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Oasis Academy Media City Pupil Premium Strategy

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the
attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic
year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.

School overview

Detail Data

Number of pupils in school 998

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 56% (552)
Academic year/years that our current pupil premium September 2023 —
strategy plan covers (3-year plans are recommended — September 2026

you must still publish an updated statement each
academic year)

Date this statement was published 31/10/25

Date on which it will be reviewed 31/10/26
Statement authorised by Christian Harris
Pupil premium lead Natalie Spice
Governor / Trustee lead Louisa Morris

Funding overview

Detail Amount

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £593,400

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years | £0
(enter £0 if not applicable)

Total budget for this academic year £593,400

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this
funding, state the amount available to your school this
academic year
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan

Statement of intent

At Oasis Academy MediaCityUK, we aim to provide an inspirational and inclusive
teaching and learning environment where all students thrive and succeed. Our goal is
that no child is left behind socially, or academically because of disadvantage; we aim to
break down barriers that our children face through quality first teaching, rigorous
tracking, careful planning and targeted support so that all children have access to a
wealth of opportunities and enjoy academic success. We know that great teaching
improves outcomes for all children which is underpinned by a broad and challenging
curriculum that prioritises the development of our student’s literacy skills. We have a
sense of urgency for the progress of all our pupils which is supported by carefully
analysing data to identify the academic and social needs of our students. Our Pupil
Premium Plan aims to provide focused support to ensure pupils move on from their
individual starting points to accelerate progress. We know it is essential that children
learn new skills and knowledge in a meaningful way, ensuring new material is built on
secure foundations for independent and consistent application. We strive to involve
parents in their child’s education; this includes the importance of attending school every
day.

Challenges

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our
disadvantaged pupils.

Challenge | Detail of challenge

number

1 Consistency of good teaching across all areas of the school
2 Weak literacy and numeracy skills

3 Poor attendance and persistent absence

4 Low self-esteem, aspiration and lack of resilience

5 Growing SEMH conditions in students and families

6 Food and warmth poverty, digital disadvantage




Intended outcomes

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan,
and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.

Intended outcome

Success criteria

Attainment & Achievement:

e Students meet national
expectations for achievement at

QA shows day-to-day teaching is consistently of a
high-quality. Attainment and Progress outcomes
rapidly improve towards national averages or better.
CPD is tailored to the needs of all staff and students

Key Stage 4
y=ag Investment in academic support for literacy,
numeracy and core curriculum subjects ensures
pupil premium students’ progress is accelerated.
Literacy: All students sit the NGRT assessment to identify

e Literacy and reading skills
accelerate to meet national

students below national expectations. Literacy
interventions are in place and show rapid increase
in reading age. The number of students below

expectation _ . L
expected chronological reading age significantly
reduces. Standardised reading ages are in line with
national averages.

Attendance: Significant improvements ensure that attendance is

e Sustained high attendance
figures and reduced numbers of

in line with national average PP attendance
improved through targeted support There is an

PA students increase in parental engagement through home

visits and parental meetings.
Wellbeing: Students are equipped and ready to learn There is a
o All students’ pastoral needs are reduction in negative student behaviour incidents
met Improved social and behavioural skills for students

needing specialist support Reductions in fixed term
and permanent exclusions. A reduction in NEET %.




Activity in this academic year

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to
address the challenges listed above.

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

To ensure students have the equipment | To ensure that any barriers to learning are | 1,2,4,6

necessary to participate in learning, including | addressed prior to teacher input thereby reducing

iPads to overcome digital disadvantage: wasted time for all learners.

e All students to have an iPad.
e PP SEND students with access Extensive research EEF highlighting widening
arrangements, have access to a digital gap during global pandemic.
laptop.
e Creation of inclusive classrooms and
resources.
¢ Digital resources for revision
provided. (Pearson E Revision
Guides, Sparx Reader, Carousel).

Total = £74,504

Quality first teaching focusing support for | EEF indicates that PP students benefit from good

pupil premium children through adaptations, | teaching and learning more than their peers | 1 2 3

scaffolding, explicit instruction and effective | through high quality teaching. This will have the

feedback. greatest impact on their outcomes. Joint PPA will
allow co-planning to develop staff subject and

Departmental co-planning time to be used in curriculum knowledge.

each faculty to develop subject specific

strategies to improve teaching and learning. Dylian William states- ‘A bad curriculum well

taught is invariably a better experience for
students than a good curriculum badly taught;
pedagogy trumps curriculum’. Therefore,
ensuring clear and effective pedagogy is essential
in ensuring disadvantaged pupils are supported in
closing learning gaps.

Total= £20,000

Feedback is listed in the EEF as one of the most
effective strategies to improve pupils learning.

Bespoke CPD: EEF indicates that PP students benefit from high-

« External CPD for middle and senior quality teaching and learning more than their | 1 2

leaders. peers and this has the greatest impact on their

» External CPD for support staff. outcomes.

+ External CPD for teaching staff. o _ _

- CPD on SEND, adaptive practice and Focus on the7exr')||0|t instruction and scaffolding
: , from the EEF’s five a day approach to support

meeting students’ needs. . . . . . .
children in their learning. This was designed for
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* Release time to visit other schools for children with SEND needs, but the principles are
observation and training. effective in supporting all children in their learning.
Total = £25,000
ECT1 and ECT2 program: We have many early career teachers this yearand | 1, 2
«  Early career stage teachers helping to improve the quality of education in their
lessons will positively support the learning of our
are s.u.pportefj to be strong PP students.
practitioners in the classroom
* Cost of weekly mentor meeting
(one period per week for each mentor)
Total =£21,933
» Cost of cover for the release of ECT
staff and mentors for all day
conferences across the Year (mentors x
1 annually, ECTs x 2/3 per academic
year)
Total= £42,933
e Tailored Revision Materials for KS4: Tailored revision materials for all exam classes in | 1, 4
Total = £5,874 every subject are required to ensure students
Revisi ides for Year 11- have access to study guides/aids needed to
* evision guides for rear 11. maximize performance Barriers to learning are
Total = £4,783 addressed ensuring no time wasted for all
e To ensure students study effectively | students.
in preparation for examinations.
Total = £10,657
To raise achievement of PP students in Maths | KS2 and GCSE Outcome data shows PP students | 1, 2, 4
and enhance numeracy across the curriculum | in Maths are significantly below their non-PP
so that students’ progress is at least in line | peers.
with national average:
+ Sparx Maths
* OCL Curriculum
* Appointment of Numeracy lead:
TLR = £5025
*  Weekly numeracy sessions during form
time for all year groups
Total = £17,570
To raise achievement of PP students in | Students joining Oasis MediaCityUK in 2025 | 1,2, 4
English to be at least in line with national | achieved less than 106 (KS2 National Average
average through continued implementation of | Reading score), meaning that 38% of the cohort
whole-school literacy and oracy strategy: are below expected standard in reading, of which,
« OCL Curriculum all are disadvantaged students.
« Appointment of literacy lead (TLR £5025)
«  Weekly literacy session during form time | KS2 and GCSE Outcome data shows PP students
for all year groups in English are significantly below their non-PP
* ELT lead for student experience peers.
(metacognition and oracy).
Total= £10,000




Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, structured interventions)

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

Literacy lead coordinates cohesive approach to | Tuition targeted at specific needs and | 1, 2, 4

improving literacy across the curriculum in addition to | knowledge gaps can be an effective

targeted interventions for those in need: method to support low attaining pupils or

those falling behind:

Tutoring Delivery of small group intervention in

English, Maths and science across all year groups | One to one tuition | EEF

through external and internal tuition and academic | small group tuition | EEF

support.

o 1’;281 tl;toring delivered to our most vulnerable The chance for further targeted support
students. from a professional Maths tutor will
offer the children bespoke support in

(Tutor Trust: £45,000) closing gaps in their existing

understanding and develop reasoning
kills.

o Staff given timetabled hours to mentor PP sxifs
students with SEMH/ barriers to learning. _ o _

e Targeted afterschool and holiday interventions in IRose'nshlne St gr'nc'p.le.ts doytllned th,‘?t
small groups delivered by our subject classroom earning must be revisiied in order 1o
teachers embed knowledge into long term

' . , memory.
e On costs of opening in the school holidays.
° Zr?(?rs1c1iet:£r group created for Maths, English Sweller supports this in identifying that
: children need the chance to revisit and

e Academic Tutors x 2 (Maths and SCience) embed |earning in smaller steps to

develop effective schema

Total =£115,000

Whole-school literacy interventions to support every Reading comprehension, vocabulary 1,2,4and 5

student to access the curriculum. Interventions to
support low levels of Literacy include:

o Whole school literacy form time each week
e Bespoke interventions for EAL students

e Accelerated Reader

¢ Emotional literacy interventions

e Phonics training for 6 staff

e Whole School Literacy Lead (TLR - £5025)
o 3 x TA salaries

e 1 x Intervention tutor and 1 Librarian

e 1 Functional/ Foundational Skills Teacher £60,000
trained to deliver reading fluency and literacy
interventions.

and other literacy skills are heavily
linked with attainment in all subjects:

Improving Literacy in Secondary

Schools | EEF



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks3-ks4
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks3-ks4

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

Support with uniform for students in | PP student’s financial barriers can lead to students being 3,4

financial hardship to meet school | PA

standards and expectations

Total = £22,040

Breakfast club: Family Action: EEF — improvements socially, health and academically 3,4,6

- Encourage pupils to eat a | When students attend breakfast club

healthy breakfast before school
so they are ready to learn.

Total = £10,000

To ensure students participate in all | Evidence shows that personal, social, health and economic | 1, 3, 4

curriculum areas and improve their | (PSHE) education can improve the physical and

achievement and engagement. psychosocial well-being of pupils. A virtuous cycle can be
achieved, whereby pupils with better health and well-being

« Embed an engaging RSHE c?gata;cr:r:ltjzges?tter academically, which in turn leads to

and PSHE curriculum that aids 9 ' o
students’ personal https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pshe-
development. education-a-review-of-impact-and-effective-practice

e Cost of food tech ingredients

e All practical subject equipment

/ materials. Continued participation, understanding of healthy lifestyles
and improved engagement and achievement in PSHE, as
well as the development of SMSC ensures students’ well-

Total = £40,000 being and personal development.

Census data illustrates average age of death in Salford 2.2
years less and 2.8 years less for men than national average.

Wider curricular/ Arts opportunities | As well as being valuable in itself, arts participation can have | 3, 4

for PP students to enhance cultural
capital i.e.

e Paying for PP students or
subsidising educational and
recreational trips Planned cost
for trips.

(£80 per student).

Total = £44,160

a positive impact on wellbeing and education outcomes,
including English and maths, when interventions are linked
to academic targets.

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation

We have implemented some of the key principles from the
RSA and Education Endowment Foundation which utilise
the Arts to close the attainment gap between disadvantaged
children and their peers

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2112583

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/learnin
g-about-culture



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pshe-education-a-review-of-impact-and-effective-practice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pshe-education-a-review-of-impact-and-effective-practice
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2112583
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/learning-about-culture
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/learning-about-culture
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To improve PP attendance through
targeted support:

o LEA Service agreement
Attendance Family Support
officer

e Rewards

e Attendance Officer = 60%
Additional Attendance officer
=60%

¢ Additional time for pastoral
leaders / support staff to
complete home visits (10
hours)

Total = £77,200

Embedding good practice set out in DfE’s guidance on
working together to improve school attendance.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-
together-to-improve-school-attendance

Teens and Toddlers programme
helps young people to improve their
wellbeing and school engagement
to succeed in life, through the
experience of mentoring nursery
children.

Total cost: £3,600

https://www.power2.org/our-programmes/teens-and-
toddlers/

Evidence states that those who engaged in the programme
had enhanced wellbeing (87%), confidence (84%) and
improved communication skills (80%).

Total budgeted cost: £593,400



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.power2.org/our-programmes/teens-and-toddlers/
https://www.power2.org/our-programmes/teens-and-toddlers/

Part B: Review of the previous academic year
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils

We have analysed the performance of our school’s disadvantaged pupils during the 2024/25 academic year using
key stage 4 performance data and our own internal assessments.

For Attainment 8 (which is a measure of GCSE attainment across 8 subjects) our disadvantaged students achieved
an average score of 34.7 compared to 39.1 for our non-disadvantaged students which shows the gap between
disadvantaged and non, being reduced and an increase in attainment for disadvantaged students compared to the
academic year 2023-2024. Disadvantaged students’ attainment at Media City is broadly in line with National
attainment for disadvantaged students (33.9 compared to 34.9).

The gap between the percentage of disadvantaged students achieving a grade 4 or above in both English and Maths
was 9% and 7% for those achieving a grade 5. For the Ebacc’ entry, there was a 2% difference between our
disadvantaged students and our non-disadvantaged students who achieved a grade 4+. For those achieving a grade
5+ in the Ebacc’, there was only a 1% difference between our disadvantaged students and non-disadvantaged,
showing how our broad curriculum (and varied suite of subjects and additional provisions), as well as our wider-
curricular offer, which has supported our students’ personal development and academic achievement.

Progress data wasn’t measured this academic due to the impact of the Pandemic. However, in our internal tracking
of progress and comparison between disadvantaged students and non-disadvantaged, the gap has reduced from -
0.25 to -0.24, showing the gradual incline in progress, as well as attainment.

Whilst there has been an improvement in the achievement of disadvantaged students, the academy’s target for
2024-2025 is to exceed the local authority average (42.8) and at least meet national average (45.9) with interventions
to support students’ attendance, engagement and progress.

Attendance for disadvantaged pupils in 2024-2025 was 88.28% compared with 93.91% for non-disadvantaged
students with a gap of 5.63% in the academic year 2024-2025. The improvement in attendance for disadvantaged
students in 24-25, compared with 23-24 was 0.47%. This shows a reduction in the gap between disadvantaged
students’ attendance compared to the previous year. Notably the attendance for disadvantaged students improved
as well as the attendance for non-disadvantaged students with an increase of 2.97%. The persistent absence of
disadvantaged students reduced significantly in 2024-2025 by 4.1% and 6.8% for non-disadvantaged students,
showing a significant improvement in students’ overall attendance to school and, the gap between disadvantaged
and non, reducing with this.

The impact of improved attendance further supporting disadvantaged students’ attainment and progress, but further
interventions are planned to take place in the academic year of 2025-2026 to reduce persistent absence and
increase overall attendance for disadvantaged students so that this continues to positively impact students’ learning
and progress.

Whilst last year’s strategy showed impact and, greater impact than the year 2023-2024, the plan for 2025-2026 has
been updated to target specific interventions for the most vulnerable, in order to address issues regarding
preparedness for learning, maximising students’ attendance and gaps in RWCM and foundational learning. We have
reflected on the evidence that our students respond best to staff they know and trust rather than external provision
and are providing more opportunities for our staff to engage in intervention and tutoring as outlined above.
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Externally provided programmes

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you used your pupil premium
to fund in the previous academic year.

Programme Provider
Sparx Reader and Sparx Maths Sparx Learning
Teens and Toddlers Power 2

In school-tutoring The Tutor Trust

Service pupil premium funding (optional)

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information: How our
service pupil premium allocation was spent last academic year

The impact of that spending on service pupil premium eligible pupils

10
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Further information (optional)

Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy.
For example, about your strategy planning, implementation and evaluation, or other
activity that you are delivering to support disadvantaged pupils that is not dependent on

pupil premium funding.
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