesting metaphors which twisted
our minds.
His poems consisted of living in Salford and what it is like to be an artist.
Kieren is a passionate and strong defender of Salford, which was shown
in his poem titled ‘Salford is a Broadway Musical.’ Some people have this
idea that Salford is a terrible place, but Kieren showed us that you will
never know how good it is unless you live here.”

Lesley Boli and Amber Harrigan

Principal’s
Principal’s Tea is a special
event created by Mrs Dillon.
Students who have behaved and
worked well in the week get to
go to tea with Mrs Dillon in her
office, where they get cakes,
cupcakes, bagels, juice and
many more exciting things.
Mrs Dillon also makes many
other exciting things in school,
like trips to Blackpool, Alton
Towers and lots more. Mrs Dillon likes
to make fun things for the students
at Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK to
reward them.
Mrs Dillon believes that
school should be a fun
place, but also wants
all the children to have a
good education at Oasis
Academy MediaCityUK and
to follow the Oasis 9 Habits.
son
Drew Dan

Tea
Congratulations to our amazing student leaders who put
on a cake sale to raise money for Children in Need 2019.
They succeeded in raising a fantastic £131.98!
We are constantly bowled over the generosity and
kindness of our students. Well done to all involved.
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Year 11
Photography
Trip
This term a cohort of Year 11 students had the exciting
opportunity to visit Pendleton College as part of a
Photography trip. Students were treated to a tour of the
Photography and Art departments, followed by a talk
and presentation from a professional photographer and
a darkroom workshop including photogram and pinhole
demonstrations.
Our Year 11 students found the visit fascinating and inspirational,
especially for those wanting to pursue a career in Photography.
Alexandra Andrade in Year 11 reported back the following;
As part of our Photography work, we took a trip to Pendleton
College to experiment in their darkroom. We’ve been looking at an
artist called Man Ray, who created photographs without a camera
– these are called Photograms.
We created our own Photograms using light sensitive paper,
placing objects over it before exposing the paper to light and using
the chemicals to develop our creations. It was a really interesting
skill to learn and was really fun. Thank you Pendleton College!

CAMHS
Citizen Jury
Workshop
This term CAMHS
Digital (Child
and Adolescent
Mental Health
Service) invited
Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK
to participate
in a Citizen Jury workshop. The
workshop revolved around young people’s views on the benefits
of sharing mental health data, in order to improve mental health
research and make mental health services more cost-effective.
The students who participated were invited to collaboratively explore the
risks and benefits of using mental health data for research purposes and
were given the chance to discuss their views and vote on which options
they thought were best.
We would like to thank the students who
took part on behalf of ourselves and
Salford CAMHS for contributing their
views to such an important issue.

Salford Foundation
Work Skills
This term Salford Foundation kindly came in to speak to Year 8
students about Personal Branding. The students learnt how personal
branding could assist them both in school and their future careers.
Year 8 students had the following to say about the workshop;
“When you go for a job interview, you need to need to make sure your
social media shows the best side of you.” Another student added; “We
learnt that you need to make sure that your social life doesn’t negatively
affect your work life.”
We would like to thank Salford Foundation for coming in for the talk! Year 8
students found the experience both informative and useful.
Lewis Hough

Y7
Cookies Inclusion
Festival

Tough

All our Year 9 students participated in a series of workshops
regarding sex, relationship and health education issues this term.
The workshops, skilfully hosted by the Tough Cookies organisation,
delved into the issues most relevant to our students as they develop
into young adults, touching upon important topics such as consent,
whether you need consent to kiss and how consent might be given
and received.
The students all
enjoyed the workshops
and found them
illuminating and
important.

Many thanks to All Hallows R.C. High School, who this term
played host to a group of Year 7 MediaCityUK Students who
attended an all-day sporting event. Lorena Cabenda and Harry

Touch Cookies visit
hundreds of schools
each year and work
with thousands of
children and young
people providing
SRE and health
education, and
supporting the national
curriculum.

Ferns had this to report about the day;

OthelLo

ARMISTICE

PERFORMANCE PERFECTION
On an ordinary afternoon this term Year 7 put on a small
show about Othello, a play which they had been learning
about in their English lessons. They all watched each other’s
performances and their specific scenes.
Although only having a day to rehearse, they gave their best
performances. The Year 7s will continue their hard work throughout
the year.
Bravo to all involved!
Winner Wilson

Last week we went on a trip to All
Hallows. When we got there we

went into the hall and did loads of
sports. We played cricket, basketball

and sit down beach-ball. After playing
beach-ball we had a break and we
had juice and toast. It was a really
great day!

On Friday 8th November,
a number of students from
Year 8 and 9 attended a
remembrance service at
Peel Green Cemetery. This
was an opportunity to pay
our respects to those who
sacrificed themselves for the
freedom we enjoy in Britain
today.

Service

Wearing our poppies, the
symbol of remembrance,
students and staff travelled
to Eccles and joined other local schools to participate in the
remembrance service. One student, Charlotte Aspinall-Harrop, took
part in a reading of the remembrance poem ‘They Shall Not Grow
Old’ - a moving poem that recognises how many in the
armed forces have made the ultimate sacrifice for
the freedom of others.
The students were outstandingly behaved
and fully embraced the opportunity to take
part in this remembrance service. They
represented Oasis Academy MediaCityUK
with dignity and compassion.

The Prince’s
Trust

WORLD
OF WORK
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Year 9 students were treated to an exceptional World of Work Enterprise
Day this term, kindly organised by Salford Foundation, as part of
MediaCityUK’s ongoing commitment to raising aspirations and providing
students with access to a wide range of post-16 options.
All Year 9 students got the opportunity to sit down with professionals from
a wide range of industries, who talked through their backgrounds and job
responsibilities and skilfully fielded students’ questions.
The students were brilliantly engaged
throughout and showed real enthusiasm
and interest in what the volunteers had
to say.

We would like to offer our thanks to the Prince’s Trust who have
been mentoring a cohort of our Year 10 students this term.
Volunteers from backgrounds as diverse as finance and social
enterprise have been working on a fortnightly basis with the
students, helping them identify positive role models, boost their
motivation and confidence, reflect upon their communication skills
and body language and develop the soft skills needed to attain their
future dreams.
The students have been flourishing in the sessions and we look
forward to their progress in the New Year.

Trip to

Manchester
University
As part of Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK’s focus on
Careers and Aspirations,
this term students have
been involved in a range of
post-16 focussed activities
and trips, assisted by
Greater Manchester Higher.
These activities, including a recent trip to Pendleton College and the
University of Manchester, have allowed our students to learn more
about the post-16 options available to them, letting them explore in
further depth academic life, apprenticeships and how to best achieve
their goals and aspirations.
On these trips students also received behind the scenes campus
tours, question and answer sessions with current students and
workshops sessions with the GM Higher team, who have given them
first hand insight into student life and studying at a higher academic
level.

Careers Talks
HER

KATIE KELLE

This term multiple groups of
MediaCityUK students have had the
wonderful opportunity to speak to
professionals from creative and technical
industries.
Professionals have included architects,
sports professionals and one of the leading
female professionals in the construction
field in the UK, Katie Kelleher. Katie is a
diversity advocate for her industry and has
been shortlisted for the Positive Role Model
for Gender Award by the National Diversity
Awards.

WAYNE RICH
AR

Our Year 11 Sport Studies class also had a
careers talk from Wayne Richardson, who
spoke regarding his career and his work
helping athletes from grass roots to premier
league players and the challenges he faced
when building Richardson Sport.
Rachel Boardman in Year 10 reported the
following; This term the Year 10 Product
Design students had an opportunity to
meet real-life architects and discover how
buildings are planned out and built.
The architects said they can have up to
3000 design plans! It opened our eyes to all
of the opportunities to jobs in construction.
Maybe in the future you might find a building
designed and planned by one of us!
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Book: The Little Prince
Reviewer: Iris Montero Ramos
The Little Prince is a book written and illustrated by Antoine
De Saint-Exupéry from France. The Little Prince tells the
story of a pilot (the narrator) who crashes with his airplane in
the Sahara Desert. After this, the pilot meets the Little Prince,
a small boy who is apparently from another planet.

Book: Lily Alone
Reviewer: Abibat Kareem
Lily Alone is a book about four kids whose mum finds true love and
plans on going on a trip to Spain with him. She thinks their dad is
coming to take care of the kids but he is out of town, leaving the kids
alone – with Lily left to take care of them at just 11 years old.
The author is Jacqueline Wilson, a world-renowned writer, who
published this book on 7th March 2011. Other stories by Jaqueline
Wilson include Cookie, Cliffhanger and Hetty Feather.
Facts about the Author:
• Jacqueline Wilson got her first writing job
for the girls’ magazine Jackie
• Her birthday is 17th December
• Her illustrator is Nick Sharratt

Main Character(s):
The Little Prince is described as someone with golden hair
and inquisitive in nature.

✰✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰✰

Club

The story contains lots of metaphoric language and really
creative ideas which leads the reader to wonder and think
about the small, positive aspects of life.

Best Quotes:
‘What is essential is invisible to the eye.’
‘The most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or
touched, they are felt with the heart.’
‘If you love a flower that lives on a star, it is sweet to look
at the sky at night. All the stars are a-bloom with flowers.’

Is the book good?
The book is very good and I recommend
it for ages 10-15. It is easy to understand
and very interesting.

ReAdInG

The Little Prince starts to tell the pilot great and magical
stories about his experiences with other planets and he seems
to think that as we grow up, our imagination starts to die and
that imagination is something which should never be forgotten.

Congratulations to our rabid readers those students who’ve achieved their Silver
Reading Award this term have been invited
to take part in the Reading Club run by our
excellent librarian Ms Moran.

ved
o all invol
Well done t

SPORTS
s
e
t
a
d
p
U
Congratulations to all our following Sporting students on their successes this term:
• Year 8 and 9 boys took part in the School Games at Swinton High,
participating in a Boys Active Morning (boxing/weight lifting)
• Year 8 Football beat Albion High 7-0
• Year 7 & 8 Girls beat Harrop Fold 4-3
• Year 9 & 10 Girls beat Harrop Fold 6-1

Also, a special congratulations to the PE
department for their work achieving the Silver
Quality Mark from Youth Sport Trust!
Quality mark criteria included questions on sections:
• PE vision, leadership and management
• High quality PE, school
sport and physical activity
• Using high quality PE,
school sport and physical
activity to drive whole
school improvement
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A Winter’s Night
By Charlotte Aspinall-Harrop

Congratulations to the winners of this term’s Creative Writing Competition.
All entries had to respond to the theme of Winter or Autumn. We were incredibly
impressed by the range of talent and imagination demonstrated by our students.
All the best entries have been printed below, with the winning prize of a £10
Love2Shop voucher going to A Christmas Twist by Abibat Kareem, for their
twisted and gothic Christmas tale opening!
Well done to all!

As the pastel organs and yellows merge into each other, the
sun becomes less and less visible. The pink signalling the very
last minutes of the sun’s presence, before fading away, the dark
winter’s night consuming me.
With the trees bare, and the streets pitch black, I stand at my
window, watching the tiny specks of snow sway backwards and
forwards, making their way down to the frozen concrete floor.
Staring out, the stars shine like a billion diamonds were sprinkled
aimlessly onto a black sheet of paper. The moon emerges,
causing a soft blue light to appear in my room. I stand in the
middle of it, chanting to myself.
‘Winter nights truly are some of the best.’

Christmas
By Winner Wilson

Santa Claus is Evil
By Faith Wilson

Santa Claus is evil.
I know you won’t believe me but the truth needs to finally reach the world.
Whether you call him Saint Nicholas, Père Noël or plain old Santa, the fact is still the same.
What fact you ask? Well, that the man suited up in red with a hearty laugh and a white trim
isn’t who you think he is. A great person? A role model? Someone you should admire? All of
the above?

Christmas is bright,
Christmas is wonderful,
Always full of light,
Not at all dull.
Living in lights,
All sleeping tight,
Rooms are filled,
With Christmas thrills.
Presents have been wrapped,
Snow has fallen,
The glow on kids’ faces,
Their sad faces
That are now stolen.

No. He’s none of those.
Because he’s evil.
You gasped, I know you did, but he is the very word. Evil.
It needs to be said: Santa Claus is a rouse. A trickery. An act.
I know you are not persuaded, or if you’re the least bit curious you want me to tell you how.
And I will, because I’m not letting this go on any longer.
You’ve been brought up to believe that he delivers presents to the deserving, but what if I
told you that’s my job? That I’m the one who stays up until ungodly hours to deliver presents
to the well-behaved in the world?
That I’m the one who looks after the reindeers every day of the year until he takes them
away to fly his sleigh, against their will, to make it look like he’s the one who owns them?
That the Elves and I are the ones who read your lists, addressed to a man who doesn’t care
enough to read them? That the only job he really does is eating all the milk and cookies left
out by you misled believers.
I can see by how your face flickered just now that you’re finding truth in my words. Because
has Santa ever replied to a Christmas letter sent to him? I know you know his address
but does he know yours? Or even your name? I do, down to the very first thing you asked
‘Santa’ for.
You might be asking yourself, how do you know I’m not lying?
My answer is you don’t.
But that’s what I needed to tell you, before the world suffers because of its unintentional
ignorance. In response to that scowl on your face, the Elves have tried before, and the only
reason I’m doing it now is because my fiancé, Kelly, was abducted.
And in the North Pole there’s only one suspect… and I think you know him.

A Christmas Twist
By Abibat Kareem

Nyla, now shell-shocked, couldn’t see clear anymore. The spirit of fear
surrounded her – she had no idea what to do. The gloomy sky grew in
darkness, minute by minute, and the monstrous storm continued to howl like
a werewolf.
The slender, tall trees danced and swayed to the melody of the lifeless, now
pitch-black sky. Fear penetrated through Nyla’s body like a tide at sea; she
was paralysed. Hands and legs still trembling, Nyla, with all her strength,
managed to stand up in her weak state.
As she looked down with her blood-shot, vein filled black eyes, she noticed
that thick, red blood surrounded her body. Puddles of the blood covered
everywhere and it wasn’t an animal’s, it was hers…
‘I… I… I’ve lost so mu-much blood…’
Nyla only had a few hours to survive if she didn’t take action. And only a few
hours ago she was opening her Christmas presents from her family. A few
hours ago she was content and filled with joy, but all of that had now ended.
She now needed to survive this horror.
With the last bit of strength she had, she wearily began to limp towards the
closest house she could see on the horizon.
She didn’t know yet what a big mistake that would turn out to be…
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Winning pictur

Congratulations to Lonary Hadidan – the winner of this term’s Art
Competition and recipient of a £10 Love2Shop voucher!
Again, all entries had to respond to the theme of Winter or Autumn,
and Lonary’s festive scene scooped the top prize!
Congratulations to Lonary and our wonderful runners-up;
Evie-Jo Baylis, Mahboud Ghaseminejad, Safia Hassan and Layla Moran.

Photography

Competition
Congratulations to Dana Almousselli, whose photograph
of a festive Albert Square has scooped the £10 Love2Shop
voucher and this term’s Photography Competition.
Congratulations also to Nikola Ruszkowska, Rebecca Lin and
Tiffany Lyons Soares, whose gorgeous snapshots of winter
sunsets we also loved.
And we couldn’t resist publishing the gorgeous shot of this
summer’s Pride festival taken by Year 11 student Hediye Baloud.
Congratulations to all! We love your work.

Upcoming

Events

Date

Event

Year Group

Friday
20th December

Academy closes for Christmas

All Years

Monday
6th January

Academy re-opens

All Years

Tuesday
21st January

Year 9 Immunisations

Year 9

Tuesday
28th January

Year 9 Immunisations

Year 9

Tuesday
11th February

Careers Day

Thursday
13th February

Year 8 Parents Evening

Cheer
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All Years
Year 8

Visit our website
For all the latest
academy events

www.oasisacademymediaci

tyuk.org
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Quiz
Can you find the
answers to Oasis
themed quiz questions
in the word search?
Oasis Quiz/Crossword

1. Which teacher wears
glasses and can ride a
motorbike?
2. What has Oasis focused
on improving most recently?
3. Which students have
different coloured ties?
4. Who runs the library?
5. What club does Ms De
Voy run on a Wednesday?
6. What colour tie is given
out as a reward?
7. Which pastoral leader has
recently joined the school?
8. Which teacher always
wears Christmas jumpers in
December?
9. Which Oasis habit means
to ‘show sympathy or
concern for others?’
10. Which senior staff
member was once on a TV
show?

Student edits
Cr

Meet the Team
Finally, we would like to offer our appreciation to the Oasis MediaCityUK
Journalism Club who helped put this edition of Inspired together. We cannot
appreciate their hard work enough – even if they are a little camera shy!
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