Inspired
Oasis Academy MediaCityUK is...

welcome

Spring 2020

using our virtual
platforms during the
lockdown period,
I would like to pay
special tribute to Ms Roy for her tenacity
in ensuring our students have been able to
contribute during these strange times. It
is also good to have something that brings
a sense of normality and joy to a time that
feels anything but normal at present.

our newsletter
To the Spring edition of

Dear Parents and Carers, Students and
friends of Oasis MediaCityUK,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome
you to this very special edition of our
Newsletter. This edition has been prepared

In the midst of all the sudden changes I
also wanted to say thank you to all our
students, parents and carers who have
sent messages of thanks and support to
the staff at MediaCity for their dedication,
it is pleasing to note the positive way
online lessons have been received. It
has also been joyous to hear about the
compassionate work our students have
been doing in the community to which we
feel very proud.

I do hope you enjoy reading this newsletter
and hope it brings you the same joy it
has to me during these unprecedented
circumstances. I would also like take this
opportunity to say how much we miss you
all and look forward to the time when we
are once again together in the building.
Until then, please stay safe.
With kind regards and best wishes

Mrs M Dillon

Last term, four students in Year 9 – William Batbold, Jayda Pero,
Camila So Jau and Semira Teklit – spent a day at the BBC with
Ms Barber, learning about how the BBC use STEM in broadcasting.
The students had the opportunity to speak to employees at the
BBC and find out the route they took into their jobs.
The students also took part in a wide variety of workshops learning all
about cyber security, algorithms and accessibility challenges in playing
games. The MediaCityUK team won the lunch time Doctor Who quiz
and the challenge to find out who had leaked the trailer for the new
Dr Who series. Everyone had a really great day and learned a lot.
Thank you Ms Fleming for organising the trip for us!

Contact us anytime at...

info@oasisacademymediacityuk.org | 0161 886 6500
www.oasisacademymediacityuk.org

World Book Day is always an amazing day at the academy, but this year
MediaCityUK staff really came out in full force!
From the Creative Department, who recreated the cast of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory (with their own Willy Wonka bars and Golden Tickets to boot), to the English
Department’s scarily impressive costumes; from Mr Chambers literally donning a cape
as Batman, to Sherlock Holmes and John Watson popping up to solve mysteries in
Maths… we cannot thank staff enough for the effort they made to promote reading and
bring a smile to students’ faces.
But of course, the special mention had to go to the most eye-catching costume in the
academy... Ms Fanning as Violet Beauregarde. Sheer genius!
A love of reading and language underpins everything students learn at Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK and could not be more important to the academy community as a whole.
It was a true delight to see that celebrated in such an entertaining and
joyous way, in a day that truly embodied the Oasis 9 Habits.

Ms Fanning
as Violet
Beauregarde

Brill!

Amazing staff effort!

Sherlock
Holmes and
Dr. Watson!

A cast of
amazing Book
Day characters!

Year 11 Goodbye Assembly
Amid a time of great uncertainty for students, staff and families,
it is a great comfort to know that some things remain constant.
Despite the unanticipated and - for many of our staff and students upsettingly early end to their time at Oasis Academy MediaCityUK,
Year 11 spent their last day at the academy on Friday 20th March
with a sense of joy, compassion and community that was truly
representative of what a fantastic year group they have been.
In a matter of hours, staff members managed to pull together the
resources for a Leavers’ Assembly, including a specially edited video
and slideshow, a yearbook featuring Year 11 throughout their time at
the academy, a presentation of student certificates and personalised
messages from staff. There were very few dry eyes in the house.
We would like to take this opportunity to deliver again a key
message to Year 11;

We are so proud of you. You have
worked so hard and are a credit
to yourselves, the academy and
your community. Your hard work,
perseverance and character will
ensure you go far.
And we will see you back for Prom.
Just a little later than usual.
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And we asked the teachers to do the same!
We are proud of all our students at Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK, but so far this Spring these students
have impressed teachers with their hard work,
compassion and ability to make us laugh.
daniel nettleton (year 7)
For sending his first completed Maths lessons in at 7:20am the first
Monday after closure!
Nominated by: Ms Dillon

reka csalami (year 7)
For all her efforts and adaptability with the online learning
– she’s smashing it!
Nominated by: Mrs Bailey

kyron cooke (year 8)

keane danson (year 9)
For being very helpful and a ray of sunshine in the first year 9 online
English lesson, ending by wishing staff a nice day.
Nominated by: Mrs Ryan and Ms Naylor
William has constantly sent me amazing pieces of work to mark
throughout the whole time off and has put lots of effort into his work.
Nominated by: Ms Lehwald

Mr Chambers
Considerate
The staff member I would like to give a
shout-out to is Mr Chambers. He deserves
a shout-out because he is always making
sure the pupils are acting the way they
should and is always pushing us to do
our best. The Oasis Habit he embodies
is ‘Considerate’ because he is able to
consider everyone’s problems and make
it work.
Nominated by: Winner Wilson

Ms Carr
Joyful
I am nominating Ms Carr as her lessons
are always fun, but she still teaches us
perfectly. In her class there are no stupid
questions and if we finish early we play
games. Ms Carr is also funny and when
telling someone off she will turn it into a
joke.
Nominated by: Luke Moorhead

Joyful

The staff member I would like to give a
shout-out to is Ms Emery. She deserves
a shout-out because she is always happy
and helps me out with my school work if
I get stuck.
Nominated by: Harry Ferns

Ms Emery

Joyful

The staff member I would like to give a
shout-out to is Ms Emery. The Oasis Habit
she embodies is Joyful, because I am
usually happier after talking to her.
Nominated by: David Mankondo

Ms Lehwald

Honest

The staff member I would like to give
a shout-out to is Miss Lehwald. She
deserves a shout-out because she always
makes our lessons very enjoyable. The
Oasis habit she embodies is Honest
because she expresses her honest
opinion when we have conversations at
the end of the lesson.
Nominated by: Stavros Charlavanis

Mr Mohammed
Joyful
Mr Mohammed deserves a shout-out
because he is an amazing teacher, that
goes above and beyond his duties as a
teacher. The Oasis Habit he embodies is
Joyful, because he is constantly happy,
even if it’s a cold, rainy Monday morning
after a holiday.
Nominated by: Lesley Boli

Student

shout
outs

For attending his first online Maths lesson promptly and asking
questions! Very impressed with his attitude.
Nominated by: Ms Dillon

william batbold (year 9)

Even though we’re not at school, Miss
Woodfield still keeps up with marking
and checking all of everyone’s work and
being compassionate towards all of her
students, no matter what. Miss Woodfield
is a very hardworking teacher that
deserves more credit.
Nominated by: Rachel Boardman

Ms Emery

ms lehwald's year 10 geography class
For working so hard and for their amazing contributions
to the lessons we have had online so far. They are working
incredibly hard and producing some fantastic work and ideas.
Nominated by: Ms Lehwald!

stavros charlavanis and christophe obsian (year 10)
For very high level and interesting work produced in English!
Nominated by: Ms Naylor

From 5th February,
a group of fifteen
female students from
Year 9 were selected
to participate in a
STEM project called
InnovateHer, taking
place in the academy.

InnovateHer is a programme that encourages girls to pursue careers in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths. This is because the ratio of women to men in the
STEM jobs is low and InnovateHer want to raise it.
The three people leading and teaching the workshops were Jack, Tim and Jenna, all of
whom have graduated from university with degrees in technology. They mentored the
girls through the eight week programme. By the end of the experience, the girls aim to
have produced different ways to combat problems in Alder Hey Hospital.
Feedback from the InnovateHer has been fantastic, the organisers commenting;

‘Awesome session…
students from Oasis
MediaCityUK focussed
on problem solving and
audiences – so many
amazing ideas and mini
pitches too, excited for the
next session!’

Spiralling Mind

Mental Health is one of the most
significant issues affecting young
people in our society.
To raise awareness of this issue,
this term the academy invited in
‘The Spiralling Mind’ workshop;
an interactive forum theatre
performance and workshop
using professional actors and specialist facilitators to explore key issues around
mental health.
Jerico Galan Martin was one of the students who participated, and reported the
following;
The Spiralling Mind workshop was to alert us that mental illness happens and it’s real. It
also showed us that even when a person is acting happy and joyful, it doesn’t mean they
actually are. For example, one minute they might be smiling and acting like everybody else
and next, they are sat at a table alone, isolating themselves from the outside world.

It was a really eye-opening day.

Debate Mate is an organisation that seeks to improve students’ ability to
communicate their ideas and present in front of their peers, through a debate format,
delivered through in-school workshops.
MediaCityUK students have thoroughly enjoyed these workshops – on their behalf,
we would like to thank Debate Mate for the opportunity to debate with their peers.

Faith Wilson

Workshop

The workshop started off with a few
questions; for each question asked you
had to stand in the corner of the room
which was either labelled yes or no. You
would stand at the corner where you felt
most comfortable with your answer. For
example if the question was “Would you
help a person with a mental illness?” you
would either stand in the yes corner or the
no corner based on what you thought or
your opinion.

Congratulations to all those who took part in round one of this year’s Debate
Mate competition - Year 7 and Year 8 went toe-to-toe with Year 10! A great
debut for many new students.

Schools
Roadshow
The BAE Systems Schools Roadshow – supported by the Royal Navy
and the Royal Air Force – visits over 420 schools across the UK every
year, which this term included Oasis Academy MediaCityUK.
Run by the Roadshow Team, the day
provides an interactive experience for
KS3 students, full of talks and activities
designed to inspire excitement in
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) subjects.
Participating students Reka Csalami,
Luke Moorhead and Drew Danson
reported the following of the day;
On the 28th January 2020, three special people came to Oasis Academy MediaCityUK to talk
about energy. They were from the Royal Navy, RAF and BAE systems. We played amazing
games and activities. We were all talking about space and we made the teacher (Mr Stanley)
get involved and other students were encouraging other teachers to get involved.
Some of the activities included a row boat challenge and working out how much energy we
use every day.
‘I enjoyed the fun and active games we played,’ concluded Drew, ‘I thought it was pretty cool.’

Prince’s Trust
Enterprise Day

Last term
Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK
welcomed back
the wonderful (and
local) organisation
Art with a Heart.

Last term, students from Year 9 and 10 were
chosen to take part in the Prince’s Trust
Enterprise Challenge Day. The day began
with a range of team building and creative
activities, designed to encourage cooperation and collaborative thinking, before
students were then introduced to the online
enterprise game.

Art with a Heart is an organisation devoted to creating high quality,
accessible artistic experiences for all, based out of the Lowry.
Members of the team came into the academy to discuss equality and
LGBTQ + History.
Students engaged with the workshops brilliantly, making pledges
towards creating a fairer society for all; demonstrating the Oasis
9 Habits and Oasis ethos of inclusion, fair treatment and equal
opportunity for all.

Students were tasked with running a simulated
business and had to make decisions based on
scenarios posed by the game. The students were
then asked to present a business idea for an ecofriendly business. The winners of the day were
the ‘Team Rock’ which included Alex Hadfield,
Mason Cardall, Stavros Charlavanis, Lucien
Thomas and William Scanlan.
The students worked with mentors from the
company KPMG, who engineer software. As an
academy we would like to extend our thanks to
both these volunteers and the Prince’s Trust for
their assistance in raising aspirations and creating
opportunities for our students.
And congratulations to Team ‘Rock’!

DAY

Last term, Alicia Ahokoun, Demi Heaton
and Gibril Mugisha, our Diversity
Champions, planned and delivered Mental Health
Awareness Workshops to forms in year 7.

They chose the topic themselves as they felt it was
relevant to the other young people in our academy. They
spoke about how online bullying and social media can be a
detriment to young people’s mental health and used Little
Mix’s Jesy Nelson
as an example.
Diversity
Champions is a
project run by
the University of
Manchester. Alicia,
Demi and Gibril
worked with Iqra
from the project
to plan and deliver
their workshop.

Salford Foundation
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As in previous terms, Oasis has continued to host workshops
facilitated by the Salford Foundation to continue providing further
‘doors to opportunity’ for MediaCityUK students.

In the Spring term alone, MediaCityUK students from multiple year
groups engaged in workshops around key work skills, including CV
Preparation, and Year 11 Girls in particular participated in an after-school
leadership programme.
All these experiences are essential for raising the
aspirations of our students and preparing them for
life beyond the academy.
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Year 7 students got the opportunity to demonstrate their Product
Design skills and ingenuity with an exciting design brief.
The students were tasked with designing a disaster shelter for a family
of four. The shelter had to be capable of withstanding such challenges
as earthquakes, heavy rain, strong wind and flooding.
Each design was tested to destruction with Mr Brandy.
Congratulations to the students
involved for their hard work and
inventive ideas.

Here at Journalism Club we
have been working hard every
Thursday to produce articles and stories
which will interest all members of Oasis.
Pupils have had a chance to write different articles or creative writing which interest them
and everybody else.
Some pupils have also had a chance to write on the blog or school website.
We are proud that all of our hard work has amounted to creating
the winter edition of the school newsletter, Inspired, which was
released at Christmas, and the Spring edition, which you are
reading now!
Here are some quotes from Journalism Club members;
“I love Journalism Club for the calm environment to relax and
write. Also, it has snacks.” (Jamie Ball)
“I love that Journalism Club is set in the library.
Best place in the school.” (Laura Pernach)

students at

work

‘It’s one of the best after school clubs in school,
especially for creating things like art or writing.’
(Faith Wilson)
Winner Wilson

Election

Bake Off
Congratulations to all the students who participated in MediaCityUK’s
Christmas 2019 Bake-Off – so many Star Bakers!
We had too many favourites to name, but we’ve
featured some of the most eye catching below.

Day
Shortly before Christmas, the
same day as the General Election,
students at Oasis Academy
MediaCityUK had the chance to
take part in a mock election and
choose which party they would
want.
There was a choice of parties such
as Labour, Conservative, Liberal
Democrats, Brexit and the Green Party.
The votes were counted and the Labour
Party won with a significant majority of
votes.
This event is one that
occurs every day
and one we hope
will encourage
the pupils of the
academy to vote
and have a say
once they
grow up.
Winner
Wilson

Visit

Trip
The Brilliant Club is an award-winning
charity that exists to increase the number of
pupils from under-represented backgrounds
progressing to highly-selective universities.

On February 6th, thirty students from Year 9 went on a trip to the
University of Manchester and Manchester Metropolitan University,
facilitated by GM Higher.
Throughout the day they were introduced to the university lifestyle and
taught the reasons why they shouldn’t be pressured by friends and family
on the subject of decision for subjects, colleges and universities.
They learnt about the differences between further and higher education and
received a unique tour of both campuses, in the glorious winter sunshine!
The mini workshop around the university campus highlighted the
importance of choosing a subject they enjoy.
The day was very
informative in
displaying the
opportunities in higher
education.

They do this by mobilising the PhD community
to share its academic expertise with schools;
students attend a whole day trip to a university,
receiving a tour of the campus and meeting
with their assigned PhD student, who then will
visit the students in their school on a weekly
basis to assist them in completing a university
level assignment in a chosen speciality.
Last term a group of our students had the opportunity to visit
Leeds University as part of The Brilliant Club experience.
Ms Dillon, who ran the trip, shared how proud
she was of the students and that the day
really highlighted their passion for university
education.
Oasis Academy MediaCityUK has a
long-established partnership with The
Brilliant Club as part of our mission
statement to raise aspirations for
our students.

Faith Wilson

SC
ENCE
HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL
On Tuesday 28th January, a
select few Year 9 students
were granted the chance to
attend a Holocaust Memorial
Service.
There were many different
speeches from a wide range of
people, including the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp survivor Icek
Alterman, as well as songs from the
grandson of an Auschwitz survivor!
His name is Cantor Avrom Aronson and he gave a musical performance in
the Hebrew tongue, powerful and passionate, portraying how the war had
affected him and his family.
Overall, the ceremony was very emotional and brought some light to the
tragic event.
Faith Wilson

Club

Well done to the budding scientists
who were taking part in Science Club
last term, taking place every other
Wednesday.

The students have taken part in a range
of scientific challenges; in the challenge pictured they had to
produce a neutral substance using an acid and an alkali. The students
had to be patient and slowly add the acid to the alkali to make
sure the solution didn’t go too acidic too quickly.
Many students achieved the neutral solution
and all had fun whilst doing it!
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We are so proud of all our students, but
particularly when they take the Oasis
9 Habits to heart as much as Year 7
student Jasmine Rose has done during
lockdown.

This term, Ms Marsh had a great day accompanying a group of
Year 10 students from Oasis Academy MediaCityUK exploring the
University of Oxford - they loved it, even in the rain!

Inspired to do her bit for the community
by Captain Tom Moore and his
fundraising efforts, Jasmine decided to
use her hour of daily exercise to pick up
litter around Salford.

Students were given an exclusive tour of the campus, the opportunity to
speak to current students and learn about their undergraduate studies
and received several talks filling them in on the details of life at the
University of Oxford.

Every time she collects a piece of litter,
Jasmine will also do a star jump or
press up to maximise her exercise.
Jasmine’s dad, Gary Rose, reports
that she comes home with around four
bags of litter every day!

Many thanks to GM Higher for organising the trip; our students
loved the day.

“She knows her routes and
she takes her four carrier bags in her pocket’, Dad
reported in an interview with BBC Radio Manchester.
‘She got really motivated by Captain Tom. She said
‘If a 100-year-old is doing his bit, why can’t I?’”
Not only is Jasmine helping to clean up her
community and warn against how litter is
destroying the environment, she has also set up
a fundraiser to help raise as much money for the
NHS as possible. She has already raised £240
and all money is going directly to the NHS.

Year 10 taster D
ay

If you would like to sponsor Jasmine please
search for ‘Jasmine’s 50,000 litter pick’ on
Justgiving.com.

2020 Boxing

Intervention
This term a group of MediaCityUK students have had the
opportunity to participate in a series of Boxing Intervention
workshops, designed to provide an emotional and physical
release for students.

Students who participated were then also rewarded with a trip
to Salford Lads Club.
Here’s what some of the students had to say of the
experience;

This term, a select group of Oasis Academy MediaCityUK
students were invited to BBC Breakfast Live for Sports
Relief. They met Love Island star Curtis Pritchard and
attempted a penalty shoot-out and the Tumbleator
challenge (running world record marathon pace).
The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves, all while
raising awareness for an admirable cause.

Faisal – Year 7
Boxing helps me a lot
because it helps me control
my anger and if I had a bad
day I forget everything. Every
week there is an important
activity for boxing (such
as skipping, jabbing, and
blocking). There are all sorts
of activities to help us control
our anger that are fun.
Harvey – Year 7
Boxing made me get less
actions because it taught me
how to relax in bad situations
and help my behaviour
improve inside and outside of
school.

Tyrone – Year 7
I feel that it is a pleasure that
Mr Warmington, who is a very
good man, has used his time
to help calm us down. Boxing
helps me to just go to class,
not talk to teachers in a bad
way and not get any actions.
It has also helped me not to
run away from teachers but
to just stop and listen to what
the teachers have to say.
Tom – Year 7
Boxing has helped me a lot
because Mr Warmington
talks to us about not being
disrespectful to teachers and
it helps me with my anger.

Jasmin
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Futures

Updates

Congratulations also to the cohort of
female students who participated in the
‘Positive Futures’ Intervention run by
Sport England.

rls
Year 10 gi
Year 10 Bo
l
l
a
b
b
asketball ys
t
e
k
bas
Congratulations to our sporting
students on their success!

The ‘Positive Futures’ project promotes
healthy bodies and mental wellbeing,
through participation in physical activities.
The engagement of the students
involved and the impact of the
intervention was wonderful to see.
Many thanks to Ms Bent for organising
the project.

• Year 9 Boys Basketball – won against Swinton
• Year 10 Girls Basketball – won 16-6 against All Hallows
• Year 10 Boys Basketball – won 28-22 against All Hallows
• Y8 Football – won 4-3 against Moorside
• Coach Ron is now delivering Karate sessions in the academy

GM
SKILLS DAY

Launch
Yourself
ROGRAMME
P

To round up the first ever GMDigital Skills Day, Andy Burnham, Mayor
of Greater Manchester, told students from MediaCityUK and other
schools to learn digital skills and take advantage of the opportunities
on offer within the region’s tech and digital sector.
The Mayor also faced a very tough interview from MediaCityUK students
who spoke to him about the importance of the Digital Skills Day.
The Mayor told them it is vital
young people become part of
the region’s digital economy.
Our students relished the day
and the opportunity to ‘Do
Something Digital’, such as
programme a Sphero!

This term saw the last of 4 sessions of the
brilliant Launch Yourself partnership between the Rio
Ferdinand Foundation and National Careers Week, in which volunteers
came into the academy to meet with students, with loads of excellent
interviews and respectful feedback to interviewers.
The Rio Ferdinand Foundation is a local organisation that utilises the
mediums of sports, media and the creative arts to provide pathway for youth
development.
Oasis Academy MediaCityUK would like to
thank both the Rio Ferdinand Foundation and
National Careers Week for the opportunities they
help provide to our students.

What was the name of the book?

Noughts and Crosses
Who wrote the book?
Malorie Blackman
How many stars out of 5?

✰✰✰✰✰
What was the name of the book?

Fantastic Beasts And
Where To Find Them
Who wrote the book?
J.K. Rowling
How many stars out of 5?

✰✰✰✰✰
What was the name of the book?

Artemis Fowl
(The Series)
Who wrote the book?
Eoin Colfer
How many stars out of 5?

✰✰✰✰✰

What was the plot?
Noughts and Crosses is a twist on history, it features
a society where black people are seen as superior.
The story follows Callum a white man (called a
nought), and Sephy a black woman (called a cross). It
navigates their relationship and separate struggles in
an unforgiving world.
Who were the main characters? Which character
was your favourite and why?
The main characters are Sephy and Callum. My
favourite character was Callum because he was a

What was the plot?
There wasn’t really a plot, it was all about certain
beasts from Acromantula to a Yeti. It was interesting
to go into detail about beasts from the Harry Potter
books as well as some new ones and how wizards
had to deal with them.
Who were the main characters? Which character
was your favourite and why?
There wasn’t a main character, but I can tell you
which beast was my favourite and why; “The Lethifold
is a mercifully rare creature in tropical climates. It
resembles a black cloak (thicker if it has recently

What was the plot?
The plot follows a twelve year old criminal mastermind
called Artemis and his goal in kidnapping a fairy to
gain the ransom of gold.
Who were the main characters? Which character
was your favourite and why?
The main character is Artemis Fowl. Even though I
love his responses and attitude to things, my favourite
character is Foaly. I love the banter between the two
and his dry responses to Commander Root.

realist and very relatable.
What was your favourite part and why?
My favourite part was the kidnapping, I can’t say
anymore or I’ll spoil it.
What would you have changed?
I wouldn’t have changed anything apart from the
ending, but it needed to happen in order for the
sequel to make sense.
Reviewed by: Lesley Boli

digested a victim) which glides along the ground
at night”. That is a sentence from the book and the
reason I like it is because how dark and twisted it
sounds.
What was your favourite part and why?
The story at the start about how they decided whether
something is a beast or not.
What would you have changed?
I would have added more beasts.
Reviewed by: Jamie Ball

What was your favourite part and why?
My favourite part is in The Atlantis Complex when
Orion is introduced and the way he acts in a way
Artemis would never dare and Holly has to live
through it.
What would you have changed?
I would have liked to see more of the character
Minerva Paradizo. She appeared in Artemis Fowl and
the Lost Colony but after that seemed to have only
appeared exclusively in it.
Reviewed by: Faith Wilson

Toilet Roll &
TikTok Challenges
Both our staff and students have been showing
off their creative streak during lockdown by
putting together inventive videos.
To demonstrate just how much they were missing
students, all staff filmed themselves passing along a
toilet roll from shot to shot (methods used included
throwing, kicking, slinging off paintbrushes,
heading, even magic!). This little bit of silliness did
a lot to cheer everyone up in these unprecedented
times and we would like to thank all the staff who
took part.
In addition to this, several of our students have been
using the social media platform TikTok to make their
own videos featuring toilet rolls in creative ways.
It is important that we encourage these creative
and uplifting activities, in such a difficult time,
and it was a pleasure to watch them all.

Creative

Writing
For the Future Me
When I’m older,
I hope I’ll change,
That I’m smarter, wiser, nicer,
But also that I’m the same,

Still me,
So my friends around,
Know who I am underneath,
And to be myself I’m allowed.
May I smile,
Still know joy,
Laugh for a while,

Especially through tough times.
Faith Wilson
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Congratulations to all our talented artists at Oasis Academy MediaCityUK;
some pieces produced in response to prompts or Art Challenges during
lockdown, others created entirely from the students’ own imagination!
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Inspired by the theme of Nature and looking for creative ways
to keep herself entertained, Iris Montero Ramos in Year 9 has
taken some beautiful photographs of her back garden.

I had been spending some time in my back garden with my mum painting
and I then decided to go around and take pictures of flowers and other
objects.
It’s weird to think that while we are staying Inside of our houses, the
flowers outside are still blooming and the trees are growing due to the
spring season and it’s very unfortunate that due to Covid 19, we won’t
be able to witness this.
However, this limitation has led me to be more creative, to
draw, make stories and read during the past few days. I really
enjoyed working with the theme of ‘Nature’ and I’m sure It will
be interesting to see what I can create in the future.
Iris Montero Ramos

Wellbeing
It is so important to keep healthy
both physically and mentally
during this period of the Academy
being closed to stop the spread
of coronavirus.
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Whether a student, member of
staff or family member, here are
several resources which may be
of use to you;

Lockdown is a difficult time for everyone
- here is some of the best advice from our
students on how to cope!
Don't overthink. By working your brain too hard, it sometimes leads you to a dark and negative place.
(Lewis Hough)

Stay in contact with your friends, try some new food, binge watch a show, watch the YouTube videos on
your Watch Later list, do the thing you said you'd do tomorrow, just don't let yourself get bored and don't
lock yourself in your room for all eternity. (Laura Pernach)
Childline can help with all sorts of problems children
might have including mental health difficulties, any
anxieties or issues they may have about their health,
living situation or education. You can call them for free to
speak to someone privately. You can contact a Childline
counsellor for free on 0800 11 11 or visit
www.childline.org.uk

YoungMinds are a charitable organisation who work to
provide support, advice and counselling to young people
experiencing depression, anxiety, bullying & eating
difficulties. Just visit: www.youngminds.org.uk

Keep making creative content at home. You can draw, make stories, write poetry, produce music...
do anything that makes you happy as long as it's safe and after the lockdown, share these things or
experiences with your friends or family. It will be interesting to look back 10 years from now and see what
you were doing during the lockdown. (Iris Montero Ramos)
We also polled our students to find out which celebrity they would choose to be on lockdown with...
• Jim Carrey – so I could see his different facial expressions and laugh at his jokes. (Winner Wilson)
• Rebecca Sugar – she is the creator of my favourite show 'Steven Universe', so I could ask her many
things about her work and learn techniques to later on apply to my own stories. (Iris Montero Ramos)
• Virgil van Dijk - because he could teach me how defend and teach me new tricks. (Harry Ferns)
• BTS – I would quarantine with BTS (a Korean pop band) or any band that speaks another language,
because I have been meaning to learn Korean or Chinese. (Lesley Boli)
• Gordon Ramsay – because I could have him cook for me every day.
(Stavros Charlavanis and Lewis Hough)
• Bob Ross - because of his wholesomeness, love for life and positivity. Who wouldn't want to spend
some time with Bob Ross? (Laura Pernach)
• Eoin Colfer - Eoin Colfer because I would like to ask how he came up with his idea of a villain being the
main character of his books. (Faith Wilson)
• Jesse Lingard - because he is one of my favourite players in Manchester United! (Tenin Diomande)

Shout is a 24hour text service for anyone in a crisis or for
anyone who is struggling to cope. Text SHOUT to 85258.

Mind are a nationwide mental health charity who are able
to offer information and support for a variety of mental
health issues. Visit their website on www.mind.org.uk or
call them on 0300 123 3393.

Bob Ross

Gordon Ram

Rebecca Sugar

say

Student Credits
Journalism Club
As ever, we would like to offer our appreciation to the Oasis
MediaCityUK Journalism Club, who contributed to and helped put
this edition of Inspired together, in addition to establishing and
developing their own student voice blog.
Well done to all involved! Your creative efforts are amazing.
Particular mention must go to the students listed below, who
contributed articles, artwork, writing and photography to this issue.
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